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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION ... 1997 
---_._---------------_._----------
Legislative Document No. 401 

S.P.122 In Senate, January 23,1997 

RESOLUTION. Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 
to Require the Election of the Secretary of State in Statewide Elections. 

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator AMERO of Cumberland. 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Cosponsored by Senators: LIBBY of York, BENNETT of Oxford, f<"ERGUSON of Oxford, 
KIEFFER of Aroostook, Representatives: CAMPBELL of Holden, CARLETON of Wells, 
CIANCHETTE of South Portland. 

Printed on recycled paper 
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4 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two thirds 
branch of the Legislature concurring, that the 
amendment to the Constitution of Maine be proposed: 

of each 
following 

Constitution, Art. V, Part Second, §§1 and l~A are amended to 
6 read: 

8 Section 1. Election. The Secretary of State shall mus~ be 
cho s en bieBBial ly - -at:- -. Ehe - -t-J.-r-&t- - se s s ieB - -ot- -Eae - -LB-g-i-s-l-a-t-tH"-e-,- -by 

10 jeiBE-~l~~-eE-~~-~eBateFs-~-Rep~eseBEaEives--J.~-eeBveBtieB 

every 4 years by popular election on the same date and in the 
12 same manner as provided by this Constitution for the el~_tiQ.1L_of 

Governor. 
14 

Section I-A. Succession to the office of Secretary of 
16 State. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the Secretary of 

State, the first deputy secretary of state shall act as the 
18 Secretary of State bl.Btil--a- ..se.o.r-e-t-a:r-y--&f.-·~t;ate-.,i-s- -e-J..e.o.t-ed- -J3.y-the 

be~islat;bl.Fe-~~~.,i£~-~~-ebl.FFeat;-£e££ie~--~~-ba-sessi9B7-~-~~-the 

20 Be*t--r-eq-u-.l-a:r--eF-~-a-1--sessieB for the remain.d..tl. of the term. 
If the vacancy occurs more than 90 days befor~he primary 

22 election for nominating candidates to be voted for at ~-.next 
b.istnn.i.al election, the vacancy must be filled by the first deputy 

24 s'ecretary of state until the first Wednesday after the first 
Tuesday in January following the biennial election. At the 

26 biennial election, a Secretary of State must be elected to fill 
the unexpired term created by the vacancy. 

28 
; and be it further 

30 
Constitutional referendum procedure; form of question; effective 

32 date. Resolved: That the municipal officers of this State shall 
notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and 

34 plantations to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for holding 
a statewide election, at a statewide election, on the Tuesday 

36 following the first Monday of November following the passage of 
this resolution, to vote upon the ratification of the amendment 

38 proposed in this resolution by voting upon the following question: 

40 "Do you favor amending the Constitution of Maine to be 
amended to provide that the Secretary of State be elected by 

42 the people every 4 years in the same manner as the Governor 
is elected?" 

44 
The legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall 

46 vote by ballot on this question and designate their choice by a 
cross or check mark placed within the corresponding square below 

48 the word "Yes" or "No." The ballots must be received, sorted, 
counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings 
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and returns made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as 
2 votes for members of the Legislature. The Governor shall review 

the returns and, if it appears that a majority of the legal votes 
4 are cast in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall proclaim 

that fact without delay and the amendment becomes part of the 
6 Constitution on the date of the proclamation; and be it further 

8 Secretary of State shaH prepare ballots. Resolved: That the 
Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to each city, town 

10 and plantation all ballots, returns and copies of this resolution 
necessary to carry out the purpose of this referendum. 

12 

14 SUMMARY 

16 This resolution provides for direct popular election and for 
filling vacancies in the office of the Secretary of State in the 

18 same manner as provided for the election of the Governor. 

Page 2-LR0829(1) 




