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L.D. 502

DATE:  April 29, 1997 (Filing No. S- 161 )

UTILITIES AND ENERGY

Reported by: Senator Carey

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
118TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST SPECTAL SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " A" to S.P. 173, L.D. 502, Bill, "An
Act to Require Fair Compensation for Ratepayer Assets Used by a
Subsidiary or an Affiliate of a Utility"

Amend the bill in section 1 in paragraph G by striking out
all of last underlined sentence (page 1, lines 15 to 18 in L.D.)
and inserting in its place the following: 'If the commission is
unable to make the value determinations regqguired by this
paragraph within the time limits imposed by paragraph A, the
commission may approve the contract or arrangement without making
the determinations, except that the commigsion shall make the
determinations within 60  days of approving the contract or
arrangement. '

Further amend the bill in section 2 hy striking out all of
that part designated "§713." (page 1, lines 22 to 43 in L.D.) and
inserting in its place the following:

'S713.  Unrequlated ine ventur of utilities

A utility may . not charge its ratepayers for costs
attributable to unregulated business ventures undertaken by the
utility or an_affiliated interest. The commission shall
allocate, between a utility's shareholders and ratepayers, costs

for facilities, services or intangibles, including good will or
use of a brand name, that are shared Dbetween regulated and

unregulated business activities. The commigsion shall also

attempt to ensure that the utility or the affiliated interest
does not have an undue advantage in any competitive market as a
resul of its r 1 4 or i affiliation with a

regulated utility.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "AH " to S.P. 173, L.D. 502
Complaints by gntitie_g__qomp i wi ili r__an
affiliated 1n§g 5; an unregulate Q market, al gg ng_th a; the
113 r af ed inter ha n_un m i dvan e
a r 1 £f any relationship with th ren ffiliated
_ﬂw&m&.&_ﬁﬁjﬂmu&_ﬂw&_i
commigssion shall render a decision on any c¢omplaint filed wunder
hi ion within mon £ h e £ th filin h
commigsion may dismiss without hearing any com plglng that it
ncl i learly inten r 1 frivol r .
i lear with meri

A _complaint filed under this section must specify., to the

gwww_ww
n n i h m itive
i h '1' ) in
withi ivi i £ ission
complaint, Within 10 days of receiving the utility's response,
h mmigsi hal rmine whether th mplaint i learl
inten h r 1 is frivol r i 1 ly wi
merit. ‘
L&uww*ﬁ,_&_u@m
int " h h meani i 707 ection 1
paragraph A,'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

The Public Utilities Commission will incur some minor
additional costs to adopt certain rules pertaining to ratepayer
assets. These costs can be absorbed within the commission's
existing budgeted resources.'

SUMMARY

This amendment modifies the provisions of the bill dealing
with Public: Utilities Commission adjudication of complaints by
persons competing with a utility or an affiliate of a utility in
an unregulated market. This amendment provides that the
commission may dismiss without hearing any complaint that, after
summary investigation, it concludes is clearly intended to harass
or delay, is frivolous or is clearly without merit.

This amendment also imposes certain time 1limits on
commission determinations under the bill.

Page 2-LR0544(2)

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT



COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "M " to S.P. 173, L.D., 502

The amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill.
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