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L.D. 481 
2 

(Filing No. H- cJ,1s) 
4 

6 BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

8 

10 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 

12 

14 

16 

18 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

118TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ".(I" to H.P. 358, L.D. 481, Bill, "An 
20 Act to Regulate Body Piercing" 

22 Amend the bill by striking out all of sections 1 and 2 and 
inserting in their place the following: 

24 
'Sec. 1. 32 MRSA c. 64 is enacted to read: 

26 
CHAPTER 64 

28 
BODY PIERCING 

30 
§4321. Definitions 

32 
As used in this chapter~less the context otherwise 

34 indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 

36 1. BQ-,.'l~j._e_~(:er. "BQ..Qy piercer" means a person who 
performs body piercing on another. 

38 
2. BodY-.-Pi.§.!J;j,p,g. "Body pi~rcin~ll)eans .the creation of an 

40 ~ning in the body of a human being for the purpose of inserting 
jewelry or other decoration. This includes, but is not limited 

42 to, piercing of an ear, lip, tongue, nose or eyebrow. "Body 
piercing" does not, for the purpose of this chapter, inclu® 

44 ~cing an ear with a disposable, single-use stud or solid 
needle that is applied using a mechanical device to force the 

46 needle or stud through the ear. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. (I" to H.P. 358, L.D. 481 

3. D2dy pi~.I.cing e.~i.&hment. "Body piercing 
.~VLtablishment" means the premises where a body piercer performs 
body piercing. 

4. Department. "Department" means the Department of Human 
Services. 

5. Minor. "Minor" means an individual under 18 years of 
~~who is not emancipated as defined by Title 15, section 3003, 
subsection 6. 

§4322. Safety standards 

The department shall establish sterilization, sanitation and 
.s.gfety standards for persons engaged in the business of body 
piercing. The standards must be directeg at establishJ:mmt and 
maintenance of sterile conditions and safe disposal of 
instruments. The standards may be modified as appropriate to 
protect con~s from transmissl.on of contagious diseases 
through cross-contamination of instruments and supplies. The 
standards must be adopted by the department by NQ~ber 1, 1997. 

§4323. Body piercing of minors 

A body p.iercer may nQ.L...J?-erfQ.l'.HL.J'?Qax .. l>hl !;..lIt~ .. o>OXL~ minor 
Y.n..:L~s the indi.YiQ.u2..l obtains the P.l'.iQ.I .... ¥Lit..t.en ~c:Qn~e..nt_9~he. 
minor's pare.nt or legal 9l,,!,.Mdian. The pr2hibitiQiL,..J:.Qntained in 
this se.ction does not apply if; 

1. Pt'_QRer id!t.Q,tj,l:j&Qti.Q.Q._~h~~Q.y ___ ~ i e .u: e L.Jl.Q,;;; __ b~ee1l, 
IYrnished with proper identification showing that the individ~ 
is 18 years of age or older: and 

2. Age. The-P~d~~~~er reasonably believes such a minQr 
to be 18 years of age or older. 

§4324. License r~~ 

..L.pe.llQ.ILmgLM.L.e~l~,-g9~ __ iJL...t.b~r~!_.~iercing with.QJ.!t 
first obtaining a license from the department. 

§4325. ISSuance of licenses 

The depAr.tm.rulLrnay li~~e perSO!1JL_Y..........PJ'_gJ~UG~he arJ:............Q 
body piercing. Licenses are issued gnnually by the depgrtment 
ypon the pgyment Of a fee not to exceed $75. The license fQ.~ 
person engaged in bQth the arts Qf tgttooing, as defined by 
.Qhgpter 63, gnd body piercing mgy nQt exceed $100. The fee 
required by this section includes the cost Qf an annual 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT It 4. to H.P. 358, L.D. 481 

~~QP~ction of t~~~~~j~Qi~_~_~pment by the department. 
Licenses expire one year from date of issue. 

§4326. Rules 

The dep!il'-t_!Il~nL31hall adopt rules necessary f.9r regulating 
~~t of bo~~-pie~cin~~ adopted pursuant to this chapter 
are routine technical rules as defined by Title 5, chapter 375, 
subchapter U-A. 

§4327. Penaltie§ 

A person who fails to be licenaed as provided by sectioIl 
4324, violates the sterilization, sanitation or safety standards 
or performs body piercing on a minor without parental consent is 
gJil,lty of a c.i..v:.i..L-.Y,iru&t.iQn for which a forfeiture of not less 
than $50 nor more than $500 may be adjudged for each violation. 

§4328. Compliance 

Beginning January 1, 199~, a person seeking to engage in the 
business of body piercing shall comply with the provisions of 
this chapter. 

§4329. Re§trictign 

This Cb9~~~S not r~~L~c~he activities of a physician 
or surgeon licensed under chapter 48.' 

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
summary the following: 

'FISCAL NOTE 

1997·98 1998·99 

REVENUES 

General Fund $2,500 $2,500 

The Department of Human Services will experience an increase 
in General Fund revenue from license fees estimated to be $2,500 
annually in fiscal years 1997-98 and 1998-99. 

The additional costs associated with licensing certain 
establishments can be absorbed by the Department of Human 
Services utilizing existing budgeted resources. 

The additional workload and administrative costs associated 
with the minimal number of new cases filed in the court system 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" a .. to H.P. 358, L.D. 481 

can be absorbed wi thin the budgeted resources of the Judicial 
Department. The collection of additional fines may increase 
General Fund revenue by minor amounts. I 

SUMMARY 

The bill directs the Department 
establish sterilization, sanitation and 
art of body piercing to be enforced by 
bill also establishes a task force to 
regulate body piercing. 

of Human Services to 
safety standards for the 
the municipalities. The 
recommend legislation to 

This amendment directs the Department of Human Services to 
establish sterilization, sanitation and safety standards and 
necessary rules to regulate the art of body piercing. This 
amendment also requires persons practicing body piercing to be 
licensed by the department beginning January 1, 1998. The 
license to practice is to be renewed annually for a fee not to 
exceed $75. For those persons practicing both body piercing and 
tattooing, the renewal fee is not to exceed $100. The renewal 
fee includes costs for an annual inspection of the body piercing 
establishment by department sanitarians. 

This amendment also prohibits body piercers from performing 
body piercing on a minor unless parental consent has been 
obtained. This does not include piercing an ear with a 
disposable, single-use stud or solid needle that is applied using 
a mechanical device to force the needle or stud through the ear. 
The amendment establishes a civil violation as the penalty for 
nonadherence to chapter requirements. 

This amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill. 
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