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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 3 MRSA §922, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 483, Pt. A,
§4, is amended to read:

§922. Scope

This Act provides for a system of periodic justification of
agencies and independent agencies of State Government in order to
evaluate their efficacy and performance. Only those agencies,
independent agencies or parts thereef-whieh of those agencies and
independent agencies that receive support from the General Fund
or that are established, created or incorporated by reference in
the Maine Revised Statutes are subject to the provisions of this
chapter. The financial ard-programmatie review shall-ineclude to
be conducted by the appropriations committee includes, but is not
be limited to, a review of agency managemeat--and -organisation,
pregram--delivery, - statutory -mandate-—-and fiscal accountability.
The programmatic review to be conducted by the committee of
jurisdiction includes, but is not limited to, a review of agency
management and organization, program delivery and statutory
mandate and agency goals and priorities consistent with
legislative intent.

Sec. 2. 3 MRSA §923, as amended by PL 1993, c. 714, §2, is
further amended to read:

§923. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

1. Agency. '"Agency'" means a governmental entity subject to
review pursuant to this chapter, but not subject to automatic
termination.

1-A. Appropriations committee. "Appropriations committee"
means the joint standing committee of the Legislature having

jurisdiction over appropriations and financial affairs.

2. Committee of jurisdiction. "Committee of Jjurisdiction"
means the Jjoint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over auwdikt--and--pregram--rewview the policy and
substantive matters of the agency subject to review by that
committee of jurisdiction.

3. Independent agency. "Independent agency" means a
governmental entity subject to review and to termination pursuant
to this chapter.
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Sec. 3. 3 MRSA §924, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1993, c. 714,
§3., is further amended to read:

1. Report required. Each agency and independent agency
shall prepare and submit to the Legislature, through the
committee Legislative Council, a justification report by a date
specified by the eemmittee council.

Sec. 4. 3 MRSA §925-A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 714, §5, is

amended to read:
§925-A. Committee analysis and recommendations

1. Authority. For each agency or independent agency or a
component part of each agency or independent agency subject to
review pursuant to section 922, the committee of jurisdiction may
conduct an analysis and evaluation that may include, but need not
be limited to, an evaluation of the Jjustification report except
the financial summary, the extent to which the agency or
independent agency operates in accordance with legislative intent
and the degree of success achieved by the agency or independent
agency in meeting its statutory and administrative mandate. For
each of those agencies, the appropriations committee may conduct
an _analysis and evaluation that includes, but need not be limited
to, an evaluation of the financial summary contained in the
justification report and an analysis of the agency's budget,
financial performance, fiscal affairs, program and agency goals
and agency priorities. In consultation with the Legislative
Council, the committee of Jjurisdiction and the appropriations
committee shall select agencies or independent agencies for
review either in accordance with +the scheduling guideline
provided in section 927 or at any time determined necessary or
warranted by the ecemmittee council and the committees. The
Legislative Council shall provide the cemmittee committees with
assistance as required to carry out the purposes of this chapter.

2. Implementation of recommendations for change. For those
agencies and independent agencies selected for review by the
Legislative Council, the committee of jurisdiction and the
appropriations committee, the committee committees shall submit
to the Legislature in a timely  manner the findings,
administrative directives or 1legislation required to implement
its their recommendations made as a result of its their review,
analysis and evaluation.

Sec. 5. 3 MRSA §926, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1993, c. 714,

§6, is further amended to read:

1. Termination process. The Either the committee of
jurisdiction or the appropriations committee may recommend to the
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Legislature that any independent agency be terminated if
indicated or warranted by the committee's review, analysis and
evaluation of the independent agency. An independent agency may
be accorded a grace period of not more than one year from the
effective date of the legislation approving termination in which
to complete its business. During the grace period, the statutory
powers and duties of the independent agency are not limited or
reduced.

Sec. 6. 3 MRSA §927, first §, as repealed and replaced by PL
1993, c. 714, §8, is amended to read:

The Legislative Council, appropriations committee and
committee of Jjurisdiction may wuse the following 1list as a
guideline for scheduling reviews of agencies or independent
agencies. Notwithstanding this 1list of agencies arranged by
year, an agency or independent agency may be reviewed at any time
by the ecemmikttee committees pursuant to section 925-A.

Sec. 7. 3 MRSA §927, sub-§6, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600,
Pt. A, §§3 and 4, is further amended to read:

6. 2006.
A. Agencies:

(1) Department of Conservation;

(2) Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife;

(3) Baxter State Park Authority; and

(4) Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation.
C. Independent agencies:

(1) Saco River Corridor Commission;

(2) Acupuncture Licensing Board;

(3) Board of Licensing of Auctioneers;

(4) Board of Licensing of Dietetic Practice;

(5) Board of Commercial Driver Education;

(6) Advisory Board for the Licensing of Taxidermists;

(7) Maine Turnpike Authority; and
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(8) State Board of Optometry.

Sec. 8. 3 MRSA §929, as amended by PL 1993, c. 714, §11, is
further amended to read:

§929. Future or reorganized agencies and independent agencies

The chief staff administrator of a newly created or
substantially reorganized agency shall contact the committee
Legislative Council to ensure placement of that agency in the
scheduling guideline outlined in section 927. The appropriations
committee, the committee of Jjurisdiction and the Legislative
Council shall determine the placement of that agency in the
scheduling guideline. All sweh newly created or substantially
reorganized agencies or independent agencies are subject to the
provisions of this chapter.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill amends the State Government Evaluation and
Justification Act to make the law consistent with recent changes
in the Joint Rules of the 117th Legislature. The functions
previously performed by the Joint Standing Committee on Audit and
Program Review, which has been eliminated, are redistributed
between the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and
Financial Affairs and the appropriate policy committee of the
Legislature.
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