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An Act Concerning the Responsibility of Prisoners for Family Support.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 34-A MRSA §3039, sub-§4 is enacted to read:

4. Family support. From money available to the offender
from any source, or that could be available if the offender
accepted and satisfactorily performed available work, a committed
offender in _a correctional facility shall pay, at  times
prescribed by the court, up to 25% of that money. as needed, to
fulfill the requirements of a court order for support of a

spouse, a former spouse and any children of the offender. This
payment is in addition to any other payments that may be required
by Title 19, chapter 7, A committed offender who is under a

the crime of defrauding a creditor if that offender removes money
from the offender's account for the purpose of avoiding the

obligations of this subsection. Defrauding a creditor is a Class

In. considering whether to reduce a committed offender's support
obligations that were determined before incarceration, the court
may_not reduce these obligations below the requirements of this
subsection., The commissioner shall keep the courts informed as
to whether the committed offender has declined work opportunities
or work opportunities have been terminated because of

the nonworking committed offender's support obligations, the
court shall consider the fact that the offender could be drawing
income by working, if that is the case.

If an offender meets the obligations of this section while
incarcerated, the offender at any time after release may petition
the court based on proven inadequate assets or income to suspend
or waive support obligations to the State that may have been

incurred during incarceration.

SUMMARY

This bill requires that an offender incarcerated in a state
correctional facility pay up to 25% of the money in that person's
account in the facility, or that could be in the account by
virtue of the offender's working, in order to meet the provision
of any court-ordered support or alimony, including that of a
spouse or former spouse regardless of whether that spouse has

custody of any of the person's children. The offender must
maintain at least 25% of the offender's income in the offender's
account in order to meet the support obligations. Shifting money

out of the offender's account in order to escape these provisions
is fraudulent conveyance, which is a Class D crime.
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