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117th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1995 

Legislative Document No. 1354 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1.32 MRSA §1101, sub-§I-A is enacted to read: 
4 

I-A. Electrical company. "Electrical company" means a 
6 person, firm, corporation or partnership employing individuals 

engaged in the business of doing electrical installations. A 
8 company license must be validated by an employee or officer of 

the company holding a current master or limited electrical 
10 license. A limited licensee may validate only a company license 

making installations specific to the limited license. The 
12 company license becomes void upon the death of or the severance 

from the company of the validating licensee. The license fee for 
14 the electrical company license may not exceed $50. 

16 Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §1101, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1989, c. 450, 
§ll, is further amended to read: 

18 
3. Helper electrician. "Helper electrician" means a person 

20 waa-4£-~-~~~&~~~-~B making electrical installations in 
the employment of a master electrician, limited electrician or 

22 electrical company and under the direct supervision of a master, 
journeyman or limited electrician but who does not qualify under 

24 subsection 1. The biennial renewal fee for a helper electrician 
license saall-se is $20. 

26 
Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §1101, sub-§3-A, as amended by PL 1987, c. 

28 735, §43, is further amended to read: 

30 3-A. Journeyman-in-training electrician. 
"Journeyman-in-training electrician" means a person aa~B'i:f-waFk-af 

32 ~Bs~all~B'i:f-~~~~~-W~~€£7--eaBaa~~sT-~r~~r-~~~~~€£--aBa 

a~aeF-elee~Fieal-e~ai~ffieB~ making electrical installations in the 
34 employment of a master electrician, limited electrician or 

electrical company and under the supervision of a journeymanL 

36 limited or a master electrician. 

38 Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §1101, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1987, c. 735, 
§44, is further amended to read: 

40 
4. Journeyman electrician. "Journeyman electrician" means 

42 a person aaiB'i:f--wG-~*--e4:--~Bs~alliB'i:f-~~r-~~-w~~€£..,--eaBaai~sT 

a~~aFa~asT--~~~~~~--aaG--~£€~--~~~~~--e~ai~ffieB~ making 
44 electrical installations in the employment of a master 

electrician, limited electrician or electrical company. 
46 

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §1101, sub-§4-A, as amended by PL 1993, c. 
48 349, §66, is further amended to read: 

50 4-A. Supervision. One apprentice electrician or one helper 
electrician may work with and under the supervision of each 

52 master electrician, limited electrician or journeyman 
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electrician. A master electricianT who teaches an electrical 
2 course at a Maine applied technology center, a Maine applied 

technology region or a Maine technical collegeT may have a 
4 maximum of 12 helper electricians under direct supervision while 

making electrical installations that are a part of the 
6 instructional program of the school, pF9viaea-ERaE as long as the 

total value of each installation does not exceed $;hQQQ $2,500. 
8 N9 An electrical installation may not be commenced pursuant to 

this subsection without the prior approval of the director or 
10 president of the school at which the master electrician is an 

instructor. These installations are limited to those done in 
12 buildings or facilities owned or controlled by: 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

A. School administrative units; 

B. Nonprofit organizations; and 

C. Households as defined in Title 36, seeE,i9R-~J:.0.3-r-wReFe 

ERe-~~-iae9me-~~~1~-~£--~~-£e€~ieR--~-wiERiB 

ERe--~~it~-e6EaBI,i6Rea--f~~-eRe-~~-~-~emBe~-~~-BY 

±iE±e-daT-£e€~ieR-~~~~?-~~-~~--if--~~-a~-me~e-~Raa-6 

memBeFs--1a-~-£~£e£~~?--aB-~1&1&aa~-~-e~--R9HseR9±a 

iBe9me-~~--Be-~~~-~~-e~€£-~~~~-memBe£-~-ERe 

R9HseR9±a-~-€empH~iR~--~-~££~-~1m1&a&19a-~-pF9viaea 

tRat-tRe-R9HseR9±a-is-9wBeF-geeHpiea sections 6206 and 6207. 

The Electricians' Examining Board and the municipal electrical 
28 inspector of the municipality in which the installation is to be 

made, if the municipality has an inspector, SRa±± must be 
30 notified of all installation projects entered into pursuant to 

this subsection prior to the commencement of the project. There 
32 SRa±± must be an inspection by a state electrical inspector or by 

the municipal electrical inspector of the municipality in which 
34 the installation has been made, if the municipality has an 

inspector, before any wiring on the project is concealed. 
36 

Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §1101, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1987, c. 735, 
38 §45, is further amended to read: 

40 5. Limited electrician. A--1-irA-it-e4--e-:l-e-ct.,r-i-£-i-an-'-6---±ieeBse 
"Limited electrician" means a person doing work to install and 

42 service the electrical work related to a specific type of 
electrically operated equipment or to specific electrical 

