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L.D. 507 
2 

(Filing No. H- d3S) 
4 

6 MARINE RESOURCES 

8 

10 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 

12 

14 

16 ' 

18 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

118TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "H" to H. P. 362, L.D. 507, Bill, "An 
20 Act Concerning Sea Urchin Management" 

22 Amend the bill by inserting after the title and before the 
enacting clause the following: 

24 
'Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 

26 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 
as emergencies; and 

28 
Whereas, effective management and conservation of Maine's 

30 sea urchin industry require certain measures to be in place 
before the opening of the 1997-98 sea urchin harvesting season; 

32 and 

34 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

36 Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

38 safety; now, therefore,' 

40 Further amend the bill by inserting after section 1 the 
following: 

42 
'Sec. 2. 12 MRS A §6749-R, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 

44 740, §3, is amended to read: 

46 1. Uses of the fund. The commissioner shall use the fund 
for research directly related to sea urchin fishery management 

48 information needs and for reporting to licensed sea urchin 
harvesters, boat tenders, processors and buyers on the results of 
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~arch and the use of fund revenues. The purpose of that 
research must be to determine, with the highest reliability 
possible given available resources, the greatest level of effort 
that may be applied to the sea urchin fishery without harming the 
long~term economic and biological sustainability of the sea 
urchin fishery. The commissioner shall consult with the Sea 
Urchin Zone Council under section 6749-X before deciding upon 
research projects and awarding grants from the fund.' 

10 Further amend the bill by inserting after section 2 the 
following: 

12 
· Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §6749-W, sub-§2, llA, as enacted by PL 1995, 

14 c. 595, §5 and affected by §6, is amended to read: 

16 A. GRe-~~~-~i~ty Up to 150 days between August 1st 
and April 30th of the following calendar year during which a 

18 person may fish for or take sea urchins by hand, trap or 
rake. The commissioner is not required to designate the 

20 days in consecutive order; and 

22 Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §6749.W, sub-§3, llA, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

595, §5 and affected by §6, is amended to read: 

A. GRe--huntk-e4--and--seveRty Up to 170 days between August 
1st and April 30th of the following calendar year during 
which a person may fish for or take sea urchins by hand, 
trap or rake. The commissioner is not required to designate 
the days in consecutive order; and 

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §6749-W, sub-§§4 and 5 are enacted to read: 

4. Limj.~U.QIL.QIL9PP~D.CL_JHUML~ges. The commissioner 
34 may not authorize a zone change between August 1st and December 

l.ls.k 
36 

5. Effe~~~ of zQPe change. The effective date of a 
38 zone change authorized by the commissioner is August 1st. 

40 Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §6749-X, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
595, §5, is amended to read: 

42 
3. Purpose. The council shall make recommendations to the 

44 commissioner concerning tHe--de-s-,i.gnat.-i-on---e-f--epeR---days--.f~--tHe 

HaFvestiR~-~--&ea-~~~~-~~-AaRa~i6AiR~7-~~~r-HaRa-Fa*iR~ 
46 aRa-tFappiR~-p~Fs~aRt-te-seetieR-e+49-WT l 

48 A. The ~Jiig.nQ.J;j,9Jl __ o_L..QpJ~_lLJi.gys for th~~jng-9.Ls.e.g 
urchins by h~mdfishing, dragging, hand-raking and trapping 

50 pursuant to section 6749-W: 

Page 2-LR0379(2) 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 



2 

4 

6 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f{,: to H.P. 362, L.D. 507 

B. Resea~rojects aru:L.grants funded by the Sea Urchin 
Research Fund under section 6749-R: and 

C. Other matters of interest to the sea urchin fishery. 

Sec. 7. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from 
8 Other Special Revenue to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

10 

12 MARINE RESOURCES, DEPARTMENT OF 

14 Resource Management· Bureau of 

16 

18 

20 

22 

All Other 

Allocates funds for the 
continuation of the Sea 
Urchin ·Research Fund. 

1997·98 1998·99 

$180,000 $180,000 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
24 preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. I 

26 

28 

Further amend the 
nonconsecutive Part 
consecutively. 

bill by relettering 
letter or section 

or renumbering any 
number to read 

30 Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
summary the following: 

32 

34 I FISCAL NOTE 

36 1997-98 1998-99 

38 APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Other Funds 

REVENUES 

Other Funds 

The continuation of the 
through calendar year 1998 
collected by the Department 

$180,000 

$180,000 

surcharges on sea urchin 
will increase dedicated 
of Marine Resources for 

$180,000 

$180,000 

licenses 
revenues 
the Sea 
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Urchin Research Fund by $180,000 annually in fiscal years 1997-98 
and 1998-99 only. The department will require additional Other 
Special Revenue allocations in these amounts to authorize the 
expenditure of the additional revenue.' 

SUMMARY 

The amendment authorizes the Commissioner of Marine 
10 Resources to designate up to 150 days in sea urchin zone 1 and up 

to 170 days in sea urchin zone 2 as open days for the harvesting 
12 of sea urchins by hand, trap or rake. Under current law, the 

commissioner is required to designate 150 days in zone 1 and 170 
14 days in zone 2. The amendment also requires the commissioner to 

consult with the Sea Urchin Zone Council before deciding upon 
16 research projects and grants funded by the Sea Urchin Research 

Fund. The amendment also requires the commissioner to use the 
18 fund for communicating research results and uses of fund revenues 

to licensed sea urchin harvesters, boat tenders, processors and 
20 buyers. In addition, the amendment makes authorized zone changes 

for harvesters effective as of the start of the sea urchin season. 
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