MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




117th MAINE LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1996

Legislative Document No. 1791
S.P.701 In Senate, February 15, 1996

An Act to Initiate Education Reform in Maine.

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered

printed. W 72
i

MAY M. ROSS
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator AMERO of Cumberland. (GOVERNOR’S BILL).

Cosponsored by Representative MITCHELL of Vassalboro and

Senators: BENOIT of Franklin, KIEFFER of Aroostook, PARADIS of Aroostook,
Representatives: BARTH of Bethel, BENEDIKT of Brunswick, BIGL of Bucksport,
CAMERON of Rumford, DAMREN of Belgrade, DORE of Auburn, GIERINGER of
Portland, GOOLEY of Farmington, HICHBORN of Lagrange, JOSEPH of Waterville, LIBBY
of Kennebunk, LIBBY of Buxton, LOVETT of Scarborough, MCELROY of Unity, MURPHY
of Berwick, O’GARA of Westbrook, POIRIER of Saco, RICE of South Bristol, TUFTS of
Stockton Springs.

Printed on recycled paper



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §6208 is enacted to read:

§6208. System of learning results established

The department in consultation with the state board shall
establish and implement a comprehensive, statewide system of
learning results, referred to in this section as the "system,' no
1 r than the 2002- hool ar. Th m _m d on
the guiding principles in subsection 1 and the content standards
in subsection 2.

1. Guiding principles. Fach student must leave schogol as:

A. A clear an ffectiv ommunic r who:

1 Uses oral, written, visual, artistic and
technological modes of expression:
2 Rea listen and _interpr mess from
multiple sources:; and
English an 1 her lan

B. A self-directed and life-long learner who:

1 Create career and du ion lan h reflec
personal goals, interests and skills, and available
resources;

(2) Demonstrates the capacity to undertake independent
study: and

(3) Finds and  uses information from 1libraries,
electronic data bases and other resources:

C. A creative and pr ical problem ver who:

(1) Observes situations objectively to clearly and
accurately define problems:

(2) Frames guestions and designs data collection and
analysis strategies from all disciplines to answer
those questions;

(3) Identifies patterns, trends and relationships that
apply to solutions to problems; and
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E.

(4) Generates a variety of solutions, builds a case
for h n n iticall val th
effectiveness of this response;

A nsibl nd involv itizen who:

1 R niz h wer rsonal rtici ion
affect the community and demonstrates participation
skills:

2 r nd h importan £ in
responsibility for personal decisions and actions:

Know h mean in r n
mmun lth well-being:
A col i ity wor who '
Know h ru r n fun n £ h 1 r
market:

(2) Assesses individual interests, aptitudes, skills,

nd v in r ion man the work ; and

(3) Demonstrates reliability, flexibility and concern

for quality: and

F. An integrative and informed thinker who:

2,

(1) Applies knowledge and skills in and across English

foreign

ngu v 1 n

T

rmin r

languages, health and physical education, mathematics,
science, social studies and career preparation; and

mpr n r ionshi amon

ough n meth i

A

wi

ifferent m

e

f

h raditional

Content standards, FEach student must satisfy the
following content stapdards.

In th £ r pr ra

monstr nder ndin
nction n £ h inter

people, tools and materials:
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(2) Use academic knowledge and age-appropriate tools
in practical applications that are linked to_ the

work r hn i in i :

n h conomi of workpl :

(4) Develop career and education plans based on
assessment of self in relation to workplace demands;

i 1 job- kin ncemen

skills;

(6) Acquire and adopt skills that ensure success in
il work ni i :

r n n work rshi n
iati kil i fully with
others in an increasingly diverse world;

(8) = Demonstrate awareness of family roles and
relati hi how interrelate with community
life: and

A in mi o)
n i i hoi

In the area of English language arts, the student must:

Know w __lan n liter r rib
nder ndin he h n_experience;

R r an lassical liter re_from diverse
1 ri £ r
Articul h im r i 1i in q
iewi n rsonal thinkin lief n lues;
D n r ndin i m f
literature:
(5) Use a wide variety of strategies to present
inf ion i in a format appropriate to
purpose and audience:
{(6) Use standard oral and written language conventions
r n n lling:
(7) Practice writing a r h ingl s
planning, drafting, giving and receiving feedback,

editing and presenting:
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wi vari

r rch r highligh r
Xpr n

(9) Collect, analyze and organize material to inform,

ri ntertain an r :

1 1i view wi m :

11 R r i h

rom h imar n n r
of purposes;

12 R niz h nten W

n know wh n i

(2) Engage in conversations and discussions about
everyday topics and current events wusing authentic

information:

Pr n inf ion
vari f i rall in w i
of listeners or readers both within and beyond the
h ing:
4 i in, 1 r i mati m
variety of sources, including technologies and

worldwide resources:

(5) Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures
and develop insights into the student's own culture;
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(1) Make linguistic, economic, political,
geographical, cultural and historical connections_ among

countri and peoples.

