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L.D. 1544
DATE: June 26, 1995 (Filing No. S- 336)
NATURAL RESOURCES
Reported by: Senator LORD of York for the Committee.

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
117TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544, Bill, "An
Act to Streamline Permit Procedures for Freshwater Wetlands in
the State"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its
place the following:

'Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §480-B, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1989, c.
430, §3, is further amended to read:

4, Freshwater wetlands. "Freshwater wetlands" means
freshwater swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas whieh that are:

A+--0f--10 - or--more--contiguous - acres,— - 0¥r--of —-less - than--10
eentiguous--aeres --and --adjacent - to--a - surface--water--bedy,
exoluding-any-river,-stream or- brook--such -that -in-a-natural
state,-the-combined-surface-area-ic-in-ereess-of-10-acress

B. Inundated or saturated by surface or greurd--wakter
groundwater at a frequency and for a duration sufficient to
support, and which under normal circumstances do support, a
prevalence of wetland vegetation typically adapted for 1life
in saturated soils; and )

C. Not considered part of a great pond, coastal wetland,
river, stream or brook.

These--areas -may - contain--small - stream -channels -er--inclusions-of
land-that-do-net-conferm-to-the-eriteria-of-this-subseetions

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA §480-B, sub-§9, as repealed and replaced by PL
1995, c. 92, §2, is amended to read:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/1" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

9. River, stream or brook. "River, stream or brook"” means
a channel between defined banks and--asseeciated--fleed--plain
wetlands. A channel is created by the action of surface water

and has 2 or more of the following characteristics.

A. It is depicted as a solid or broken blue line on the
most recent edition of the U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute
series topographic map or, if that is not available, a
15-minute series topographic map.

B. It contains or is known to contain flowing water
continuously for a period of at least 3 months of the year
in most years. ‘

C. The channel bed is primarily composed of mineral
material such as sand and gravel, parent material or bedrock
that has been deposited or scoured by water.

D. The channel contains aquatic animals such as fish,
aquatic insects or mollusks in the water or, if no .surface
water is present, within the stream bed.

E. The channel contains aquatic vegetation and is
essentially devoid of upland vegetation.

"River, stream or brook" does not mean a ditch or other drainage
way constructed and maintained solely for the purpose of draining
storm water or a grassy swale.

Sec. 3. 38 MRSA §480-B, sub-§10, as amended by PL 1993, c.
296, §1, is further amended to read:

10. Significant wildlife habitat. "Significant wildlife
habitat" means the following areas to the extent that they have
been mapped by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or
are within any other protected natural resource: habitat, as
defined by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, for
species appearing on the official state or federal 1lists of
endangered or threatened animal species; high and moderate value
deer wintering areas and travel corridors as defined by the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife; high and moderate
value waterfowl and wading bird habitats, including nesting and
feeding areas as defined by the Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife; critical spawning and nursery areas for Atlantic
sea run salmon as defined by the Atlantic Sea Run Salmon
Commission; and shorebird nesting, feeding and staging areas and
seabird nesting islands as defined by the Department of Inland

Fisheries and Wildlife; an ignifican rnal ols as defin
and identified b the Departmen of Inland Fisheri nd
Wildlife. For pur es of thi ection "identified" mean
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

identified in a specific location by the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife,

Sec. 4. 38 MRSA §480-C, sub-§1, as affected by PL 1989, c.
890, Pt. A, §40 and amended by Pt. B, §70, is repealed and the
following enacted in its place:

1. Prohibition. A person may not perform or cause to be
performed any activity listed in subsection 2 without first
btainin rmit from the department if th ivi is 1
in, on_or over any protected natural resource or is located
adjacent to and operated in such a manner that material or soil
may _be washed into any of the following:

A, A coastal wetland, great pond, river, stream or brook or
significant wildlife habitat contained within a freshwater
wetland; or

