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An Act to Prohibit the Inhaling of Toxic Vapors for Effect.

Reference to the Committee on Criminal Justice suggested and ordered printed.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA §517 is enacted to read:

§517. Inohaling tozic vapoxrs for effect

1. A person may not intentionally smell or inhale the fumes
of any substance having the property of releasing toxic vapors
for the purpose of causing a condition of intoxication, euphoria,
excitement, exhilaration, stupefaction or dulled . senses of the
nervous system, or possess, buy or sell any such substance for
the purpose of violating or _aiding another to wviolate this
section.

2. This _section does not apply to the inhalation of
anesthesia for medical or dgnt@;mpgngggesu

3. A person who violates subsection 1 commits a Class FE

crime and is subject to a fine of not less than $50 or more than
$500 or not less than 10 hours or more than 100 hours of

community service, or both, and must be referred to a licensed

social worker or licensed substance abuse counselor for
evaluation and education.

Prior to _sentencing .for a 2nd offense, the court, at its
digcretion, may refer the offender to a licensed mental health or
licensed substance abuse facility for full evaluation.,

SUMMARY

This bill prohibits inhaling toxic vapors for effect. This
form of inhalant abuse 1is also called "huffing" and can cause
"sudden sniffing death"” at any time.
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