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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 33 MRSA §459 is enacted to read:

£459. Disclosure of pesticide use on blueberry land

1. Disclosure. Prior to execution of a land sale contract,
a seller of land that has been used for blueberry cultivation at
any time during or hefore the seller's period of ownership must
disclose to the prospective buyer any knowledge the seller has of

previous. pesticide use on the land whether during or before the
seller's period of ownership. Disclosure sufficient to satisfy

the requirement of this section may be achieved either orally or

by a separate paragraph in the Jland _sale contract using
upper-case_ letters.

2. Enforcement. A prospective buyer of land from a_seller
who has wviolated subsection 1 may bring an action against the
seller for rescission of the land sale c¢ontract. At _any time
after delivery of the deed to the buver, the buyer may bring an

action against the seller for damages.

SUMMARY

This bill requires a seller of blueberry land to disclose to
the prospective buyer any use of pesticides on the land of which
the seller has knowledge. This includes knowledge the seller may
have about pesticide use that occurred before the seller bought
the land. Disclosure may be delivered orally or written in the
contract, but may not be hidden in fine-print contract language.
The bill gives the buyer the right to rescind the land sale
contract, or after delivery of the deed, to recover damages.
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