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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 20·A MRSA c. 214 is enacted to read: 
4 

CHAPTER 214 
6 

ENROLLMENT OPTIONS 
8 

10 §530l. Enrollment options program 

12 1. Establishment. An enrollment options program is 
established to enable any student residing in the State to attend 

14 a school in a school administrative unit in which the student 
does not reside, subject to the limitations in this chapter. 

16 
2. Closed units. A school board may determine that 

18 nonresident students may not attend any school within that school 
board's administrative unit according to ~chapter. A s.QhQQl 

20 board may limit t~ercentage of resident students from.JJ;& 
school administrative unit who choose to enroll in another school 

22 administrative unit if the loss of students creates a hardship 
tor the resident unit. The commissioner shall establish rules to 

24 implement this subsection. Rules adopted pursuant to thi~ 

subsection are major substantive rules as defined in Title~. 
26 chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

28 3. Student application procedures. In order for a student 
to apply to attend a school in a nonresident unit, the student's 

30 parent 0L-9-uardian must submit an application to the nonresiq~'mt 

unit. Before submitting an application, the student and the 
32 student's parent or guardian shall meet with a school guidance 

counselor or other appropriate staff member employed by the unit 
34 the student is currently attending to discuss the student's 

reason for applying to enroll in a nonresident unit. __ --'1'he 
36 stqdent' s application may identify the reason for enrolling in 

~he nonresident unit. The parent or guardian of a student shall 
38 submit an application by January 1st for_ initial enrollment 

beginning the .following sc~~r. The application must be on 
40 a form provided by the department. A particular school may be 

requested by the parent or guardian. Once enro~d in a 
42 nonresident unit, the student may remain enrolled and is. not 

required to submit annual or periodic application. In order for 
44 the student to return~the resident unit or to transfer to a 

different nonresident unit, the parent or guardian of the student 
46 must provide notice to the resident unit or apply to a different 

nonresident unit by January 1st for enrollment beginning the 
48 following school year. 

50 4. Nonresident unit procedures. A unit that does nQt 
exclude nonresident students under .subsection 2 shall notify the 

52 parent or guardian in writing by February 1st whether~ 
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g.Pl2.1.ication has been accepted or rejecteg. If an application is 
2 L~JL......_th.!;! unit shall statfL-in the notification the re~.for: 

rejection. If an application is accepted. the parent or guardian 
4 shall notify the nonresident uni~~February 15th if the student 

int~nd.~JL.....enro),J in-..-tJLe nonresident 1.!nit... __ Notice .. ~~tLte~tQ 
6 .enroll in _t.lliL-llQJlresident unit obligates the stugent N-.2...li§mg 

.tbJl_ponre_sidenLunit dur...in.9-the followin<;L school year __ unless the 
8 school boards of the resident and the nonresident units agree in 

writiJl9-.tQ~l,Ql'L_J,he student._.t.~ransfElr back to the. ~s.ig~nt 
10 ~t--.-m:. th~tudent' s pareJ;:tts or guardians change. reside~--.tQ 

anothElr . unit. __ .l~i;L.-Ilili'.ru!L..Q_r_Jl1!.a..rdian goes not notify the 
12 nonresident unit, the. student may- not enroll J-n that nonresident 

Q!li t during tl}e fOllQwi.ng:. schQol year un~ss the SChool bQar~1". 
14 ~ resident ang nonresident units agree otherwise. The 

nQllx~sident unit shau~~ the resident unit by March 1st of 
16 ~tuden~'s intent to enrQll in the nonresigent unit. The same. 

,PXQ.Gedures apply to a ~tudent who applies tQ transfer fr..Qill_one 
18 participating nonresidenL. unit to another ~~~ 

p._onresjdenLuni~ 

20 
~"-- Basis for decisions. Each school boar~shall ado-Pt. 

22 .specific standar~_r accept.ance ang reje~:i.Q1L..9..L. applica~_ 
The standards may include the capacity of a program, .~las.§~Qde 

24 le'Lel_QL.licJ.1..QQL.buLl.ID.n9..L_The standargs may n..Qt incluge previQ.l!§ . 
. i:'l.cademic achievement, athletic or Qth_~....ru:ttrac...urric...ular _ abil~ 

26 anl"~sical ~l"!!IDlt..9.l..h.gndicap or proficiency i~e English 
1 anguage ....... 

28 
1b __ Waiy:g_LQi.~ead,lines. Notwi ths tanding~aQ.t.io.n-.h.~ 

30 agreement. Qf the resident and nonresident s~QQJ~~~udent 
!Jl_~ubrnll_'§'!L._applicat;Jon to the nonresident un.,it after JanJ.@ll 

32 .l..s.t_foL enrollms#ntJLe.qinning the followin~hool year. The 
.s.tudent.L.-th~......§.tudent' s parent or guardian, thJL...l!Ili t of residence 

34 gnd_..tlle.....J.IDit of attendance must observe in a prompt;. and efficient 
manner thtL applicQ-tion and Jl,otice procedures in subsections 3 .apd 

36 1.,,- except .t....hat the application and not.ice deadlines do !),~pru~!.. 

