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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 428 

S.P.149 In Senate, January 23, 1997 

An Act to Clarify Tuition Rates for Middle School Students. 

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed. 

Presented by Senator NUTTING of Androscoggin. 
Cosponsored by Representative: SNOWE-MELLO of Poland. 

Printed on recycled ,paper 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 20-A MRSA §I, sub-§§17-A and 17-B are enacted to read: 
4 

J1.-A. Middle school. "M;idd~~chool~ __ 1Jle9nlL that _-p_ortiQ!LJ)f 
6 a schopl that provides instruction in any combination Q~rade 6 

~9-[Qde 9. 
8 

17-B._ MiddL~dent. "MiddleJD:,udent" means a st_ud~~t 

10 enrolled in a middle school. 

12 Sec. 2. 20-A MRS A §5204-A is enacted to read: 

14 ~04--A. Middle students r.i._qh't __ to attend school in anot4l~tt: 
administrative.unit 

16 
The following provisions govern the-Light of middle students 

18 to attend school in ano.ther_ school adminiQ_trative unit ot_her than, 
the one in which the students __ <;;\r~eside.nts-,-

20 
.. 1.. Units with a middle school. Middle students. mill' attend 

22 an approved private schoQl~ a public middle school in any 
school administrative unit with the consent of the re~eiy_~ 

24 school board. The students' parents or g1Lardians shall pay the 
cost of tuition and transportation. The receiving school shall 

26 notify the superinten@n.t. of the school administrative uni.Lwhere 
the students' parents reside._~~_name _ and gra_~~the 

28 Accepted student L 

30 2 • Living remote from p1iQlj.c schools in a s«;;b,Qol 
administrative unit. Middle_ students whose parents live remote 

32 fro!l1 a public school in their school aq.ministrative uni_~with 
th~_QDJ?_ent of the school __ J;>Q~rd __ l.1l_thAt __ unij;_L.JTIQ.v attend public_ 

34 school in an adjoining s<;;.Oool .administrative _ .. .l!..ni t in this S_tat~ 

or __ a neighboring state if the adioini..ng---1!ni_L-accepts __ --.t~ui tion 
36 .§..tudents , __ ..J]1e __ . school adJ.llinistrati ve uni t w..ber~_j;;h..e students_~ 

parents resid~ shall-2QY tuition, 
38 

3. Contract school. Students whose -l,?aren:ts reside in a 
40 school aq.ministrat,jve unit._that llontrj;),_Q.!;,s for schQQl privileges 

:!Jllder .J;!ect,ion 2701 may attend _the cont+:act school. The schoo.l 
42 gdministrative unit in which the students ~_-l?-.ar@tL reiLid~.§_h_all 

p~he cost of the contract. 
44 

4. Middle school :!lot availabIJ~_~ Middle students yhosG_ 
46 p.£.rents reside in a school administrative unit that d_oes not 

maintain a middle school and dQ~s not contract_fo_L middle sch.QQ..l 
48 ~rivileges may attend a private school approved for tuition, 

PJJ.rposes, a public school in _.....illL. adjoining unit that acce~ 
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tuition students or a school a1212roved for tuition 12ur12oses in 
2 ar:lOther s t a te ___ QL. c 0 u!LtXY----1!Q.9~~X.m iss ion of officials of the 

receiving school. The school administrativ!i1 unit where the 
4 students' 12arents reside shall 12a~ tuition in the amount u12 to 

the legal tuition rate as defined in cha12ter 219. 
6 

~-". Units witl;t~CL.Q.L_f;.e1!er ~tude:Qts. Middle students whose 
8 Q.arents reside in a school administrativ!i1 unit with a total A12ril 

1st resident student count of 10 or less ma~ attend 12ublic school 
10 as tuition students in a nearb~ school administrative unit. The 

school board of the nearb~ school _ administrativ.e unit shall 
12 acce12t the students if requested b~ the school board of the unit 

in whic):l the students' Q.arents r!i1sid!i1. The school board wh~ 
14 the students' 12arents r!i1side shall 12a~ tuition. 

16 6. Insufficient courses; time limitations. If a middle 
§.choQ] does not _ offer 2 a1212rov!i1d foreign language courS!i1s, its 

18 students ma~ attend another middle school a1212roved for tuition 
~Q.oses to take the language courses if: 

20 
A. The receiving school acce12ts tuition students; 

22 
B. The students meet the qualifications for attending their 

24 middle school; and 

26 C. The students have notified their school administrative 
.1J!!k~ A12r il 1st, before the start of each school ,l'S!ar. 

28 that the students wish to take a foreign language not being 
offered b~ their school administrative unit. The students' 

30 school administrative unit shall notif~ the students on or 
before Jul~ 15th of that year when the language course will 

32 be offered in the next school year. 

34 Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §§5805-A and 5806-A are enacted to read: 

36 §S80S-A. Middle school students: public schools 

38 Tuition charges for middle school students in 12ublic schools 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

pre governed ~ the followi~ 

-"'l'-".'-------'C"-'o~m!!.!,l?l:'-"'u"'t"'a"_'t=i~o"'n~ _ _"o"'f~_'t"'ubi!o.:t!>=.l,.,.· "o""n,--~rc.Ya_te • The t u i t ion rat eat a 
",12-"u""b,-"l"-,l,,,-' c~-,-m,-"l=-' d"..""d"",l~e,---""s-",c~h"-,o"-,o,,,-l=--~i,,-,s,,-----,t=,,h e s urn 0 fall ex 12 end i t u res d i v ide d b~ 

the number of students. These figures are determined as follows. 

