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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA §1252, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:

4-A. If the state pleads and proves that, at the time any
crime under chapter 9, 11, 13 or 27 was committed, the defendant
in the previous 10 years had committed and been convicted of 2 or
more crimes violating chapter 9, 11, 13 or 27, or essentially
similar crimes in other jurisdictions, then the sentencing c¢lass
for the ¢rime is one class higher than it would otherwise be. In

the case of a Class A crime, the sentencing class may not be
increased, but the prior record should be given serious

consideration by the court in __exercising its sentencing
discretion.

Prior convictions operate to enhance a sentencing class under
this subsection only if the prior convictions are entered in
separate court proceedings on separate dates and the subject
offenses occurred on separate dates.

SUMMARY

This bill enhances the sentencing class for a Class B, Class
C, Class D or Class E crime in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
17-A, chapters 9, 11, 13 or 27 if the offender within the prior
10 years has had 2 or more convictions for violations of these
same chapters or essentially similar crimes in other
jurisdictions. For a Class A crime in Title 17-A, chapter 9, 11,
13 or 27, this bill requires that the same prior convictions be
given serious consideration by a court in exercising its
sentencing discretion, Finally, the bill makes clear that in
order to qualify under Title 17-a, section 1252, subsection 4-A
the prior convictions must be entered in separate court
proceedings on separate dates and the subject crimes must have
occurred on separate dates.
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