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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSIONa 1997 

Legislative Document No. 403 

S.P.124 In Senate, January 23, 1997 

An Act to Offer a Free Subsistence Fishing License to Persons 70 Years 
of Age or Older. 

Reference to the Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator BUTLAND of Cumberland. 

Printed on recycled paper 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6310 is enacted to read: 
4 

§63l0. Complimentary subsistence fishing license to persons 10 
6 years of age or old~ 

8 1. License. Notwithstanding any other provision under this 
Part, the commissioner may issue a complimentary subsistence 

10 .fishing license to a person, 70 years of age or older. A person 
jssued a subsistence fishing license may engage in the activities 

12 authorized under this section. 

14 2. Licensed activities. The holder of a §ubsistence 
fishing lic~nse may fish for I tMe < possess and transpQrt {Q.!: 

16 persQnal u~e gnly ma~ine Qrganisms permitted tQ be haryeste~ 
under a license issued in this Part if the person held at any 

18 time in the past a license or licenses that authorized the 
harvesting Qf thQse marine organisms. The cQmmi~siQner shall 

20 designate Qn a sU.bsist;.ence fishing license thQse marine Qrganisms 
that the license hQlder may harvest. 

22 
3. Docwnentation. An applicant for a subsistence fishing 

24 li.cense must provide a birth ctltificate or other evidence Qf the 
.aruUicant·s birth tQ the cQmmissioner and documentation that the 

26 Sl.pplicant has held ~icense authQrizing harvesting activities 
fQr which the applicant seeks tQ be licensed under this section. 

28 
4. Application. The cQmmissioner shall issue a subsistence 

30 fishing license to a person who applies for the license any tim~ 
dudng the calendar year in which that person attains 70 years of 

32 .99.e and whQ meets the documentation requirements of subsection 3 L 

re~rdless of the actllQl date of birth of that persQ~ during th~t 
34 calendar year. 

36 _5. Application limitations. Except as provided in this 
section, a persQn whQ hOlds a s!lbsistence fishing ,license is 

38 §Jill~ct tQ and must. comply with all Qther applicable laws or 
rules governing the harvesting Qf marine organisms. 

40 
6. Duration of license. ~ubsistence fishing license 

42 remains valid for the remainder of the life of t;.he license holder 
unless the license is suspended or revoked. 

44 

46 SUMMARY 

48 This bill creates a complimentary subsistence fishing 
license fQr coastal waters for people 70 years Qf ag~ or older. 

50 It allows a license hQlder to fish for any marine organism for 
which the license holder had been licensed to harvest at any time 
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in the past and for which the Department of Marine Resources 
2 issues a license. A license holder may only harvest marine 

organisms for personal use and may not sell the organisms. 
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