38 1. Previous enrollm~~. Any studen~~olled on Janua~ 
~. in a _schoQ.;Ladminist.LQ.tive. unit in which the s_tudent was not 

40 a resident may~ntinue enrollment in~~hat unitL 

42 8. Infor:Jll-.ID;ion. A unit that does not exclude nonres.iQ&.nt 
.s..t.1J..Qe~ndtl.. su~section 2 shall make information about the unit 

44 aI}..d its. ::;chools, program&., policies and procedures available to 
911 interested persons. 

46 
9. Recordkeeping. Each superintendent of a s~hool district 

48 shall forward to the department by ..May. 1st of each---y'ear the 
number of requests for transfer into _that school district 

50 received, ~number of requests approved and the number of 
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2 
-"-r-",e,-"q...,u"-,e<.Js,,-t=s,,,---,,d...,e,,-,n,",~,,-· e=d",,-,-, _~T"-'h=e"'---"d"-'e"-.lp""'a~r tmen t shall mai Iltg,i n r e co r ds 0 f thi s 
information. 

4 §5302. Graduation credits 

6 A nonresident unit shall accept graduation credits awarded 
by another unit. The nonresident unit shall award a diploma to a 

8 nonresident student if the student meets that unit's graduation 
requirements. 

10 
§5303. Transportation 

12 
If requested by the parent or guardian of a student, the 

14 nonre~nt unit phall provide transportation within the uni.~ 

16 The resident unit is not .illS;Luired to provide or pay __ ..nt: 
transportation between the student's residence and the bQrger of 

18 the nonresident unit. A parent may be reimbursed by the 
nonresident unit for the costs of transportation from ~he 

20 stud~ residence to the border of the nonresigent uni~ the 
student is from a family whose income is at...Q£ below the poverty 

22 level ~termined by the Federal Government. 

24 Costs of the nonresigent...J,LIlit incurred in providing 
transportation under this 'section are counted as transportation 

26 operating costs under the School Finance Act of 1985~ 

28 ~04. Education aid 

30 The effect of sending a student to attend school in another 
unit~eceiying a student from another unit on state ed~cation 

32 aid is governed by the School Finance Act of 1985. 

34 ~305. Commissioner's responsibilities 

36 ::rhe commispioner is responsible for 
implementatiQn of this chapter. Specific 

38 commi§sioner include, but are not limited to: 

co.ordinating 
duties of 

the 
th~ 

40 1. Information and technical assistance. Informing school 
administrative units~ school_boards of their responsibilities 

42 under this chapter and providing kchnical assistance to assist 
in compliance with those responsibilities; 

44 
2. Forms... Developing and distributing applications and 

46 other forms necessary for compliance with this chapter~ 

48 3. Funding formula. Coordinating the distribution of state 
funds through the School Finance Act of. 1985 for students 

50 exercising their enrollment option under this chapter; and 
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4. Rules. Adopting rules in accordance with the Maine 
2 Administrative Procedure Act necessary to implement this 

~hapter. These rules~t include, but are not limited to, rules 
4 that prescribe the procedures to be followed by school 

administrative units and school boards in providing enrollment 
6 options and procedures for families and students exercising the 

enrollment options provided by this chapter. Rules adopted 
8 pursuant to this subsection are minor technical rules pursuant ~ 

Title 5, chapter 3]5, subchapter II-A. 
10 

§S306. Restrictions 
12 

A school administrative unit that does not maintain one or 
14 more grades from kindergarten to grade 12 and has not contracted 

with another school aqministrative unit for school privilege~ 
16 not participate in the enrollment options program established in 

this chapter. ThiS chaJ2.ter does not affgc;t the right of the 
18 legislative bod~_~jLSC;hool administrative unit to contract with 

another school for school privileges pursuant to section 2701. 
20 This chapter does not affect the right of a school administrative 

unit to receive tuition pa,yment for educating a student pursuant 
22 to chapter 219. 

24 ~01. Special education cost limitation 

26 ~~cost to a nonresident unit to educate a nonresident 
student eligible for approved special education services pursuant 

28 to chapter 303 is limited to the state average elementary tuition 
~ate for an elementary school student or the state average 

30 secondaJ;-X- tuition rate for a secondary school student. Approved 
~ecial education costs in excess of the appropriate state 

32 ~verage tuition rate must be paid by the resident unit. A 
representative of the resident unit with authorization to 

34 obligate the resident unit's fiscal resources and ensure 
provision of special education and supportive services must 

36 participate in thJL.Mudent' s pupil evaluation team meetings and 
development of the student's individualized education plan. 