In the area of health and physical education, the

student must;

(1) Comprehend concepts and practices that enhance

health and reduce health risks:

(2) Understand the short-term and long-term impact of
personal behaviors on health:

(3) Understand the interrelationship of mental,
emotional, social and physical health;

(4) EKnow when, where and how to gain access to good
health information an re;

(5) Understand basic concepts of personal, family and
community health:;

{(6) Use strategies to manage stress;:

(7) Use communication and problem-solving skills to
improv nd maintain health an r i kills n d
to cope successfully with pressures;

(8) Be physically active:

{9) Achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of

physical fitness that is directly related to academic
performance;

(10) Understand the role of regular physical activity
in contributing to personal health and productivity:

(11) Demonstrate a variety of motor skills: and

(12) Demonstrate responsible personal and social
behavior in physical activity settings.

In the area of mathematics, the student must:

(1) Attain and apply knowledge and skills of
mathematics;

(2) Understand the meanings and relationships of
numbers and the effects of operations on numbers:
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om ccuratel with ropriate ol nd
valu he re nablene f answers:

(4) Formulate and solve problems that involve

collecting, organizing, analyzing, presenting and
drawing conclusions from data;

u he i o) ro ili 4 r ize the
ncertain n limi i involv in rawin
nclusi from f :
(6) Use the geometric concepts of size, shape,
1 ion imensi n by iv to describe
har rigti he world:

(7) Use measurement units and tools to describe and

j if Jution real worl roblem

(8) Use patterns, relationships and functions to
generalize and predict solutions to problems;

nstr vi 1l an mbolic model represen
a problem or an idea;
(10) Use the main ideas of discrete mathematics to
determine if a problem has a solution, how many

solutions exist and which solution is best for the
given situation;

11 Recognize the historical and soci 1 importance
of mathematics:

2 se mathematical reasonin o 3 ify ideas and
make informed decisions: and
13 Use m matic o mak en f the world.
In th r f ien th ent m :
1 he knowl nd skills of ien n t

scientific inquiries:

(2) Comprehend the similarity, diversity and
i by ndence of livin nd nonlivin hings in the
environment;
R niz at cell r he i nit £f 1if
can repr e themselves:
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4 nder n asi £ 1if n h 11 livin

h r r m r h hange
i n_underqo:
now h work h h:

7 Articul W, human hav learn bou h

niver n h incipl which i r :

c nd an 1 h n f energy:
nderstan he motion of obj n he forces
that can change that motion:

Appl ien kil f igsition
inter ion nd n ion £ in
problem-solving situations using existing and emerging
technology:

n m r m m kills:
R niz hi rical an i importan

£ i n implemen i i
knowledge;

(13) Use scientific reasoning to justify ideas and
make informed decisions: and

1 ienc mak n he world.

G. In the area of social studies, the student must:

1 nder n n 1 h 1 n inciples of
responsibility, power anmn rtici ion in iety:

2 nder n how exerci h igh n
responsibilities ~of participation in civic 1life,
including how to analyze and evaluate public policies;
(3) Understand power and how it is distributed and
gxgrggggd;

4 nder n he t n r e f rnments
their evolution and their relationships with _the

erned;
Understan n 1 nsti ional principle nd
the democratic foundations of national, state and
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local political, economic and _social systems _and
institutions of the United States:

{6) Understand the past and present political

relationshi between h nite n other
nations:
1 Analyz h h n xperien hr h im

identify enduring philosophies and themes and turning

(8) Use the chronology of history and major eras to
demonstrate the relationships of events and people;

{9) Use technology and evaluate the credibility and
perspectives of multiple sources of information,

includin n rtif m r n
literature in interpreting curremt and historical
vents:
1 Identif redi hi rical n rren
x rnin j :
er n n nalyz h lationshi n

people and environments:

(12) Know how to construct and interpret maps and use
her raphi 1 1 te and deriv
information t 1 1l regions an

environments:;

Appl h hysical and h n char risti f
places and regions to analyze their patterns of change;
(14) Understand how the physical characteristics and

roc h rth' rf h o ms an
r f hum havior;

i_il___niég__5§_§L£QL§§ of people and environments to

r n rn of lation inter ndenc
r r ion an nfli how r
h mi litic n ultural s m

(16) Understand and analvzg elements hat compose

indivi 1l an 1 1 nti

17 r nd common characteristics of unigue
expr ion ltures including language lief

e ar ci 1 insti ions an chnol
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r n n nalyz the benefits and
challenges oﬁ cultural mteﬁs_t.ms__a__d_bg_th_ey__g@d

nfli n r nden n
X ieties:
(19) Understand and apply basic economic _concepts of
production, distribution and consumption to make
decisions as an effective participant in the global
economy;

n h indivi ls, households,
in ver n ieties m isions
r vai ili h nd

£i f choi :
(21) Understand the economic systems of the United

States, including their principles, development and
institutions;