44 installations sRa±±-~-~FaR~ea--~-~RY--~~&9a-~-Ra&-~-a 
satisEaet9Fy-~~~-i~-Be~~-~Re-~~--~&-££~~~-~1f~-tRe 

46 Bame--9~-~-~~-~-6Rall--Be--~irA-1&eG-~~-~-iR--ERe 

geeHpati9B--9f--i££~~~~i£~--~-~~~~--~--e~ee&~1ea~--w9Fk 

48 Fe±aEea--~e--&he--~yp&-~~-~~--~--~e--6pe€ifi€--e±eetFiea± 

iBsta±±ati9Bs only authorized by this license. 
50 
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Sec. 7. 32 MRSA §1101, sub-§6, as amended by PL 1987, c. 735, 
2 §46, is further amended to read: 

4 6. Master electrician. "Master electrician" shall--meaB 
means a personT--tiEm--eE--ee~~e~a£ieBT qualified under this 

6 chapterT engaging inT or about to engage inT--t-he--.£rH-6_i-ne£-S--ef. 
iBstalliB~-~~~~~-w_i~~~--eeBayitsT-~r~~r-~_i~~~~-aBa 

8 etheE electrical eqyipmeBt installations. The certificate shall 
must specify the name of the personT whoT--in--ea-se---G-E---a--fiFmT 

10 shall--~-~-~~--its-~~~&-~--e~eyee-s--aBa--~~-~~-~~--a 

eeFpeFatisBT--sBe--sf.--its--sf.f.ieeFs--sF--emplsyees--passiB~--sais 

12 eHiaFAiBa£isB7--by--wHieH--he----G-~--i~-_sha_~~-Be is authorized to enter 
upon or engage in business as set forth in this chapter. ±B-£he 

14 ease-st-a-~_i~IDr~-~~~~~,--t-he--~iG&~&&-&ha~~-bee~ffie-ysia-ypeB 

the-aeath-sf.T-sE-the-seyeFaBee-f.Esm-the-esmpaBy-sET-saia-peFssBT 
16 

Sec. 8. 32 MRSA §1102-B, sub-§5, 1[A, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 
18 432, §2, is amended to read: 

20 A. One sF-6-Eamily Single-family dwellings; 

22 Sec. 9. 32 MRSA §1104, first 1[, as amended by PL 1981, c. 432, 
§3, is further amended to read: 

24 
State electrical inspectors, upon an oral complaint of 

26 imminent danger or upon written complaint of any owner, lessee or 
tenant of a building, state fire inspector, fire chief, fire 

28 department inspector, personnel of an electric utility or local 
electrical inspector or whenever they sha±±--aeem determine it 

30 necessary at all reasonable hours, for purposes of examination, 
may enter into and upon all buildings or premises within their 

32 jurisdiction and inspect the same. They may enter any building 
only with the permission of the person having control thereof, or 

34 after hearing, upon order of court. Whenever any state electrical 
inspector sha±-l--E-i-Bs finds any electrical installation in any 

36 building or structure whieh that does not comply with this 
chapter, he the inspector shall order the same to be removed or 

38 remedied and syeh-~~-_sha_~~-f.~FtHw~tH-Be-~~_i~~~~-By the 
owner or occupant of syeh the premises or buildings shall 

40 immediately comply with the order. Whenever any state electrical 
inspector finds any electrical installation in any building or 

42 structure whieh that creates a danger to other property or to the 
public, he the inspector may forbid use of the building or 

44 structure by serving a written order upon the owner and the 
occupant, if any, to vacate within a reasonable period of time to 

46 be stated ln the order. 

48 Sec. 10. 32 MRSA §1155-A, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 

50 
413, §38, is amended to read: 
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1. Investigations. The board shall investigate or cause to 
2 be investigated all complaints made to it and all cases of 

noncompliance with or violation of this chapter. Any person may 
4 register a complaint of fraud, deceit, gross negligence, 

incompetency or misconduct against any person licensed or 
6 required to be licensed under this chapter. These complaints 

sHall must be in writing, sHall-be sworn to by the person making 
8 them and filed with the eHeeHt:i:ve--6€-{l-t"-e-t-a.r--y--eE--t.-he--bears case 

compliance coordinator in the Division of Licensing and 
10 Enforcement. 

