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FIRST 

Legislative Document No. 170 
------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
S.P.60 In Senate, January 14, 1997 

An Act to Allow U",,""_KU,""'''''' of Coo~~raJtiv«~s to by Proxy. 

Reference to the Committee on 
ordered printed. 

and Economic Development suggested and 

Presented by Senator CAREY of Kennebec. 

Printed on recyckd paper 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 13 MRSA §1602 is repealed. 
4 

. Sec. 2. 13 MRSA §1604 is enacted to read: 
6 

§1604. Voting by proxy 
8 

Unless specifi~ otherwise in an association's articles of 
10 incorporation or bylawsL-members a~rmikted to vote by proxy. 

12 1. Appointment of agent. The appointment of._one --.!2L more 
~ents to vote on behalf of the member must be by written proxy 

14 executed by the member or ----.by~ member' s._<t\!lY- authorized 
attorney-in-fact. A telegra!!L.._Q!';1.QlegrgjJ1_..Q.L_facsimile _~aring 

16 to have been transmitted. may be. considered to satisfy this 
requirement. 

18 
:2. Duration. A JllQxY-i..§..... valid....J..Qr on1.,y __ U __ month~L..x.r.om the 

20 date of its _executJ.o~. unleJili. __ Qt.herwise expressl"y ___ and 
cons-picuously provided in the..J,U:.QXY...... 

22 
3. Revocation. A proxy is revQcab~aL.the pJ .. easurfl....QL.J;.he 

24 person executing it. A--lll..Q.~ may be r.evoked, witlilllJj;, limitation, 
~ an instrument that._in~ms_ revokeJL_~_~ 

26 subsequent duly e~~. The ~uthority OC_g_Q~.Jlolde£ 

is not revoked by~eath_QL . .Quperveni1l9.-inc.QJ2acill .. of the member, 
28 e.xecuting th~oxY-.JJnless , _beforiL_..th.e........IDrt.b&.ri tr-is...._el.U;lrci.sed, 

written notice of death. __ QL-.Jncapacill.is filed wi.t.h......th~ corporate 
30 officer responsible for maintain:ill<;L. th~ist._~..f.........!IlSlmbers. The 

presence at a members' meeting of the _.member~Q.QQ..inting .. __ £L..P.roxy 
32 does nQt of itself revoke the ..1lrQ~ .. ___ J)._~mber m~evoke an 

appointment o~Jo~y~ __ ~ying notice to ~gJL~orate officer 
34 responsible for maintaining a list_of members or~~iving_~tice 

in open meeti.119-Q..:L..t.he members. 
36 

38 SUMMARY 

40 This bill removes the prohibition on members of cooperatives 
voting by proxy. The bill allows a cooperative to prohibit 

42 voting by proxy in the articles of incorporation or bylaws. If a 
cooperative does not prohibit voting by proxy in its articles of 

44 incorporation or bylaws, members of the cooperative may vote by 
proxy. 
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