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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, recent funding decisions related to the federal
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program have created
significant financial hardships for Maine's low-income, elderly
and disabled citizens; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety:; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. Eligibility and payment standards. Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, until March 1, 1996, the Maine State
Housing Authority shall extend eligibility for low-income home
energy assistance on the same basis as eligibility was determined
during the 1994-95 heating season and make benefit payments in
amounts determined by the authority.

Sec. 2. Joint Standing Committee on Human Resources; hearing and
legislation. The Joint Standing Committee on Human Resources shall
hold a public hearing by January 31, 1996 to, at a minimum:

1. Seek alternatives to address State and Federal
Government actions that have had an impact on the federal
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program in relationship to the
federal food stamp program; and

2. Consider long-term solutions and alternatives to provide
adequate support within existing budgeted resources for the
State's low income, elderly and disabled citizens.

The committee may report out legislation or other
recommendations related to the issues addressed at the hearing to
the Second Regular Session of the Legislature no later than March
1, 1996.

Sec. 3. Repeal. This Act is repealed March 1, 1996.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.
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FISCAL NOTE

Although the bill does not have a direct fiscal impact on
the state-administered funds of the Maine State Housing Authority
and the Department of Human Services, it does increase the number
of people eligible for a low-income home energy assistance
payment. Regardless of the benefit amount, this change has the
effect of increasing the amount of food stamp benefits certain
individuals will qualify for during a 1limited period during
fiscal year 1995-96.

The additional costs to hold a public hearing can be
absorbed by the Legislature utilizing existing budgeted resources.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill is in response to recent changes in eligibility
standards under the federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program, administered by the Maine State Housing Authority, that
have resulted in a reduced benefit level for many Maine citizens
under the federal food stamp program. The bill directs the
authority to extend eligibility under the program on the same
basis as during the 1994-95 heating season. The bill also
directs the Joint Standing Committee on Human Resources to hold a
public hearing on the issues raised by the recent changes by
January 31, 1996 and authorizes the committee to report out
legislation and other recommendations not later than March 1,
1996.
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