B. Freshwater wetlands consisting of or containing:

1 Under normal cir ances least 2 0 uare
feet of aquatic vegetation, emergent marsh vegetation
or en water except for rtificia onds r
im ndments; or
2 Peatland mina by shrub dges an hagnum
moss.
A person m n erform or o) erform n ctivi in

violation of the terms or conditions of a permit.
Sec. 5. 38 MRSA §480-Q, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 889,

§2, is amended to read:

6. Agricultural activities. Braining Subject to other
provisions of this article that govern other protected natural
resources, altering a freshwater wetland for the purpose of
grewing--agricultural -produets--is —exempt--from -the- provisions -of
this-article.—---Thic -exemption-applies—-only -as-leag--as--the -land
ig--being -used-for -growing--agricultural--preduets normal farming
activities such as clearing of vegetation for agricultural
purposes if the land topography is not altered, plowing, seeding,
cultivating, minor drainage and harvesting, construction or
maintenance_of farm or livestock ponds or irrigation ditches,
maintenance of drain itch n nstruction or maintenan

of farm roads:
Sec. 6. 38 MRSA §480-Q, sub-§§17 and 18 are enacted to read:

Page 3-LR2388(2)

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT



10

12

14

16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
32
34
36
38
40
42
44
46
48

50

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “/&" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

17. Minor alterations in freshwater wetlands, Activities
tha lter less than 4,300 re fee f freshwater wetlands and
ha d n r _ in on r r _another rot natural
resource, exce hat an ctivi occurring within a shoreland
zone requlated by a municipality pursuant to chapter 3,
ubch er I rticle 2-B is not exem An ivi alifies
for xemption under hi ion 1 if h ntir ivi
qualifies, including all phases of a multiphased project taken as
a _whole., Activities authorized or legally conducted prior to the
ff ive ate f thi tion r n nsider in
calculating the size of the alteration.

18. Sgrvigé drops _for telephone or electrical service.
Vegetativ learin £ freshwater wetland for the in llation

of telephone or electrical service, if:

A, Th lin xtension oes n r r run neath
coastal wetland, river, stream or brook:

B The pl ment of wir r in llation of utili les
is located entirely wupon the premises of the customer
requesting service, upon a roadway right-of-way or, in the
case of telephone service, on existing utility poles; and

Th 1l length of th xtension is le han 1
feet,

Sec.7.- 38 MRSA §480-X is enacted to read:

480-X Alteration f freshw: r 1

An application for a permit to undertake activities altering
freshw r_wetlan m b roce h epartmen in he
review process described in this section.

1 Appli ion Thi ection 4 n 1 ivities
otherwise qualifying for reduced review procedures, such as
permits by rule or general permits; activities exempt from review
under another section of this article: or activities involving
protected natural resources other than freshwater wetlands, such

s _gr n [o 1 wetlands an iver streams or brooks.

2, _Three-tiered review process; tiers defined, Except as
rovided in ion 1 an application £ a rmi

r
undertake ivitie lterin freshw r wetlan mus

reviewed in accordance with the following.

A, A _Tier 1 review Pprocess lies to _any activi h
involves freshw r wetland alteration o 1 0 s re
feet nd es n involve he lteration f freshwater

wetlan listed in subsection 4.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/4" to §.P. 570, L.D. 1544

B, A Tier 2 review process applies to any activity that
involves a freshwater wetland alteration of 15,000 square

fe ne acre and does n invol lteration of

freshwater wetlands listed in subsection 4 or 5.
C. A Tier 3 _ review process applies to any activity that

involves a freshwater wetland alteration of one acre or more
or an_alteration of a freshw r wetlan lis i

subsection 4 or 5.
If the project as a whole requires Tier 2 or Tier 3 review, then

an ivi h i ar f th verall projec nd involves a
requl freshw r wetland alteration 1 r ires he same

higher 1level of review, unless otherwise authorized by the
department.

In determining the amount of freshwater wetland to be altered,

11 mponen f roject includin 11 hases f a
multiphased project, are treated together as constituting: one
single and complete project. Activity authorized or legally
conducted prior to the effective date of this sgection is not
included.