12 Sec. 11. 32 MRSA §1155-A, sub-§2, 1[B, as enacted by PL 1983, 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

c. 413, §38, is amended to read: 

B. Any gross negligence, incompetency or misconduct in the 
performance of the work of making electrical installations. 
Continued failure to conform with a~~l:i:eaE:i:eB applicable 
regulations of the National Electrical Code, National 
Electrical Safety Code or of other safety codes wH:i:eH that 
have been approved by the American Standards Association 
sHa1-1--be is prima facie evidence of that gross negligence 
and incompetencyT----~~--~~~--~~~~~€---~FejeeE:i:9B:i:sts 

l:i:eeBses-~--~~~1_&-S7-~~~-&~~r-~£y-~~-Be~l:i:~eBeeT 

:i:Be9m~eteBey-~-~i~--~&-EHe-~~~B~ma££e-~--~b&~~-W9rk 

sHall-~~~~-Eae:i:e-~~€_~~-tHaE-~~~1-~-aBs 

:i:Be9m~eEeBey; 

28 Sec. 12. 32 MRSA §1202, sub-§I, 1[C, as corrected by RR 1991, 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

c. 2, §117, is amended to read: 

C. For a limited electrician's license, a person must meet 
the following requirements. 

(1) A limited electrician in water pumps sHall must 
have 9G 135 hours of electrical education as approved 
by the Electricians' Examining Board or from an 
accredited institution and 2,000 hours of experience. 
The privileges of practice saa1-1--be are restricted to 
electrical work between the branch circuits and power 
supplies. 

(2) A limited electrician in outdoor signs, including 
sign lighting, sHall must have 9G l35 hours of 
electrical education as approved by the Electricians' 
Examining Board or from an accredited institution and 
2,000 hours of experience. The privileges of practice 
do not include branch circuit wiring. 

(3) A limited electrician in gasoline dispensing sHall 
must have 9G 135 hours of electrical education as 
approved by the Electricians' Examining Board or from 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 
by 

48 

50 

and 2,000 hours of 
practice sRaJJ--Be are 

between the branch 

an accredited institution 
experience. The privileges of 
restricted to electrical work 
circuit and the power supply. 

(4) A limited electrician 
including outdoor lighting of 
must have 99 135 hours of 
approved by the Electricians' 
an accredited institution 
experience. 

in traffic signals, 
traffic signals, sRa±± 

electrical education as 
Examining Board or from 
and 2,000 hours of 

(5) A limited electrician in house wiring sRa±± must 
have 225 hours of electrical education as approved by 
the Electricians' Examining Board or from an accredited 
institution and 4,000 hours of experience. Privileges 
of practice sRa~~-Be are restricted to one-family and 
2-family dwellings, including modular and mobile homes. 
Any person having a limited license in mobile homes 
prior to the effective date of this section sRa±± is 
automatically Be licensed as a limited electrician in 
house wiring. 

(6) A limited electrician in refrigeration must have 
270 hours of electrical education as approved by the 
Electricians' Examining Board or from an accredited 
institution and 6,000 hours of experience. Graduates 
of a Maine technical college electrical program in 
refrigeration approved by the Electricians' Examining 
Board or from an accredited institution are credited 
with 4,000 hours of experience upon graduation. 
Privileges of practice are restricted to all associated 
wire from the loadside of distribution. 

(7) A limited electrician in low energy, including 
fire alarms, sRa±± must have 270 hours of electrical 
education as approved by the Electricians' Examining 
Board or from an accredited institution and 4,000 hours 
of experience. Any person having a limited license in 
fire alarms or experience in the installation of 
low-energy electronics, as defined by the National 
Electrical Code, prior to the effective date of this 
section, sRaJJ--au.-t:;.em.a.t;.i-ea~±y qualifies to be licensed 
as a limited electrician in low energy. 

Sec. 13. 32 MRS A §1202, sub-§I, 1fD, as repealed and replaced 
PL 1989, c. 878, Pt. A, §92, is amended to read: 

D. For a journeyman-in-training e±eet;.F~e~aBs~ electrician's 
license, a person must be a graduate of an accredited Maine 
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technical college or Department of Corrections electrical 
2 program eF-a-~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~-~~~-gepaF~ffieH~ 

ef--C~F-Fe-e-~ieHs, receive a passing grade on the journeyman 
4 examination and complete 2,000 hours of experience. ~his 

pFevisieR-££a~~-~-Fe-~~weG-by-~£€-~i~--&&a&Giag-eeffiffii~~ee 

6 ef--~~--be~is±a~QFe--~~--jQFisaie~ieR--~---bQsiReSS 

±e~is±a~ieH-~Y-~~-~r-~~~~r-aHa7-~€££-~~-~y-±awT 

8 sha±±-~eFffiiRa~e-a~-~his-~iffieT 

10 Sec. 14. 32 MRSA §I202, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 53l, 
§ll, is amended to read: 

12 
4. Inactive licenses. AHy A licenseeT who does not desire 

14 to perform any of the electrical installations described in 
section 1101 T and who wants to preserve the license while not 

16 engaged in any electrical installationsT shall surrender the 
license to the board for placement on inactive status. The board 

18 shall place the license on inactive status upon proper 
application by the licensee. The fee for inactive status may not 

20 exceed $80 per renewal. During inactive status the licensee is 
required to renew the license biennially, but is not required to 

22 meet the education provisions under the rules of the board. ~he 

aa~es-~-whieh-~~-±ieeHses-~i~~-aFe-~-pFeviaea-~~-see~ieH 

24 ±6G4T 

26 A licensee surrendering a license pursuant to this section may 
have the license reinstated to active status by demonstrating 

28 compliance within the previous biennium with section 1204 and 
proper application for an active license. Any license placed on 

30 inactive status after the effective date of this subsection and 
remaining inactive for 3 or more years may be reactivated by the 

32 applicant being required to successfully pass a license 
examination at the discretion of the board. 

