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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §2613, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1979, c. 541,
Pt. B, §28, is further amended to read:

1. Variamnces. The commissioner may grant one or more
variances from an applicable state primary water drinking water
regulation to a public water system, if the variance will not
result in an unreasonable risk to the public health, and if:

A. Because of the characteristics of the raw water sources
reasonably available to the systems, the system eannet can
not meet the maximum contaminant levels of sueh the drinking
water reqgulation despite application of the best £easible
technology, treatment techniques or other means; or

B. Where a specified treatment technique for a eentaminate
contamipant is required by the state primary water drinking
water regulation, the system demonstrates to the
commissioner's satisfaction that sueh the treatment
technique is not required to protect the public health
because of the nature of the raw water source.

Prior to granting a variance, the commissioner shall provide an
opportunity for public hearing pursuant to the Maine
Administrative Procedure Act on the proposed variance. Variances
may be conditioned on monitoring, testing, analyzing or other
requirements to insure ensure the protection of the public
health; and variances granted under paragraph A,--shall must
include a compliance schedule under which the public water system
will meet each contaminant level for which a variance is granted
as expeditiously as is feasible.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §2613, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1979, c. 541,
Pt. B, §29, is further amended to read:

2. Exemptions. The commissioner may grant one or more
exemptions from an applicable state primary water drinking water
regulation to a public water system, if:

A. The exemption will not result in an unreasonable risk to
the public health;

B. The public water system is unable to comply with the
regulation due to compelling factors, which may include
economic factors; and

C. The public water system was in operation on the earliest
effective date under present or prior law of the contaminant
level or treatment technique requirement.
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Prior to implementation of a schedule for compliance with
contaminant level or treatment technique requirements and for
implementation of control measures, the commissioner shall
provide notice and opportunity for public hearing pursuant to the
requirements of the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. Each
exemption shall must also be conditioned on monitoring, testing,
analyzing or other requirements to insure ensure the protection
of the public health, and shall must include a compliance
schedule under which the public water system will meet each
contaminant level for which an exemption is granted as
expeditiously as is feasible anrd-din -any-event-nei--laber--than-7
years-after-the-adoption-of-the-state-primary-drinking-requlatien.

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §2613, sub-§4 is enacted to read:

x ion: exten Th mption i 4 i for
n fter he i £ xemption
Th inal X lian rovi i h 1
n an ex n_m n for i n 3
h he i n £ xemption if:

Th ic w r m n m h ndar
wi i im m mpl
within the period of the exemption:

2 In th £ lic w m_th need
the system has entered into an agreement to obtain
fin ial i nce; or

Th 1li w r m nter in n

r 1 reemen x reqi
public water m n e m is taking

r i 1 m h .

n m m han

i ion h inancial i e
m mpt i r m
new m i -year r i th
m 1 i 1l pr i
r remen i X .

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §2614, sub-§3 is enacted to read:

11— r £ i ion
ion 1 "boil-w r order" mean n order i he
r f H rvi X he health erson
consuming water from a public water system that may be

contaminated by pathogenic microorganisms,
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The commissioner may adopt rules for issuing a boil-water order
A Dboil-water order may be issued by the ggmm1§§19ngr for
violation that the commissioner considers a serious ;1§k to

public health or for a situation that may have an adverse impact
he heal h rs. A boil-water order is considered

MMMLMM@ the procedural

uirem r nder thi i Rather, th

WJMRLJ&W for issuing

-W rs.

Sec. 5. 22 MRSA §2615, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 751,

§4 is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

_J_JLJ‘AM_S____O___E_S_P_M__S_&_LbuLL no event
&QW&MMMcQoQ, a public

w h if 1 1 £ r: th
m m inistr r of th
ir n Pr ion : th rs; and th
n i in h r r h m of the
n i £ff if ms

A, Is not in compliance with the state primary drinking
r r lati :

B il rm moni in in r analyzin r
fajls to provide samples as required by rules and
lati f th r nt:;
n nder i 2613
D. Is subject to an exemption granted under section 2613;: or

E., Is not in compliance with the requirements prescribed by
a variance or exemption.

The commissioner shall adopt rules that further prescgribe the
form, manner and frequency for giving notice under thisg section.

Sec. 6. 22 MRSA §2615, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:

1-A. Notice; frequency and procedures. The supplier of
water shall complete public notification at least in accordance
with the following frequency and in accordance with procedures

1i fur r r .

A, Notice for a bhoil-water order must be completed within
4 r he i nce.

B, Notice of any violation of a maximum contamipnant level
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or _any other violation designated by the commissioner as
posing a serious potential adverse health effect must be
given as soon as possible, but in no case later than 14 days

after the violation except:

1 Violation h re cov d aragraph A: or

(2) Acute violations that may include, but are not
limi r men hni iolations and maximum
contaminant level violations in which notification is
required within 72 hours of the identification of the
violation as established by rule.

C. Notice of a continuous violation of a regqulation other
than a maximum contaminant level must be given at least
every 3 months; and

D. Notice of violations judged to be less serious must be
given at least annually.

As long as the noncompliance, failure, variance or exemption

continues, notification must be given of that fact at least once
r n £ her e rul to form, manner
nd fr .
STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is to make the state drinking water
laws consistent with the federal Safe Drinking Water Act as
required to maintain primacy.

The bill also proposes changes to the public notification
section at the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 2615 to
ensure the drinking water program's ability to enforce the
current Federal Public Notification Rule as adopted into the
program’'s rules by reference.

Further, the bill proposes changes to the emergency powers
of the drinking water program to initiate action under the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 2613. The drinking water
program currently has adopted by rule procedures for the issuance
of boil-water orders under section 2614.

The bill establishes procedures for the issuance of
boil-water orders.
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