Th standar f ion 480-D not 1 roje h
gualify for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review, except that water gquality

ndard nder ion 480-D ection 1 hos
roj Proj s hat me th igibili requiremen for

Tier 1 or Tier 2 review and that satisfy the permitting
requirements set forth in subsection 3, 6 or 7, as applicable,

are presumed n o have significant environmental impact.

3. General requirements. A person undertaking an activity
for which a permit is processed pursuant to this section must
satisfy the requirements of this subsection.

A, An applicant for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review must meet the
following reguirements.

(1) Alteration of freshw r wetlan reas

roper mus voi h xten feasible
considering cost, existing technology and 1logistics
based on the overall purpose of the project.

{2) The area of the freshwater wetland to be altered
must be limited to the minimum amount necessary to

ggmplgge the project.

Erosion control m ur must se revent
sedimentation of protected natural resources, A
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/Q" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

25-foot buffer strip must be maintained bhetween the
activity and any river, stream or brogk.

4 Th activity must compl with applicable water

guality standards pursuant to section 480-D, subsection
5.

B, An applicant for Tier 1, Tier 2 or Tier 3 review for
rojects th would alter wetland hydrol an ould al
alter stream flows or other adjacent surface waters, must
comply with the water quality classification standards

contained in section 465,

4. Projects not eligible for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review. _The

following activities are not eligible for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review
nl h rtmen rmines h he ivi will n

negatively affect the freshwater wetlands and other protected
natural resources present:

A, Activities located within 250 feet of:

(1) A coastal wetland; or

2 The normal high-water 1line nd within the same
watersh f any 1 r 1 ifi PA under
ion 465-A;

B, Activities occurring in freshwater wetlands, other than
artificial ponds or impoundments, containing under normal
circumstances at least 20,000 square feet of aquatic
vegetation, emergent marsh vegetation or open water:

C. Activities occurring in freshwater wetlands that are
inun e with floodw r rin 100- r f1l n

based on_ flood insurance maps produced by the Federal

Emergen Managemen Agen r her ite- cific
information;

D. Activities occurring in freshwater wetlands containing
significant wildlife habitat that has been mapped,
identified or defined, as required pursuant to section
480-B, subsection 10, at the time of the filing by the
applicant:;

E Activities occurring in atlan minat shrub
sedges and hagnum mo except that lications pr sin
work in previously mine eatlan m b onsidered b he

epartment for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review s licable: or

Page 6-LR2388(2)

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/4" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

F. Activities occurring within 25 feet of a river, stream
or brook.

The department shall inform the applicant in writing within the
review period specified in subsection 6 or 7 if the proposed
roj es no lify for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review processin
and shall explain permitting options if the applicant wishes to
pursue the project. The department is responsible for providing
information necessary to establish whether the types of wetlands
described in paragraphs D and E will be affected by the proposed
activity. Unless the applicant knowingly or willfully provided
incomplete or false _information to the department, if the

departmen does not notif h applican h the roposed
rojec S no lify for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review he projec
i eem e ualified for Tier 1 r Tier 2 review s

5. Additiomal projects not eligible for Tier 2 review. An
activity in freshwater wetlands containing a natural community

h is_ imperil 1 r critically imperile 2 s defin
by the Natural Areas Program pursuant to Title 5, section 13076
is not eligible for Tier 2 review unless the department
determines that the activity will not mnegatively affect the
freshwater wetlands an her pr ed natural resources present

6. Application process for Tier 1 review activities,

Applications for Tier 1 review are governed by this subsection,
A, The appili ion mu sen ertified mail r
hand-delivered to the department. The application must
include:

1 The application fee:

2 Th roj lo ion_on i a Geological
Surv ma

A description of the proije includin rawin

showing the area of freshwater wetland to be filled or

otherwise altered and areas of any marsh or open water
within the freshwater wetland: and .