34 
Sec. IS. 32 MRSA §I203, as amended by PL 1993, c. 659, Pt. A, 

36 §3, is further amended to read: 

38 §1203. Examinations 

40 Applicants for licensure shall present to the board a 
written application for examination and license, containing such 

42 information as the board may require. The board shall adopt 
application, examination, licensure and biennial renewal fees in 

44 amounts whieh that are reasonable and necessary for their 
respective purposes, but in amounts not to exceed the following: 

46 

48 

50 

1. Applications .......................... $25L 

2. Examinations .......................... $50; and 
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3. Licensure: 
2 

A. Journeyman/Journeyman-in-training ........... $80L 
4 

B. Master ..................................... $150; and 
6 

C. Limited .................................... $100-,-
8 

AFF±ieatieBs-~e£-~-~~~~-~~~~~~-~&&i~-by-tBe 

10 beaFa-at-~ea£~-~~-4~y~-~~~-~~~~~~~~~~-tae-beaFaT 

An applicant who has failed the examination is permitted to take 
12 the examination again as often as necessary upon timely payment 

of an additional examination fee for each examination. 
14 

WBeB-~~-aBeHFiFea-~~~-eE-~~~-eE-~-aFF±ieaBt-~~-eF 

16 will-~~r~-taaB-~~~-at-~~~~-eE-~~£~~~~~-~~-beaFa 

may-~e~~J~e-~~~~~-~-Fay-aB-~~~~~~-~~~-~-eHeeea 

18 lt6-tae-bieBBial-lieeBse-FeBewal-EeeT 

20 

22 

Sec. 16. 32 MRSA §1204, first 1\, as amended by PL 1991, c. 53l, 
§12, is further amended to read: 

Al±--~~-~££~e4--eHFire-~~--J±£~-~~-~-bieBBial 

24 FeFiea-~£-~~~~--eB&&tri&ia~&-aBa-Ap~J~--~~~--ea&h-bieBBial 

FeFiea-as-~e-~£~-~~~~-~~-~-~~&-tae-GemmissieBeF 

26 eE--~~~~---a~a--~~~~~€~~~---~ba&~--aesi~BatesT All 
lieeBsees licenses may be renewed for 2-year periods without 

28 further examination, upon the payment of the proper renewal fee 
and documentation of continuing education as established by rule 

30 as the board determines necessary. The expiration dates for 
licenses issued under this chapter may be established at such 

32 other times as the Commissioner of Professional and Financial 
Regulation may designate. The board shall notify everyone 

34 registered under this chapter of the date of expiration of the 
license and the fee required for its renewal for a 2-year period. 

36 The notice must be mailed to the person' s last known address at 
least 30 days in advance of the expiration date of the license. 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill amends the definitions of helper electrician, 
journeyman-in-training, journeyman 
limited electrician and master 
definition of electric company. 

electrician, 
electrician. It 

supervisor, 
adds the 

The bill also eliminates 
according to the Maine Revised 
today. 

language that no longer applies 
Statutes, Title 36 as it exists 
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2 

4 

The bill 
corporations 
electrician. 

also eliminates language 
as well as clarifies the 

relating to 
definition 

firms and 
of master 

6 The bill also removes the current exemption that currently 
allows 2-family home construction to be exempt from permits. By 

8 removing the exemption it would require electrical inspections on 
new construction of a 2-family dwelling to ensure public safety 

10 by meeting the requirements set by the National Electrical Codes. 

12 The bill also allow complaints to be filed orally with state 

14 

16 

electrical inspectors if imminent danger is suspected. 

The bill also allows complaints to be filed with the 
Division 
Coordinator 

of Licensing and Enforcement, 
instead of the executive secretary 

Case 
to 

Compliance 
conform with 

18 current procedures. 

20 

22 

The bill 
Motion picture 
board. 

also eliminates 
projectionists 

language that 
are no longer 

no longer 
licensed 

applies. 
with the 

24 The bill also increases the required hours of electrical 
education to satisfy the minimum competence levels for safe 

26 practice by limited licensees. It also clarifies language 
regarding qualifications for licensure as a limited electrician 

28 in low energy. 

30 This bill also clarifies that an inactive license must be 
renewed each licensing cycle. 
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