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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION~1997 

Legislative Document No. 152 

H.P.128 House of Representatives, January 14, 1997 

An Act to Create a 3-Person Regional Fisheries and Wildlife Advisory 
Council within Each Resomce Management Administrative Region. 

Reference to the Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative UNDERWOOD of Oxford. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: PAUL of Sanford, USHER of Westbrook, Senator: 
KIEFFER of Aroostook. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 12 MRS A §7033-A, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 
4 782, §3, is amended to read: 

6 1. Appointment. The Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Advisory 
Council, established by Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 20, 

8 to be known as the advisory council, shall-eeasist consists of lG 
2 members representing the le--eean~ie&-~~-~~-~~~-iR--tRe 

10 Ee llewia~-maRRe-F-J - -Effie-.fl\effib&r'- -sha-1-1- -Fe-p-Fe-se-a.~ -lmEh,.e&ee~~in -beemtYT 
Keaaeeee-~~~£~y-~-SagaGahGG-beHatYt-~£€-~--&ha~~-tepteseat 

12 AteesteeJE--C-o-unt.-y-;--ene-~--sha-~~--F€p-F€£eR-t--C...:umhe-r-1and--beHatYf 

eae-memee£-££a±±-~~~€£~-~~~~~~-C-o-unt.~~~~~B&-Gean5yt-eae 

14 memeet-£Ba±±--F€~€£€£~-~--C~~r~~~~-&hall-tepteseat 

KaeH-~~--bineeln-~~y--aa.G-Wa±4e-~~t~r-ene-~--sRall 

16 tepteseat---Peaebseet---beHatyt---eae---membet---sRall---tepteseat 
Piseat;a~His---C-o-unt.~--and--~-s&-·--C~t:,.Y-J---ene--~---sRall 

18 tepteseat-Wa££J£~~~£-~~~;--aa.G-eae-m€mb€~-~1-1--Fe-p-F~se-a.t:,.-¥etk 

beHaty resource management administrative regions established by 
20 the departmept. Members of the advisory council sRa;!,;!, must be 

appointed by the Governor, subject to review by the joint 
22 standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 

fisheries and wildlife matters and to confirmation by the 
24 Legislature. The commissioner shall be serve <;l9_ a nonvoting ex 

officio member of the advisory counci1T--b-u-t--rnay--'v'ete-~-&-~r-e-a-k--a 

26 tie. 

28 An employee of the department may not serve as a member of the 
advisory council prior to the expiration of one year from that 

30 employee's last day of employment with the department. A 
Legislator may not serve as a member of the advisory council. A 

32 former Legislator who was a member of the joint standing 
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over fisheries 

34 and wildlife matters may not serve as a member of the advisory 
council prior to the expiration of one year from that former 

36 Legislator's last day of membership on that committee. 

38 Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7033-B is enacted to read: 

40 §1033-B. Regional councils 

42 1. Established. A regional council is established ...Qy __ th~ 
department pursuant t.o section 7033-A, subsection 1. 

44 
2. Appointment; terms. The regional council consists of 3 

46 members, appointed in the following mann~ 

48 A. The advisory 
from each region 

50 regional council. 

council 
shall 

member appointed by the 
serve as chair of that 
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Governor 
member's 



2 

4 

B. The advisory council shall appoint one member from among 
people recommended to the advisory council by a state-wide 
association of sportsmen. 

6 C. The advisory council shall appoint one member from among 
names submitted by Legislators, local sporting organizations 

8 or other interested organizations or individuals. 

10 Each member is~pointed for a term of 3 years. A member may not 
serve more than 2 consecutive 3-ye~terms on the same regional 

12 council. 

14 3. Meet._ings; quorum; compensat.ion. Each regional council 
shall meet at least twice each calendar year. Meetings of a 

16 regional council may be called by any member of the regional 
council. All 3 members must be present for the regional council 

18 to conduct business. Meetings of the council are not public 
proceedings under .the -P-ULvisions of Ti tJ.e 1, section 402 j 

20 however I the chair of the regional council shall ensure that 
reaspnable public notice is provided for each regional coun~il 

22 meeting and that each meeting is }leld in a public location such 
as a town hall, school or public library. Members of a regional 

24 ~ounci~~no~_ .. f!ntitled to compensation for regional council 
meetingh 

26 
4. Dut.ies. A regional council shall seek and receive 

28 comments from residents .of that region on: 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

A. Matters pertaining to the. management of the State's fish 
pnd wildlife resources; 

B. Rules proposed~he commissioner; 

C. Activities of the department and the advisory council;. 
and 

D. Any other issue that the regional council feels 
potentially affect the fish and wildlife resources of 
State. 

may 
the 

Sec. 3. Regional councils; initial appointments. The InJ.and 
Fisheries 
appointments 

and Wildlife Advisory Council shall make alJ. 
to regional councils no later than JuJ.y 30, 1997. 

46 Sec. 4. Transition. Notwithstanding the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 12, section 7033-A, a person who is an appointed 

48 member of the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Advisory Council on 
the effective date of this Act is entitled to continue to serve 

50 as a member of that council with aJ.l the powers and duties 
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incumbent in that position until the expiration of the term to 
2 which that person was appointed. The advisory council shall 

resolve by majority vote any questions that arise during this 
4 transition period pertaining to the chairship of a regional 

council established under Title 12, section 7033-B. In making 
6 any appointments to the advisory council after the effective date 

of this Act, the Governor shall abide by the appointment criteria 
8 set forth in Title 12, section 7033-A. 

10 

12 SUMMARY 

14 This bill r.eorganizes the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
Advisory Council from 10 members based on county representation 

16 to 7 members selected from the resource management regions 
established by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. 

18 
This bill also creates a 3-member regional council within 

20 each resource management region for the purpose of enhancing 
local input into fisheries and wildlife issues of local and 

22 statewide interest. The member of the state advisory council 
from each region is a member and chair of that region's local 

24 council. The other 2 members of a r.egional council are selected 
by the advisory council. Regional councils are required to hold 

26 at least 2 meetings each calendar year and to provide reasonable 
public notice of each meeting. All members serve without 

28 compensation. 

30 

32 

The bill also repeals an existing provision 
the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 
authority for the purpose of breaking a tie. 
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