4 A igne atemen verrin h 11 f he
requirements of subsection 3 will be met, that the
activity will not occur in a wetland area described in
subsection 4 and that a f the 1i ion has
been submi b h licant for blic displ

he municipal office of the municipali in_which the

roj will be 1 te
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/4" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

B. Work m n cur until fter th rtmen
receives a complete application, unless written approval is
i ner the d rtmen Th rtmen hall
notif h licant in writing no 1 r than 3 s after
h departmen r iv compl lication if he
applicable requirements of this section have not been met.
If th rtment has n notifi th licant within th

30-day review period, a permit is deemed to be granted.

C. Fees for Tier 1 review may not exceed the following:
1 For proj re £ 5
(2) For projects from 5,000 square feet up to 10,000
square feet, $75: and
r proj from 1 re f 1
re £ 1

7. __Application process for Tier 2 review. Applications for
Tier 2 review are governed by this subsection.
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A, An application form must be submitted, with the
application fee, to the department and include the following
information:
1 D n ion th lic noti h n provide
f th r roj i rdan with rtmen
rules:

2 A _Uni logical r m howin h
project location: '

Written rtification ) knowle 1
professional experienced in wetland science _that the
project will not alter, or cause to be altered, a
wetland described in subsection 4 or 5:

(4) A - top view drawing of the entire project,
including existing and proposed f£ill, excavation, roads
n tr res; cr - ional drawin f any fill or
excavated areas; delineation of the wetland houndaries
an lculate area f freshwater wetlands ffe :

description of existing vegetation on the project site:
identification of an rface water bodi within 1

£ f th r ed alteration; an rawin f th
25-f uffer rip between th rojec nd any river

r r brook:

A il erosion an imen ion ntrol plan:

Page 8-LR2388(2)
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

2. (6) For work in previously mined peatlands,
information on the past mining activity, dncluding the
4 approximate dates of the mining activity, the area and
depth to which peat has been excavated from the site,
6 n r ration work n h i n he rren
condition of the site;
8
7 A ment cribing wh h roj nn e
10 lo completely in uplan reas an n lternative
that exist for the project that would either avoid or
12 ’ minimize the amount of proposed freshwater wetland
alteration; and
14
8 A lan for m in for 1 function and
16 val f the freshw r wetland when requir nd
in accordance with, rules e h epartment.
18
B. Work m n occur until 60 fter the departmen
20 h r iv mplete lication for pr in nless
written approval ig issued sooner by the department. The
22 department shall notify the applicant in writing within 60
days of the department's receipt of a complete application
24 whether he licabl requiremen f his ction have
n m If th epartment h n notified th licant
26 within the 60-day review period, a permit is deemed to be
granted,
28
C. Fees fgr‘Tigr 2 review must be set in accordance with
30 he rtment' fe h 1 for freshw r _wetland
alterations under the natural resources protection laws.
32
8. Application process for Tier 3 review. Applications for
34 Tier 3 review are governed by this subsection.
36 A. An application form must be submitted to the department.
h ntain 11 h information reguir for Tier 2
38 review, in addition to any information determined by the
department to be necessary to meet the requirements of
40 section 480-D and rules adopted by the department.
42 B. Written approval from the department is required before
work may hegin, ’
44
C. Fees for Tier 3 review are set in accordance with the
46 department's fee schedule for freshwater wetland alterations
nder the natural resour rotection laws
48
Sec. 8. 38 MRSA §490-D, sub-§5-A, as enacted by PL 1995, c.
50 287, §11, is amended to read:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

5-A. Protected natural resources. A natural buffer strip
must be maintained between the working edge of an excavation and
a river, stream, brook, great pond,-freshwater-wetland or coastal
wetland as defined in section 480-B. A natural buffer strip must
also_be maintained between the working edge of an excavation and
certain freshwater wetlands as defined in section 480-B and
having the characteristics _listed in paragraph B, Any excavation
activities conducted within 100 feet of a protected natural
resource ¥regquires--a must comply with the applicable permit
requirement under article 5-A. The width requirements for
natural buffer strips are as follows.