38 
S-S308. Review 

40 
~ Revi~~eport. The commissioner, with assistance from 

42 the state board-< shall conduct a review of the results of the 
enrollment options _P.rogram following_operation of the program-fQ.~ 

44 5 schoolJears. The commissioner shall submit a report and any 
recommendations to the joint standing committee of the 

46 Legislature hav~ jurisdiction over education and cultural 
affairs by December 15th of the following school year. 

48 
2. Repeal. This chapter is repealed July L 2002. 

50 
Sec. 2. 20~A MRS A §15608, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 

52 859, Pt. G, §§2 and 4, is amended to read: 
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2 1. Operating cost allocation. The maximum operating cost 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

allocation Sh8±±-be is the total of: 

A. The product det.ermined by multiplying the sum of the 
average number of resident pupils in kindergarten and grades 
one to 8 in the unit on April 1st and October 1st of the 
calendar year immediately prior to the year of allocation, 
elHJ±ueiE.!3 pjuL the-.D_umb~.x. __ of nonresident element~_J?JULilS 

a<;: cepteL~nrQllment.~~_uni t._~-C.h.apt'§L._~.14-L_.JJl.i nus 
the number of the uni t,-'...§..~lem~LntM.Y pupilS! accept~d _~Q.r. 

enrollment bL~.the....r._..Jd.n.itJL... unq~.L_~~-..il:L_ special 
education tuition pupils, by the elementary foundation per 
pupil operating rate as established in section 15607; and 

B. The product determined by mu1 tiplyingthe .§.um..QL t.he. 
average number of resident pupils in grades 9 to 12 in the 
unit on April 1st and October 1st of the calendar year 
immediately prior t.o the year of allocat.ion, eH9±UeiE.!3 ~ 
~ number of Aonresidsnt secondary pupil~~~ed_-1~x 
.eJ1.rQJ. l!llim.t.._bX-tillL..Yni t l!llge ~rteJ;:......2ll,,-!.TI in.JJ.§~lllL...nWDbe r 
Qf~ unit.:J;~~ondary ...p.1!Pils __ .acc.ru2.ted_.foC~_Il.ro1111le_nt ~ 
other _J,m..i.t.§ under chSi-1Lt.§..L_1l.h special education tuition 
pupils, by t.he secondary foundation per pupil operat.ing rate 
as est.ablished in section 15607. 

Sec. 3. 20·A MRSA §15652, sub-§11, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
28 368, Pt.. Z, §1 and affected by §2, is amended t.o read: 

30 11. Subsidizable pupils. "Subsidizable pupi.ls" means a11 
kindergarten t.o grade 12 pupils who reside in a school 

32 administ.rat.ive unit. plus t.he number of nonresiqent.--p~~ils 

accept.ed for enrollm~-k.....t...h..EL_lJ...ni t under -.Q....hapter 2 :LL_.....l..e.ss .t.he 
34 number of the unit I s _pupils accepJ;&.Q...... for..~n..rollmep~-ill': __ . .Q.tJtt;U: 

units under chapttl....2.14 and who are educated at public expense. 
36 

SUMMARY 
38 

This bill broadens public education options for parents and 
40 students and provides that residence is no longer a prerequisite 

for enro11ment in a school administrative unit. A student may 
42 attend the pub1ic school of the student's choosing subject to 

some limitations. A school unit may 1imit the percentage of 
44 students who may choose to attend school in another unit if the 

loss of students creates a hardship, subject to ru1es estab1ished 
46 by the Commissioner of Education. Changes have been made to the 

SchOol Finance Act of 1985 to reflect the potential increase in 
48 enrollment. These changes allow funding to "follow" the student 

and provide an incentive for each school to maintain or increase 
50 enrollment levels. The Commissioner of Education is responsible 

for the coordination and implementation of this enrollment 
52 options program. 
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2 The bill prohibits a school administrative unit that does 
not maintain one or more grades from kindergarten to grade 12 and 

4 has not contracted with another school administrative unit for 
school services from participating in the enrollment options 

6 program. The enrollment options program does not restrict the 
right of a school administrative unit to contract with another 

8 school administrative unit to provide school services or the 
right of a school administrative unit to receive tuition payment 

10 for educating a student from another school administrative unit. 

12 The bill restricts the special education costs that must be 
borne by a school administrative unit that accepts a nonresident 

14 student with special education needs through the enrollment 
options program. The cost is limited to the state average 

16 tuition cost. Costs in excess of the state average tuition cost 
must be paid by the sending school administrative unit. The bill 

18 requires a representative of the sending school administrative 
unit to participate in all meetings concerning provision of 

20 special education services to the student. 

22 The bill establishes a review of the enrollment options 
program after 5 years of operation. The program may continue for 

24 a maximum of 6 years. The Legislature must approve continuation 
of the program past the 6th year. The bill also changes a 

26 definition in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A to clarify 
funding for students who participate in the enrollment options 

28 program. 

30 Each school district superintendent is required to send to 
the Department of Education information about the number of 

32 requests for transfer into that district and the outcome of those 
requests. 

34 
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