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, I 

118th MAINE LEGISLATlJRE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

No. 597 l..egislative Document 

H.P.447 House of Representatives, January 30, 1997 

An Act to Amend the Statutes Pertaining to Emergency Medical Services. 

Submitted by the Department of Public Safety pursuant to Joint Rule 204. 
Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative VIGUE of Winslow. 
Cosponsored by Senator CAREY of Kennebec and 
Representatives: BUMPS of China, TUTTLE of Sanford. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §83, sub-§§7 and 12, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 
4 661, §2, are amended to read: 

6 7. Basic emergency medical teclmician. "Basic emergency 
medical technician" means a basic emergency medical sEH: .... ,i,ees.!. 

8 services person who has successfully completed the YB~tea-S~a~es 
De~aF~meB~--9E--~Faa&~eFtati9B Maine Em~rgency Medical Services 

10 course for emergency medical treatments and has met the other 
requirements for licensure at this level. 

12 
12. Emergency medical services' person. "'Emergency medical 

14 services' person" means any person who routinely provides 
emergency medical treatment and other health care services 

16 approved by the board to the sick or injured. 

18 Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §84, sub-§2"A, as amended by PL 1991, c. 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

588, §ll, is further amended to read: 

A. The board shall monitor the provision of emergency 
medical services and other services provid~d by its 
lice~ within the State. The board shall establish, by 
rule, its goals in monitoring the provision of services and 
in insuring that these services are appropriately 
delivered. These goals must be in the nature of objectives 
and do not constitute absolute requirements. In establishing 
these goals, the board shall seek the input of individuals, 
agencies, services and organizations interested in emergency 
medical services. The board shall also take into 
consideration the goals established by the regional councils 
pursuant to section 89. 

34 Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §85, sub-§I, as amended by PL 1985, c. 730, 
§§ll and 16, is further amended to read: 

36 
1. Basic and advanced skills. With advice from and in 

38 consul tation with each regional council and its medical control 
committee and with the statewide emergency medical se~ .... iees.!. 

40 services medical director, the board may provide, by rule, which 
skills, techniques and judgments constitute a-sasia an emergency 

42 medical treatment or other trea.tment or service within thfL~Q~ 
~actice of an emergency medical services person. 

44 

Page l-LR0420(l) 



2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §85-A is enacted to read: 

§85-A. Denial and sus~ion of license for criminal convictio~ 

1 __ 0 _ Ge.!).er<),l d~nial and 
convicted __ of certain crimes 
~~blic health and safe~ 

suspension. Licensure of person& 
presents an---.lJJl.~.pable_.sisk J;,Q 

A. An~icQ..tion _ for licensure by a person convicted 0:( 

one of the followin~ crimes must be denied: 

Ll) A crime involving sexual 
rape I grQ_ss sexual misconduct, 
minor or unlawful seJtual contact; 

misconduct, inclyging 
the sexual abuse of q 

{2) A crime involving the physical or sexual abuse of 
a minor I the elderly or infirm, such as sexual 
~plo.L.t9tion of a minor, dissemination..Q.L sexuallY 
.§]!:..pJ~icit materials ,_assault. invQl ving a child or 
iIli,:ompru;.ent victim, en.dQngering the welfare of a child 
~de~ndent person; 

ill A seriou~ime of violen~ against R-eJ.son...s~c.h 
.M murder f felilny murder-<- manslaughter, aidin9--<U: 
~oliciting Ruicide or aggravated assault; 

.L1-~l\ __ crime involving controlled substances~ 

QYnthetic, including ~nlawful PQsse~sion o~ 

_distribution, or acg;uisition of Schedule I to Schedule 
'5L_ drugs as defined by the federal Uniform CQntrolle.Q 
£l!bstance Act or Schedule N, X and Y drugs as defined 
QY Title 17-A~ctiQn 1102; or 

(5) A seriQus crime against propert~, such as theft of 
~amount constituting a Class At at C or D crime or 
l;mffilary. 

~An.---.9..pplication for licensure by a person who has been 
convicted of~ crime and who is currently incarcerpted, on 
Fork_X.§lease, on probation or on_~le must be denied. 

h~ The license of an emergency medical services person.must 
be immediately suspended upon indictment or the filing of a 
criminal complaint for any of the crimes listed in paragraph 
a ... 

D. The licenRe of an emergency medical services person must 
be immediately suspended upon the licensee I s incarceration 
or placement on work release, on probation or on parole fQ£ 
any crime. 
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2 

4 

E. The license of an emergency __ medical services 
is convicted of a cr~e listed in ~aragra~h 

imm~iately revoked. 

~erson_jI'ho 

J:.. must ~ 

6 ~._-APplican~to prmz:ide information. Maine EmergenGY 
~J;li~al SeJ;sicelLJ1).§,~_~j.x.g_that a..n~licant for a lic~nse or 

8 a . licensed e..1]~~edical servic~~r.£1on~vid~ __ ..tJJJ,].-ID1Q 

gom~let~ in:t9~~arding. a~qr.g!'L_O_L_ ~:Qnvicti.Q11.--.1or a 
10 crimfl...........-IlJ._ th€L~~of a charge or conviction for offenses other 

th.an a violat.ion of a Maine statute, Maine E!l1.!llgency _.M.lilllic13-1 
12 .servi~~rnay det.ermine in it.s sale discretion whetherJpe _.offens~ 

involved .is substantially similar to one listed in this_secJ;.j,.Q1h. 
14 

5. ApR!i.c.M;i.9~ section to existing licenJies. __ When........a 
16 license holder a~~lies for relic:;ensure ~Q.L...3~,nother em<;,n:.gency 

~Qical service license, t~~ovisions of this section a~Js_Lor 
18 convic~ions that ~reda!& the effective date of this section. 

20 Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §88, subm §l, ,A, as amended by PL 19 9 5, c. 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

161, §9, is further amended to read: 

A. The board has one member representing each regional 
council, and -+- 10 persons in addition. Of the additional 
persons, one is a physician, one an attorney, eae--a 
~eFFesea~a~~ye two re~re~~t.gJ;.~ves of the pUblic, one a 
representative of for-profit ambulance services, one a 
professional nurse, one a representative of nontransporting 
emergency medical services-,-----one .iL. re~resentat~..Qf 

hospitals, one a fire chief and one a representative of 
not--for-profit ambulance services. The members that. 
represent for-profit ambulance services, nontransporting 
emergency medical services and not-for-profit ambulance 
services must be licensed emergency medical services 
persons. Appointments are for 3-year terms. Members ffiHsE-be 
arEl, appointed by the Governor. The state medical director 
is an ex officio nonvoting member of the board. 

SUMMARY 

This bill amends the current laws concerning emergency 
44 medical services by: 

46 

48 

50 

1. Changing the reference to the course 
emergency medical technician must complete from 
the United States Department of Transportation to 
Maine Emergency Medical Services; 
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2. Expanding the def ini tion of emergency medical services' 
2 person; 

4 

6 

8 

3. 
Services' 
licensees 
the scope 

Expanding the monitoring power of the Emergency Medical 
Board to include other services provided by its 

and to define treatments or services that fall within 
of the practice of an emergency medical services person; 

4. Adding 3 persons to the Emergency Medical Services' 
10 Board; and 

12 5. Listing the criminal convictions that result in denial, 
suspension or revocation of an emergency medical services license. 
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