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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 529 

H.P.384 House of Representatives, January 28, 1997 

An Act to Conform the Lien Procedures Within the Charter of Boothbay 
Harbor Sewer District to Statutory Lien Procedures. 

Reference to the Committee on Utilities and Energy suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative HONEY of Boothbay. 
Cosponsored by Senator KILKELL Y of Lincoln and 
Representatives: BERRY of Belmont, COLWELL of Gardiner, JONES of Bar Harbor, 
LaVERDIERE of Wilton, MAYO of Bath, VEDRAL of Buxton. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. P&SL 1961, c. 161, §25, 2nd and 3rd 1[1[, are repealed and 
4 the following enacted in their place: 

6 When a~~t..QlL rent or Qj;JJ.er -..Qhi?irg.e has ~eE11L~mmi tted 
.t~the treasurer of the Boothbay Sewer District for .QQ.J,lection L 

8 me treasurer may, after the ~~ion~f 3 !llilli.t~and within 
one year after the date when the charge b~ due gn.d pay-able_L 

10 give to the owner of the real estate served, or leave Jlt.....jhe 
owner's last a~usual place of abode, or sen~_certifie~ mai~ 

12 return receipt. requested, to. th!;L owner's last kn.Q.W1L-a.dQ];:.~~...L_..Q 

written notice signed by the .tx&9surer or bearing the tLgasu~~~ 
14 .facsimile signature stating t.he amount of that rateL .. toll, rent 

or other ch.Jl..J;:ge, descril;!J..1lS the rea:;!. estate ....1llLon which the lien 
16 is cla).med and st.ating that a lien is claimed to seC!ll'JL pay-ment 

of the charge and demgnding pgyment wi_thi1L.~Jervi.J;_e 
18 Qr mailing oC t.he notice plus -.:I.i.1 .. for __ th~ treasurer for Il)aili.!l..Q 

the notice together with the certified mail, return recei~ 

20 .requested fee. ~notice must contain a statemenL thgt_...t...he 
district is willing to arrange installment payments of the 

22 outstanding debt. For the purpose ~this sectj~nf g mo~ile b~~e 
~d,efined as regl estgte. After the expiration of the 3D-day 

24 period gnd, within one year, the .. treasurer shall record i~he 
Lincoln Count.y- Registry- of Deeds a certificate _...§.igned by the 

26 treasurer setting forth the ... am01J1).~f the rateL.. . ..t.Q.llL rent Qr 
other charge, the real estate on which the lien is claimed, 

28 stating that a lien is claimed t~CJ.U:.!L..,P£lymenL of the charge 
and that nQtice and demand fQr payr!l.e .. ~Q.f the charge has been 

30 given or made in accordance with the pr.ovisions ~his .. section, 
and, thgt the chgrge remains unpaid,. At the time of the recording 

32 of g cfUtificate in the Registry of Deed,s, the treasurer shall 
file in the office of the d,istrict a true cQPY of the ~rtificate 

34 and shall mail a true copy of the certificate by certifie~L. 
return receipt reques~_to each recQrd hQlder of. any mortggg~ 

36 on the regl estat.e, ad,d,ressed t.Q the recQrd, holder at the record 
holder's last and usual place of abode. 

38 
The filing Qf the certificate in the Registry of Deeds is 

40 deemed to cregte, and, cregtes, a mortgage on the real estate 
described in the d,eed for the district that has priority over all 

42 other mortgages, liens, attachments and encumbrances of any 
ngture, except liens, attachments and claims for taxes, and gives 

44 to the d,istric;t gIl the rights usually possessed, by mortgagees, 
except thgt the distric;t as mortgagee does not have a right to 

46 ,l,lQ§session of the real estgte until the right of redemption 
provided for has expired. If the mortgage, together with 
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interest and costs, is not paid within 18 months after the date 
2 of filing of the certificate in the Registry of Deeds, the 

mortgage is deemed foreclosed and the right of redemption 
4 expired. The filin~ of the certificate in the Registry of Deeds 

is sufficient llQ.t.ice of the existence of the mortgage. In the 
6 event that the r~toll~ent or other charge, with interest 

and costs, iq_.paid within the period of redemption, the treasurer 
8 of----.the district shall discharge -.th~Qrtgage in the same manner 

~QY:ided for discharge oC~a...LJlQj;,-';l,te mortga~ 

10 
The __ C9-.SJ;;_J;;Q __ lLe..._llg,Jd by the Qwn~of the rea1 estate served, 

12 is the. sU!JL.Qf ___ ~~ees ._llr receiving, recording and indexing the 
J~~n~ __ ~~~~char~iLL __ a~~stab1ished by the Main~evised 

14 Statutes, Title ll..,~~Q.!L 751. pluAJ.13 and all certified maiL 
return r.stc..§lQt requested t:.~-,-. 

16 
:Lhe distri.~all --l?ay the treasurer $1 for filing the lien 

18 _certificatE;L_-.-and-.th~IDQ.Y..D_t_ paid for certifi~ mail, return 
receipt re..9:1l~,U.ite9_ fee~_.:rh.~,_tees for recording the 1ien 

20 .certiUcat€! ___ must __ k...l@,id..J.:2y __ the distric.t .J;,Q~~r of Deeds. 

22 .~Qisch_aul'~ __ the ...cerill.i.CJ~ .. ULa.illLJ;!iven after ..the right of 
.Le.de.mW;;jon has e:s:pir:ed and has been recorded in the Re.gj,stry of 

24 p~ for mo~n one year .......t&r.rnina~JJ, title of the sewer 
district derived fr321!L_that ~Lti[icate or any other recorded 

26 i;:_erti:(,icate.......ior whikh....J:JJ...e...._V...9.hL..Qr redemption expire~ years or 
ITI_ore_prio_L to the foreclosu,r;:.e .. date of this discharge lien, unless 

28 tb~sewer district has conveyed any interest based upon the title 
acquired. fr:,Pm any of the affected Ii_ens. 

30 

32 
SUMMARY 

34 
This bi11 grants to the Boothbay Harbor Sewer District the 

36 same 1ien notice and collection rights available to sanitary 
districts under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38. 

38 
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