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L.D. 80

DATE: L ~ 03~ § (Filing No. H-$05)

NATURAL RESOURCES

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
118TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f?” to H.P. 55, L.D. 80, Bill, "An Act
to Protect Internal Waters of the State”
Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting

clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the
following:

'‘Sec. 1. 38 MRSA c. 3, art. 1-G is enacted to read:
Article 1-G

LARES ASSESSMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM

410-L akes Assessmen Protection Program established
The Lak Assessmen nd Pro tion Program is established
within the department to monitor and protect the health and

integrity of the State's lakes.

410-M Lake ment an rotectio

In implementing the Lakes Assessment and Protection Program,

the commissioner shall conduct activities within the following
areas:

1. Education and technical _assistance. Education and
technical assistance relatin to__lak functions nd values
W rshed lannin and __ managemen implementation of est
managemen ractices ffects of cumulativ impacts an

applicable laws and rules:

2 Resource monitorin and research Monitorin and
research relatin th 1 an uali of lake resour
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/?" to H.P. 55, L.D. 80

the vulnerability and the status of lakes, the relationship

between the guali of lake resources an evelopment h i
and effectiveness of Dbest management _ practices and the

effectiveness of efforts to protect lakes; and

3. Compliance monitoring and enforcement, Promoting and
monitoring compliance with and enforcement of the natural

r rces protection laws he mandator horeland zoning law
h rm_water management laws, the erosion an edimentation
control laws and other e _and local laws providing standard

for the protection of lakes.,

In establishing priorities for activities within the Lakes

A men n Pr i Program h mmissioner hall
consider the recommendations of the Great Pond Task Force
velo ursuan ion 1842-A an he watersh riorities

established by the Land and Water Resources Council pursuant to
Title 5, section 3331,

Sec. 2. Lakes Assessment and Protection Program. The State's
lakes have great scenic beauty and irreplaceable recreational,

‘cultural, historical, economic and environmental value to the

citizens of the State. Uses of the lakes and in their watersheds
are causing the degradation of lake water quality and habitat,
thus producing significant adverse economic and environmental
impacts and threatening the health, safety and general welfare of
the citizens of the State.

The uses of concern that affect lakes are both regulated and
nonregulated, cause individual and cumulative impacts and must be
addressed in both the immediate and the long term. The Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 38, chapter 3, article 1-G establishes
the Lakes Assessment and Protection Program within the Department
of Environmental Protection to monitor and protect the health and
integrity of Maine's Jlakes, thus maintaining the value of the
lakes to the citizens of the State.

Sec. 3. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

1998-99
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,
DEPARTMENT OF
Land and Water Quality
Positions - Legislative Count (4.000)
Personal Services $171,948
All Other ; 279,568
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "}?" to H.P, 55, L.D. 80

Provides funds for one Biologist II
position, one Biologist I position, one
Environmental Specialist III position and
one Environmental Specialist II position for
support costs and to carry out lake
assessment and protection projects.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION -
TOTAL $451,516"

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following: '

'FISCAL NOTE
1998-99
APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS
General Fund $451,516

This bill includes a General Fund appropriation of $451,516
in fiscal year 1998-99 for the Department of Environmental
Protection to establish a new lakes assessment and protection
program, '

SUMMARY

This amendment establishes the Lakes Assessment and
Protection Program within the Department of Environmental
Protection, In implementing the program, the Commissioner of
Environmental Protection shall conduct activities including
education and technical assistance, resource monitoring and
research and compliance monitoring and enforcement. In
establishing priorities for these activities, the commissioner
shall consider the recommendations of the Great Pond Task Force
and the priorities established by the Land and Water Resources
Council.

The amendment also appropriates $451,516 from the General
Fund to provide funds for 4 positions and support costs to carry

out the Lakes Assessment and Protection Program. Finally, the
amendment adds a fiscal note to the bill. .
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