
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1997 

Legislative Document No. 217 

S.P.78 In Senate, January 16, 1997 

An Act to Allow a Patient to Order Contact Lenses through the Mail 
without a Prior Visit to a Physician. 
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ordered printed. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §2417, sub-§4-A, as amended by PL 1993, c. 
4 600, Pt. A, §146, is further amended to read: 

6 4-A. Release of contact lens prescription. After contact 
lenses have been adequately fitted and the patient released from 

8 immediate follow-up care by the optometrist, the patient may 
request a copy of the contact lens specifications from the 

10 optometrist. Upon patient request, the optometrist shall provide 
a copy of the prescription, at no cost, which must contain the 

12 information necessary to properly duplicate the current 
prescription. The prescription must contain an expiration date. 

14 The prescription may contain fitting guidelines and may also 
contain specific instructions for use by the patient. 

16 
The prescribing optometrist is not liable for an injury or 

18 condition to a patient that results from negligence in packaging, 
manufacturing or dispensing lenses by anyone other than the 

20 prescribing optometrist. 

22 The dispensing party may dispense contact lenses only upon 
receipt of a written prescription, except that an optometrist may 

24 fill a prescription of another optometrist or a physician without 
a copy of the prescription. EHseps--i-n--1:h-e--ease-«--a--pRysieiaB 

26 wRe-~~~~~~y-seeB-~~~~~r-a-~~--~-p~ese~ip\;ieB 

maY-Re~-~~~~~~~~~~-bus-m~s~-~~~~~~~-be~~-pe~6eBa*±y 

28 dispensed-~e-~~~~-~n&-Wea~e~T An individual who fills a 
contact lens prescription shall maintain a file of that 

30 prescription for a period of 6 years. An individual, corporation 
or other entity that improperly fills a contact lens prescription 

32 or fills an expired prescription commits a civil violation for 
which a forfeiture of not less than $250 nor more than $1,000 may 

34 be adjudged. 

36 An individual may file a complaint with the board seeking 
disciplinary action concerning violations of this subsection. 

38 The board shall investigate or cause to be investigated and shall 
resolve a complaint in a timely fashion on its own motion or upon 

40 receipt of a written complaint. The board shall conduct its 
actions in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. 

42 
Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §2600, 3rd" as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, 

44 Pt. A, §195, is further amended to read: 

46 The dispensing party may dispense contact lenses only upon 
receipt of a written prescription, except that a physician may 

48 fill a prescription of an optometrist or another physician 
without a copy of the prescription. EHeept.--1n--~£e--e-a-&e-«--a 

50 pRysieian-~-~-p~evieus*y-~-~~-wea~e~T--a--~~4r-*ens 
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FtesetiFtieB-~-Bet-~-&1bbe4-~-~&1kr-b~~-~-ae-~-~~~-ay 

2 aeiB~--FetSeBa±±y--aisFeBsea--te--tae--eeBtaet--±eBs--WeatetT An 
individual who fills a contact lens prescription shall maintain a 

4 file of that prescription for a period of 6 years. An 
individual, corporation or other entity that improperly fills a 

6 contact lens prescription or fills an expired prescription 
commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture of not less than 

8 $250 nor more than $1,000 may be adjudged. 

10 Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §3300, 3rd~, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, 
Pt. A, §227, is further amended to read: 

12 
The dispensing party may dispense contact lenses only upon 

14 receipt of a written prescription, except that a physician may 
fill a prescription of an optometrist or another physician 

16 without a copy of the prescription. EHeeFt--.i-n--~.l:J.€--e-&s-e---o-f--a 

FaysieiaB-4f~-~--FtevieHs±y-~-~.l:J.€--weateFT-~-~~~--±eBs 

18 FtesetiptieB--may--Bet-~-&1bMa-~--~1],.r-~~-~-ae-~-~~~-ay 

aeiB~--FeFseBa±±y--aisFeBsea--te--tae--eeBtaet--±eBs--WeatetT An 
20 individual who fills a contact lens prescription shall maintain a 

file of that prescription for a period of 6 years. An 
22 individual, a corporation or any other entity that improperly 

fills a contact lens prescription or fills an expired 
24 prescription commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture of 

not less than $250 nor more than $1,000 may be adjudged. 
26 

28 

30 

32 
This bill allows 

prescription by mail. 

SUMMARY 

a person to fill a contact lens 
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