A. EX12enditures are all eX12enditures for 12ublic middle 
education for the 12eriod Jul~ 1st to June 30th of the ~ear 

immediatel~ before the school ~ear for which the tuition 
charge is com12uted, exce12t eX12enditures for: 

(1) S12ecial education; 
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2 

4 

6 

8 (5) Debt retirementj and 

10 _L9l Tuition and trans.J2Qrtation. 

12 ~1:pe numbe!;" Of students is the a~_eCi;llL~Jd!l1b!;u:' of public 
midple pupi+'J;L enrolled on October 1st anp April 1st of._..th~ 

14 .Q.£!Jl~r.-,-

16 h_.l1liL£igure_Q12tain<;uL~sing the figur_eJL.estabJished in 
paragraphs A and B is divJded by the g.verage number __ of 

18 middle students on Octob~L-l~.!!.d April Ist_Q...L....t..~ear 

i!)1J)J~diatEl.ly prior to the year for which the tuition charge 
20 is comput~ 

22 IL,,-__ The tuition rate determined und.er this subsection is_ 
adjusted by the average ~ public middle education 

24 _C06.~...fQ.r. ___ tJle 2 years immediately before th~QQL-Y..e9...LJ_QX 
whicl:L_tb~.t..1lition charge is computed. This adjustm~ust 

26 pe limiteL~S1~~ncre~ 

28 2. Maximum allowable tui_tiQ~~h~_maximuI1L._ all.Qwable. 
tuiti.on cnar.ge by a public middle school is the rate __ com£uteQ 

30 under subsection 1 or the state average-£er public _middle £tudent 
cost a~ adjusted, whichever is lower. 

32 
§.~~06~A. Middle SCh90l students; private schools 

34 
Iuition charges fo),:, middle school students in_privat.~ 

36 scb-ools are governed by the foLl,owing. 

38 1. Private schools. TuitiQn rates for a private schoo+. 
must be cOffiPuted as provided under section 580S-A, subsection lL 

40 except that expendj. tur~§.nd numbe.L of students are bQJ>.ed __ on the 
expendi tur5!s and students of tl1§..t_SC!1Q.Q..:L.,-

42 
h ___ ~~iID..wn allowable tuition. The maximum aL!,QwabJ,e 

44 tuition charged to a school administrative unit by' a private 
§chool is the rate established under subsection 1 or the st,f!..tE! 

46 ave~'p'!H publi_c middle student .cost as adjusteqL~hichev~_i.[? 

lower, plus an_jnsured value factor. The insu~ed value ~g.ctox~ 
48 _Qom.,J2..1!.~.iLl2y_.Jii_y.idin--9..-5..~....QL.the_._.i_u.sured value of scho_QI buildj . .ILM 

and equil?-ITlenL..1!.y the average number. of pupils enrolled _in_ the 
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schQQ_l on October ___ Jst and Apri1_ 1st of the year immediately 
2 peLQJJLJ;.he s£.hooL--y-~.p.r fOL_which the ___ tJli tion chaD1§. is computed. 

It. may not exceed lO~o of a schpol' s legal tuition rate per 
4 stugent in_W-Y-~.1l~~ar beginning_with the 1997 -98 school year. 

6 ~ Tuitim;~ __ ~arg_~ ___ abov:e allowable maximum. A private 
school IllQL charge tuition above the allowable maximum established 

8 _i~ubsectioIL~-, __ tp_£.~axiJl1um_exc_ess ___ cha~of 15~o above the 
otherw_i~_-.£LllQWable -'Ilaxi_mulTIL._iP-__ those cases when the Q£ivate 

10 school has a tuition cont:r;:a,ct with a publiC school uniJ;; __ Q..L..J,.n 
thplill._ case§. __ wh~J1.--.th~ __ studEill_ts __ haye altern?l-tive choices for 

12 atJ;,-~ngillQ...~idclJ,g_£.GhQols aJ;,. th~La_1J_Q.wable maximum tuition rate. 
'Ih~_ amotl,n.~boy~ __ th~_Qllow£.bl!LJ!lflJ~iJnJMlLmQy.l2LI2Qid in whole or in 

14 I2-ar_Ll?-y __ th~~hpol_1igmin.istrative unit if the legislative :Qp-lh'-.Qf 

thL ad..mini_stratiY~_JJ,ILit vot~to a1,lthorize its school board to 
1 6 I2Sl-Y- a h i gh~.L __ J;.1ti t i.9.lL_ rat e . 

18 
SUMMARY 

20 
This bill extends the provisions that cover secondary school 

22 attendance in another administrative unit and tuition for that 
attendance to middle school students. In doing so, the bill 

24 requires that the maximum allowable tuition charge for public 
middle school attendance may be no higher than the state average 

26 per pupil middle student cost. 

Page 4-LR1734(1) 


