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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 7MRSA ¢. 745 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 745
CANINE HYBRIDS

§4201. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unlegss the context otherwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

1. Canine. "Canine" means a member of the family Canidae

consisting of the following mammal species: dogs, wolves,
jackals, foxes and coyotes.

2., _Canine hybrid. 'Canine hybrid" means a canine that has
had a wild canine or canine hybrid as an ancestor within the
previous 4 generations. "Canine hybrid" includes a canine
represented by its owner or former owner to be a wolf dog, coydog
or other canine hybrid offspring of a wild canine.

3. Hybrid. "Hybrid" means an offspring of 2 animals of
different species _or genera.

4. Owner. "Owner"” means any person keeping or having
charge or control of a canine hybrid or feeding or allowing a

canine hybrid to remain on property that the person owns or
rents. The term does not apply to veterinarians or kennel

operators temporarily keeping on _their premises canine hybrids
owned by other persons.

4202. Prohibition

1. Prohibited acts. A person may not sell, offer for sale,
trade, give away., acgquire, import, export, breed, release or
cause to be released a canine hybrid in the State, except as
provided in subsection 2.

2. Limitations on possession. A person may not possess a
canine hybrid, except for:

A. A _canine hybrid that a person owns while residing in
this State on the effective date of this chapter: or

B. A canine hybrid born in this State to a canine that was
pregnant with the canine hybrid and owned in this State on
the effective date of this chapter. Such offspring may be
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sold, offered for sale, traded, given away or acquired until
January 1, 1996.

§4203. Other laws applicable

1. erally. All her law 1i le to 4
specifically and to pet animals and animals are applicable to
canine hybrids xcept as modified his chapter, includin

without limitation, chapter 721,

2. Rabies v cine. The owner of a canine hybrid must sign
an affidavit in the en f the veterinarian inistering a

rabies vaccine to that canine hybrid that affirms that the owner
knows that the use of canine-approved rabies accines on canine
hybrids experimental and acknowledges ;hat neither the

vetgrinarian administering the vaccine nor the manufacturer of
the vaccine is liable if the canine hybrid contracts rabies. The

commissioner shall establish the form and content of this
affidavit by rules adopted under Title 5, chapter -375. If the
commissioner issues a written rmination hat h rabies
vaccine i roven effective when administered to canine hybrids
the signing of the affidavit is no longer required. As long as
the affidavit is required, a c¢opy must be filed with the
municipal clerk issuing the dog licengse for the canine hybrid.

4204. Violation

Any person who violates this chapter commits a _civil
violation for which a forfeiture not t xceed $100 lus costs

may be adjudged.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill prohibits the sale, breeding or possession of
canine hybrids, including wolf dogs and coydogs. It grandfathers
ownership of those canine hybrids already in the State and the
sale of canine hybrid offspring of a canine already pregnant on
the effective date of the bill. An owner of a grandfathered
canine hybrid must sign an affidavit acknowledging the
experimental nature of the use of the canine rabies vaccine on
canine hybrids and must file the affidavit with the municipal
clerk upon obtaining a dog license. All other laws applicable to
dogs are applicable to those canine hybrids that are in the State.
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