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FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1995
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S.P. 622 In Senate, December 22, 1995

An Act to Allow the Diagnosis of Biologically-based Mental Illness by
Licensed Psychologists.

(EMERGENCY)
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Cosponsored by Representative POVICH of Ellsworth and

Senators: AMERO of Cumberland, BUSTIN of Kennebec, CARPENTER of York,
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, under current law, provisions governing insurance
coverage for biologically-based mental illnesses are scheduled to
take effect July 1, 1996; and

Whereas, the provisions authorize the diagnosis of these
mental illnesses only by licensed allopathic or osteopathic
physicians; and

Whereas, in current practice, many of these diagnoses are
made by psychologists at the request of physicians; and

Whereas, this 1legislation authorizes the diagnosis of
biologically-based mental illnesses by licensed psychologists; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 24 MRSA §2325-A, sub-§5-C, JA, as repealed and replaced
by PL 1995, c. 407, §1, is amended to read:

A. All group contracts must provide, at a minimum, benefits
according to paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person
receiving medical treatment for any of the following mental
ilinesses diagnosed by a licensed allopathic or osteopathic
phy31c1an or a licensed psyggglgg;s; who is trained and has

received a _dogtorate psychology specializing in the
evaluation and treatment of human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia:

(2) Bipolar disorder:;

(3) Pervasive developmental disorder, or autism;
(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder;

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7} Major depressive disorder.
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Sec. 2. 24 MRSA §2325-A, sub-§5-D, §A, as enacted by PL 1995,

c. 407, §2, is amended to read:

C.

A. All individual and group contracts must make available
coverage providing, at a minimum, benefits according to
paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person receiving medical
treatment for any of the following mental illnesses
diagnosed by a licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician
r . . w : ‘n .
i ializi i v i

treatment of human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia;

(2) Bipolar disorder;

(3) Pervasive developmental disorder, or autism;

(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder;

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 3. 24-A MRSA §2749-C, sub-§1, JA, as enacted by PL 1995,

407, §5, is amended to read:

A. All individual policies must make available coverage
providing, at a minimum, benefits according to paragraph B,
subparagraph (1) for a person receiving medical treatment
for any of the following mental illnesses diagnosed by a
licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician or a licensed
psychologist who is trained and has recejved a doctorate in
psychology specializing in the evaluation and treatment of
human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia;

(2) Bipolar disorder;

(3) Pervasive developmental disorder, or autism;

(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder:;

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or
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(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 4. 24-A MRSA §2843, sub-§5-C, §A, as repealed and replaced

by PL 1995, c. 407, §6, is amended to read:

A. All group contracts must provide, at a minimum, benefits

according to paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person

receiving medical treatment for any of the following mental

illnesses diagnosed by a licensed allopathic or osteopathic

physician or a licensed psychologist who is trained and has
i ved 3 : hol ializi . ]

i n r m £ hum h r:

(1) Schizophrenia;

(2) Bipolar disorder;

(3) Pervasive developmental disorder, or autism:;
(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder;

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 5. 24-A MRSA §2843, sub-§5-D, A, as enacted by PL 1995,

c. 407, §7. is amended to read:

A. All group contracts must make available coverage
providing, at a minimum, benefits according to paragraph B,
subparagraph (1) for a person receiving medical treatment
for any of the following mental illnesses diagnosed by a

licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician or a licensed
psychologist who is trained and has received a doctorate in
1 ializj i h 1 j m f

human behavior:
(1) Schizophrenia;
(2) Bipolar disorder;
(3) Pervasive developmental disorder, or autism;
(4) Paranoia;

(5) Panic disorder;
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C.

Cc.

(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder.

Sec. 6. 24-A MRSA §4234-A, sub-§6, YA, as enacted by PL 1995,

407, §10, is amended to read:

A. All group contracts must provide, at a minimum, benefits
according to paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person
receiving medical treatment for any of the following mental
illnesses diagnosed by a licensed allopathic or osteopathic

physician or a licensed psychologist who is trained and has
r i t i hol ialigij in th

evaluation and treatment of human behavior:
(1) Schizophrenia;
(2) Bipolar disorder;
(3) Pervasive developmental disorder, or autism;
(4) Paranoia:;
(5) Panic disorder;
(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or

(7) Major depressive disorder. b! 1995, c¢. 407, @10
(new). 7b

Sec. 7. 24-A MRSA §4234-A, sub-§7, A, as enacted by PL 1995,

407, §10, is amended to read:

A, All individual and group contracts shall must make
available coverage ©providing, at a minimum,  Dbenefits
according to paragraph B, subparagraph (1) for a person
receiving medical treatment for any of the following mental
illnesses diagnosed by a licensed allopathic or osteopathic

physician or a licensed psychologist who is trained and has
r - . in A . o
evaluation and treatment of human behavior:

(1) Schizophrenia;
(2) Bipolar disorder:;
(3) Pervasive developmental disorder, or autism;

(4) Paranoia;
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(5) Panic disorder;
(6) Obsessive-compulsive disorder; or
(7) Major depressive disorder.

Emergency clause. 1In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill expands the diagnostic language of the statutory
provisions governing insurance coverage for biologically-based
mental illnesses to include the diagnoses of licensed
psychologists. The bill is an emergency and takes effect when
approved.
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