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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §173, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1975, c. 731,

§8, is further amended to read:

2, Defendant not to be sentenced to pay costs of court as
such. The District Court may not, in any criminal proceeding,
sentence any defendant to pay costs of court as such, but may
shall take the costs into consideration and may include in any
fine imposed a sum adequate to cover all or any part of them
without reference to such costs and without taxing them, prewvided
as_long as the maximum fine for the particular offense is not
exceeded.

Sec. 2. 15 MRSA §1901, as repealed and replaced by PL 1975,
c. 775, §2, is amended to read:

§1901. Respondent not to be sentenced to pay costs of
court as such

The Superior Court shall may not, in any criminal
proceeding, sentence any respondent to pay costs of court as
such, but may shall take costs into consideration and may include
in any fine imposed a sum adequate to cover all or any part of
them, including any costs arising from proceedings in the lower
court, without reference to such costs and without taxing them,
previded as long as the maximum fine for the particular offense
is not exceeded. :

SUMMARY

Current law prohibits a District Court or Superior Court
from sentencing a defendant to pay court costs but allows the
court at its discretion to take the costs into consideration.

This bill requires the court to consider the court costs but
allows the court discretion in whether to impose a sum adequate
to cover all or part of the court costs, including costs at the
District Court level.
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