A. A natural buffer strip at least 100 feet wide must be
maintained between the working edge of the excavation and
the normal high water line of a great pond classified as GPA
or a river flowing to a great pond classified as GPA.

B. A natural buffer strip at least 75 feet wide must be
maintained between the working edge of the excavation and
any other water body, stream, brook er-£ilass-I--or-Class-it
wetland,-as-defined -in--06-096-CMR-310+ _, coastal wetland,
significant wildlife habitat contained within a freshwater
wetland or a freshwater wetland consisting of or containing:

(1) Under normal circumstances, at least 20,000 square

feet of aquatic vegetation, emergent marsh vegetation
r n water xcept for artificial n r

impoundments; or

(2) Peatlands dominated by shrubs, sedges and sphagnum
moss.

Cv---A--natural-buffer--strip--at--least-25--feet -wide-must-be
maintained- between--the -working -edge-of-the--excavation-and-a
Class-III-wetland,-as-defined-in-06-096-CMR-310+

For purposes of this subsection, the width of a natural buffer
strip is measured from the upland edge of floodplain wetlands; if
no floodplain wetlands are present, the width of the natural
buffer strip is measured from the normal high water mark of a
great pond, river, stream, brook or upland edge of a wetland.

Sec. 9. Allocation. The following funds are allocated from the
Maine Environmental Protection Fund to carry out the purposes of

this Act.

1995-96 1996-97
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/%" to §.P. 570, L.D. 1544

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,
DEPARTMENT OF

Maine Environmental Protection Fund

All Other $13,037 $17,383

Allocates funds to cover the
increased costs of
administering changes in the
wetlands permitting process,

Sec. 10. Evaluation period. From the effective date of this
Act to October 1, 1997, the Department of Environmental
Protection shall monitor the effectiveness of the regulatory
program established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38,
section 480-X. The department shall provide an interim report by
February 1, 1997 and a final report by January 1, 1998 to the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over natural resource matters. The reports must include
information on the number of applications submitted for review,
the average amount of time required to process each application,

- the amount and type of freshwater wetlands altered, the extent of

compliance with permit standards and an assessment of the overall
effectiveness of the program in terms of increased efficiency,
equivalent or enhanced protection of freshwater wetlands,
increased - cost-effectiveness and opportunity for public
involvement in the regulatory process, as well as whether the
program is simpler and more easily understood than wetlands
regulation was before the program was put in place. The reports
must include recommendations on any changes needed to the
program, including any resource needs or new application review
periods based on this information.

In addition, the Department of Environmental Protection, 'in
conjunction with the State Planning Office, shall coordinate with
the United States Army Corps of Engineers and state and federal
resource agencies, including the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, to develop procedures and schedules that will expedite
Tier 3 review to the extent practicable and to develop a
streamlined cranberry cultivation general permit. A report of
the department's coordination efforts must be submitted to the
Legislature with the evaluation reports.

By January 1, 1996, the Department of Environmental
Protection shall supply to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resource matters
copies of all rules adopted or proposed to be adopted pursuant to
this Act, including all rules concerning mitigation.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/q" to S.P. ‘570, L.D. 1544

By February 1, 1996, the Department of Environmental
Protection shall provide to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over mnatural resource matters a
report that discusses the effects the tier thresholds established
under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-X on the
structure of any programmatic general permit issued by the United
States Army Corps of Engineers and whether greater streamlining
of the permitting process could be obtained through changes in
the tier thresholds. The report must also include a thorough
critique of this entire Act, including identification of any
provisions that need further clarification or otherwise ‘require
amendment in order to achieve a fully streamlined process. The
report must include draft legislation to achieve any recommended
changes.

Sec. 11. Committee authorized to report out legislation. The joint
standing committee of the Legislature having Jjurisdiction over
natural .resource matters may report out legislation concerning
wetlands regulation to the Second Regular Session of the 117th
Legislature or the First Regular Session of the 118th Legislature.

