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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §241, as amended by PL 1973, c. 792, §l, is 
4 further amended to read: 

6 §Z4l. State Auditor; salary 

8 The State Auditor saall-Be is the head of the Department of 
AuditT-as-ne~e~9f9Fe-es~aB±isaee. We-saall The State Auditor must 

10 be a certified public accountant or a college graduate with not 
less than 6 years of experience as a professional accountant or 

12 auditor, including not less than 5 years of auditing experience, 
of which not less than 4 years saa±l must have been in a 

14 supervisory capacity. We--s-ha-J.J--ee--e±eel:ee The State Auditor is 
nominated by the Governor and must be confirmed by a 2/3 majority 

16 of the Legislature by a joint ballot 9f--l:ae--geaal:9Fs--aae 
RepFesea~a~ives-iR-e9RveR~ieR-aRe-saall-a9±e. The term of office 

18 f9F--a--l:eFFR--o-f--4 of the State Auditor is 7 years 9F--unt.-i-l--ais 
sbl.eeess9F--i-s--e-I~-ed---a~e--~bl.a±i:fiee. We The State Auditor may 

20 serve only one term. The State Auditor shall exercise Sblea the 
powers and perform sblea the duties as--aFe set forth in this 

22 chapter. ±a---e-ase If the office of State Auditor saa±±--Be-e9FRe 
becomes vacant during a period when the Legislature is not in 

24 session, the appointment of a person to fill Sblea the. vacancy 
saal± must be made immediately by the PFesieeR~-~-~~~Ra~-eF 

26 if --t-ha-t-- -&f-f-i-£-e--Be- -v-aa-an-t-, - by- -~ae - -Speak-e-r- - ef--to-a.e --H&u&e-,--saie 
peFs9R-l:e-aele-effiee Governor until such time as the Legislature 

28 saa±±--FReel: meets in regular or special session, aae--eil:aeF 
eeafiFFR-~~~i-nt~-ef-£~-i~-~r~-eF--£~-e-~~~-peFseH 

30 l:e--f-i-l-l--~ae--e.f.f-i-£-e--du-~ing--~ne-~i-r-ed--l:eFFR j:l.t which time the 
Legislature shall vote upon the individual appointed as provided 

32 in this section. If the Legislature fails to confirm the 
appointment, the office becomes vacant until a gubernatorial 

34 nominee is confirmed by the Legislature to fill the office during 
the unexpired term. During any vacancy, the duties of the office 

36 must be performed by the deputy auditor as provided in section 
242. 

38 
Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §241q A, as amended by PL 1989, c. 857, §15, is 

40 further amended to read: 

12 §Z4l-A. Transition period 

44 In order to provide for an orderly transition following the 
~bl.aeFeaaia± septennial election of the State Auditor, the State 

46 Auditor-elect may not take the oath of office or otherwise 
qualify for the office for a period of no less than 30 days 

48 following that election. 

50 Sec. 3. 5 MRSA §242, as amended by PL 1987, c. 802, §§l and 
2, is further amended to read: 
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2 §242. Organization; deputy 

4 The Department of Audit shall-be is organized in the manner 
the State Auditor may--aeem considers best suited to the 

6 accomplishment of its functions. It sha;!,;!, must have sHeh 
auditors, assistants and employees as the State Auditor may 

8 FeE.fHiFe requires, but they sha.J..J.--ae are subject to the Civil 
Service Law. 

10 
Any person e;!,ee~ea Q£QQinted to the position of State 

12 Audi tor SF must be currently qualified as a certified public 
accountant and any person permanently employed by the Department 

14 of Audit as deputy auditor, director of audits or assistant 
director of audits must be currently qualified as or have 

16 successfully completed or passed the examination for a certified 
public accountant, public accountant or certified internal 

18 auditor. PeFssas-Re~-£e-~~~~~~~~~~-~~-~bese-aHaiE 

sHpeFvissFy-pssiEieas-sa-a-EempsFaFy-basis-asE-Es-eHeeea-9-msaEhsT 
20 

In the event of a vacancy in the office of State Auditor 
22 because of death, resignation, removal or other cause, the deputy 

audi tor shall perform the duties of the office until a State 
24 Auditor has been appointed in conformity with section 241, and 

has been duly qualified. In the event of absence or disability of 
26 the State Auditor, the deputy auditor shall ;!'iI!,ewise perform the 

duties of the office during his the State Auditor's absence. 

10 SUMMARY 

32 This bill provides for the appointment of the State Auditor 
by the Governor, subject to a 2/3 vote of the Legislature. The 

14 bill also establishes a 7-year term, with a one-term limit, and 
clarifies that the State Auditor must be a certified public 

i6 accountant at the time of the appointment. 
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