{22) Apnalyze how different economic systems function,
in whi h han

r time; an

2 n ul of r
n istri 1 weal in 1 1
reqgi 1 ional an mies.
In the area of visual and performing arts, the student
must:
1 r r perform in vi l an rforming arts to

express ideas and feelings:

(2) Use the vocabulary, elements, principles and
structures of art forms to communicate ideas, feelings
nd m n interpr meani in hers' work:

(3) Use problem-solving skills, the creative process,
ref ion n -ev i in reati revisin

and refining work in progress:

(4) Use a vgrig;v of approaches, styles, media and

performance modes, including technology, to develop and
create works of visual and performing arts;

(5) Understand the roles, relationships _ and
ifferences on he visual an rformin by and
use knowledge and skills in the arts in other
disciplines;
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7 nder nd how th r h r
r in 1l an i
r niz xem works from i
4 hi rical :_an
knowl r artisti inci
to determine how and when the arts are being used to
manipul r in

Sec. 2. System must include plan to assist school administrative
units. The system of learning results established in the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 6208 must include a plan to
assist school administrative wunits in helping all students
achieve the learning results. The plan must include criteria to
identify school administrative units experiencing difficulty
meeting the learning results and the provision of intensive
assistance to these school administrative units. The plan must
specify sanctions that will be applied to school administrative
units when all other measures designed to achieve the learning
results fail. The plan for assistance must be established by
July 30, 1997 and implemented during the 1997-98 school year.

Sec. 3. System must include plan for professional development. The
system of learning results established in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 20-A, section 6208 must include a statewide plan
for professional development designed to promote the learning
results. The professional development plan must be established
in consultation with the State Board of Education, local school
administrative wunits, higher education institutions in this
State, regional partnerships and other interested stakeholders.
The professional development plan must be completed by June 30,
1996. The plan must be implemented on July 1, 1996 and must
include incentive funds awarded by the Department of Education to
all school administrative wunits participating in the plan.
Incentive funds must be awarded at a rate of $5 per pupil or $10
per pupil for school administrative units whose professional
development plans are accomplished in collaboration with one or
more other school administrative units.

Sec. 4. System must establish student assessment system. The
system of learning results established in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 20-A, section 6208 must establish a student
assessment system to be known as the Maine Comprehensive
Assessment System consisting of state and local assessments to
measure progress and ensure accountability. The student
assessment system must include a
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statewide assessment test for elementary, middle and secondary
school students designed to measure achievement of the learning
results.

The current Maine Education Assessment test, the 'MEA," must
be suspended for 1llth-grade students for one year in the 1996-97
school year. A portion of the savings from suspension of the
llth-grade test must be used to redesign the MEA test taken in
the 4th and 8th grades. The redesigned test for 4th-grade and
8th-grade students must be administered beginning in the 1997-98
school year. A portion of the savings from suspension of the
ll1th-grade test must be used to begin development of a redesigned
secondary level assessment test to be given twice yearly and to
be open to any student. Receipt of a high school diploma must be
based on the satisfactory completion of the secondary level state
and local assessment tests. The redesigned secondary 1level
assessment test must be completed by June 30, 2000.

The student assessment system must also include a variety of
local assessments, including student portfolios, performances,
demonstrations and other records of achievements. Final
implementation of the student assessment system must be completed
between June 30, 1997 and the 2002-03 school year.

Sec. 5. Report. The Department of Education shall provide an
annual report no later than December 15th to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education
matters regarding progress toward implementation of the learning
results. The annual report may include recommendations for
legislation concerning implementation of the learning results.

Sec. 6. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

1996-97
EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF
Curriculum - Education
All Other $100,000

Provides funds through the Innovative
Educational Grant program to establish
regional, collaborative demonstration sites
to allow schools in partnerships to
demonstrate the efficiencies of
consolidating the school business functions
of payroll, purchasing, accounts payable,
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food service management and other
appropriate business services.

Curriculum - Education
All Other 2,000,000

Provides incentive awards to Maine school
administrative units participating in the
statewide system for professional
development 1linked to student learning
results.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This Dbill requires the Department of Education, in
consultation with the State Board of Education, to establish a
comprehensive statewide system of learning results no later than
the 2002-03 school year. This requirement is consistent with the
recommendations in the 1996 report of the Task Force on Learning
Results. The bill sets guiding principles and content standards
for this system of learning results. The system must include a
plan to assist school administrative wunits in helping all
students achieve the learning results and a plan for professional
development. The bill requires the establishment of a student
assessment system, encompassing changes to the current assessment
tests and a redesigned test for secondary students. Receipt of a
high school diploma must be based on the satisfactory completion
of the secondary level state and local assessment tests.
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