Sec. 12. Application. This Act:

1. Does not apply to an activity that occurred prior to the
effective date of this Act and for which a permit was required
under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter
I, article 5-A prior to the effective date of this Act;

2. Does not apply to an activity for which a permit was not
required under the Maine Revised States, Title 38, chapter 3,
subchapter I, article 5-A prior to the effective date of this
Act, but is required under this Act if the activity began prior
to the effective date of this Act; and

3. With the exception of those sections of this Act that
amend the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 480-Q,
subsection 6 and enact Title 38, section 480-Q, subsection 17,
does not apply to an activity performed or caused to be performed
on or after the effective date of this Act 1if the person
performing the activity, or causing the activity to be performed,
was in possession of applicable federal, state or local licenses
prior to the effective date of this Act.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
statement of fact the following:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

'FISCAL NOTE
1995-96 1996-97
APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS
Other Funds $13,037 $17,383
REVENUES
Other Funds , $13,037 $17,383

Changes in the wetlands permitting process will increase
permit fee collections. The estimated increases of dedicated
revenue to the Maine Environmental Protection Fund within the
Department of Environmental Protection are $13,037 and $17,383 in
fiscal years 1995-96 and 1996-97, respectively. The department
will require additional Maine Environmental Protection Fund
allocations, which correspond to the revenue increases for fiscal
years 1995-96 and 1996-97, respectively, for the additional costs
of implementing the revised permitting process.

Changes in the wetlands permitting process may result in
significantly increased workloads for the Department of
Environmental Protection. Depending on the additional number of
permits processed, the department may require and request
additional General Fund appropriations in fiscal year 1996-97.
The exact amounts can not be determined at this time.’

STATEMENT OF FACT
This amendment replaces the bill.

This amendment makes many technical changes to the bill to
clarify the intent and scope of the bill. This amendment
preserves the substance of the bill, which completely overhauls
wetland requlation under the natural resources protection laws.
The amendment preserves the 3-tiered permitting process for
wetlands alteration. The amendment, however, makes the following
substantive modifications to the bill:

1. It creates an exemption from the natural resources
protection laws for projects that alter less than 4,300 square
feet of wetland unless the projects occur in a shoreland zone
regulated by a municipality under shoreland zoning laws or occur
in another protected natural resource;

Page 13-LR2388(2)
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "74" to S.P. 570, L.D. 1544

2. It creates an exemption from the mnatural resources
protection laws for clearing of vegetation in freshwater wetlands
associated with telephone ‘and electric service drops;

3. It expands the exemption from wetlands regulation for
agricultural activities to include clearing of vegetation for
agricultural purposes:;

4. It requires the Department of Environmental Protection
to notify applicants for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review whether certain
types of sensitive wetland areas are located in the project area
that make the project ineligible for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review. If
the department fails to notify the applicant, the project is
deemed to be qualified for Tier 1 or Tier 2 review;

5. It requires the Department of Environmental Protection
to respond in writing within 60 days of the receipt of a complete
application under Tier 2 review. If the department fails to
respond in 60 days, a permit is deemed to be granted;

6. It requires the Department of Environmental Protection
to provide 2 reports on the success of the new wetlands
regulatory scheme to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resource matters.
The first report is due February 1, 1997; the 2nd report is due
January 1, 1998. The department is also required to supply to
the committee by January 1, 1996 copies of all rules adopted on
wetland regulation, including rules regarding mitigation
requirements for wetland alteration;

7. It requires the Department of Environmental Protection
to provide a report on the new wetlands regulation by February 1,
1996 that critiques the provisions of this bill and identifies
any needed changes to the law;

8. It authorizes the Jjoint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over natural resource matters to
report out legislation on wetlands regqulation to the Second
Regular Session of the 117th Legislature or the First Regular
Session of the 118th Legislature;

9. It specifies that floodplain wetlands are regulated under
this new wetland regulatory scheme; and

10. It eliminates the buffer strip requirement for gravel
pits located adjacent to freshwater wetlands that are not subject
to licensing as adjacent activities under the general wetlands

law.

11. It adds an allocation section and a fiscal note to the
bill.
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