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H.P. 1093 House of Representatives, May 23, 1995

An Act to Strengthen the Motor Vehicle Laws Pertaining to Registration
of Motor Vehicles.

(AFTER DEADLINE)

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 27.
Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §101, sub-§§50 and 62, as enacted by PL 1993,
c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to read:

50. Owner. "Owner" means a person holding title to a
vehicle or having exclusive right to the use of the vehicle for a

peried-of 30 days or more, which need not be consecutive.

62. Resident. '"Resident" means a person who has declared
or established residency in this State or has been domiciled or
living in this State for a-peried-of at least 30 days, which need
not be consecutive, except for persons in compliance with section
109, subsection 1.

A nonresident who has a place of business in this State is deemed
to be a resident:

A. For all vehicles owned by that person that are garaged
or maintained in this State; or

B. If engaged in the business of renting you-drive or
you-haul vehicles for an apportioned share of all vehicles
based on the ratio of the mileage of vehicles operated in
this State to the total mileage of vehicles operated both
within and without the State.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA §109, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683,
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

1. Provisions not applicable to nonresidents. The
provisions of this Title on registration of vehicles and
operator's licenses do not apply to:

Av--A -nonresident--owner--gr-operator,--if—-that -person-has
complied-with- the- provisions—-of the -laws en-registratien-and
licensing-of-the-juricdiction-of-residences-and

B. A nonresident student enrolled in nd ndin a
university, college or school within this State as long as
that student possesses a valid registration and 1license

issued by the jurisdiction of the nt' legal
residence~; and

C. A person wheo is serving on active duty in the United

t Arm For n h rson’ lon
their vehicles are registered in accordance with the laws of

the jurisdiction of residence.
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The exemptions from registration of this subsection apply only to
the noncommercial use and operation of vehicles in this State.

Sec. 3. 29-A MRSA §351, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A,
§2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is repealed.

Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA §351-A is enacted to read:

51-A. Registration r ired

Per i regi r A rson wner r
r r who h vehicle ba in r i r maintain in

h hall regi h vehicle i within
from the he vehicle w fir b r d _or maintained

in the State.

A. An owner establishing residency or domiciled in the

h 1 for registration an river' icens

within 30 days of hecoming a resident.

B. A icle i m b reqi r if hicl
i reqgi in another t nd i i r n
public way in this State by the owner or another person or
under the control of an owner and the owner has been warned
by a law enforcement officer to comply with the registration

law and the owner h fai mpl

s B |=

C. A nonresident or resident who has a business in this
State shall register all business vehicles in the State.

D. 1 residen er a vehic regi r i he
State to a business or person and wuses that vehicle for
ur ha r n work-rel n h vehicle is

principally garaged in this State, the resident shall
register that vehicle in this State.

2. Failure to register. A person commits a Class E crime
if that person fails to register a vehicle that is operated or

remains on a public way as provided by this Title.

3. Operating a motor vehicle with an expired registration.
The owner or operator of a vehicle stopped by a law enforcement
officer and having a registration that had expired within 30 days
m issu warni rather han ., in a form
esign h hi f the Poli This warning mus
state that:
A. Within 2 business days., the owner or operator must

regi r th hicle:
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B. The renew registration expir in th month
the previous registration: and

C. The registration fee is the same as for a full year

registration.

4 T rar rmmit. A law enforcemen ficer urea
emplo ign b he ecr r f or rtified
reserve officer while on duty, when necessary and not detrimental
t 1i f m i rmit in writin o allow:

A. An unregi r motor vehicl w ither b

regular service wrecker or by the use of a towhar:

B. The operation of an unregistered motor vghlglg only to

the owner' residen r n offi f the u for the
1 urpo of renewin he registration he wney:
or
An nr red trailer mitrailer with ross
welqht of 3. 000 pounds or 1g§§ to be towed, for one trip
nl n th in f origin an ination.

A rmit m i nder paragraph n nly when th
revious registration on the vehicle has expired within days.
A permit issued under this ction is valid for no more than 3

days including the date of issuance,

Dupli registration notifi ion £ in

location or status, Duplicate registrations are provided in

ccordance with tion 1405. A rson whom registration

has been issu m notif h ecretary of £ hange in
lo ion or us_in rdan with tion 1407

Sec. 5. 29-A MRSA §514, first §, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683,
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

A person required to register a vehicle in this State who
instead registers the vehicle in another state or province or
fails to register the vehicle in this State within 30 days from
the date the person was required to register the vehicle is
guilty of evasion of registration fees and excise taxes.
Violation of this section is a traffic infraction punishable by a
fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000.
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STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is strengthen the motor vehicle
laws pertaining to registration of motor vehicles by clarifying
the definitions of '"owner"” and ‘'resident." The bill also
clarifies who must register a motor vehicle in this State.
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