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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 305 

H.P.241 House of Representatives, January 23,1997 

An Act to Prohibit the Inhaling of Toxic Vapors for Effect. 

Reference to the Committee on Criminal Justice suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative MARVIN of Cape Elizabeth. 
Cosponsored by Senator MITCHELL of Penobscot and 
Representatives: JONES of Greenville, McALEVEY of Waterboro, MUSE of South Portland, 
O'BRIEN of Augusta, PEAVEY of Woolwich, POVICH of Ellsworth, WINSOR of Norway, 
Senator: PENDLETON of Cumberland. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.!. 17~A MRSA §517 is enacted to read: 
4 

§517. Inhaling toxic vapors for effect 
6 

1. A person may not .intentionaJ,ly smell or inhale the fumes 
8 of any substance hgving the property __ of releasing toxic VgPQ.Dl 

.for the~ose of causing a cQndit~of in~ication, euphoria, 
10 excitement, exhilargtionL--~faction or dulled sens~ of the 

X)._eryou~stem, or possess, buy or sell any such _.§J,LQstancJL for 
12 th~_~ of violating or aiding gnother to violate this 

section. 
14 

2. Thi...Q_...rulction does not apply to the inhalatio~~X 

16 anesthe~;i,lLfuLmedicgL or dental P11.IMses ,_ 

18 3. A p.erson who violates ~section 1 commits. a Class E 
.cdm§ ~,i~ subject to 9 fine of not le§s than $50 or more than 

20 .:ll..s.Q~Q.L~Q.t_J..§.ss than 10 hours or more than 100 hours of 
.community service, or both, and must be referred tQ.._i;L licensed 

22 .s...Qs.;.i al wo r ke I' 0 r 1 i censed __ .~~.t..gllQSl--.SLQ.y§~~Q.uns e l~ 0:( 

eval~~_~and education. 
24 

PriQr to sentenciruL .. c-.Jor 9 2nd of~~...J;.h~.Q.Q~ at its 
26 dis c re t i o.~~ fer th.l'LQ.ff end§ J:-.-t..o ali c§.M.ruLlIl..!ill.t...aJ....Jl.eil_lt-.lLili. 

_licensed subs~_e __ ab1..\.se facili~ for full JiWgluation. 
28 N.Q_twithstan~_ any other p.rov.i.§..,ion 32..t.:-....-J;~se.tliQp.-"_~dicial 

gjscr..§)t.,iQn as to ~_imposi tioJl of a fine or a s.Elll,t.enc:e of 
30 i!!lP.!:isQ..nment may be exercised for this. Class _ .. ~..Q.rime-". 

32 
SUMMARY 

34 
This bill prohibits inhaling toxic vapors for effect. This 

36 form of inhalant abuse is also called "huffing" and can cause 
"sudden sniffing death" at any time. 

38 
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