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An Act to Clarify Animal Welfare Laws Relating to Euthanasia by
Owners.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §4011, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383,

§3, is repealed:

1. Cruel imal A person, including an owner or the

owner's agent, is guilty of cruelty to animals if that person:

A. Kills or attempts to kill an animal belonging to another
person without the consent of the owner or without legal
privilege. A person, including an owner or the owner's
agent, may not kill or attempt to kill an animal by a method
that causes undue suffering. If a person, including an
owner or the owner's agent, kills or attempts to kill an
animal by a method that causes undue suffering or that does
not cause instantaneous death, that person is guilty of
cruelty to animals. The owner or occupant of property may
use reasonable force that does not cause undue suffering to

ect r assing animal;

B. Injures, overworks, tortures, torments, abandons, gives

poison, drugs or alcohol to, cruelly beats or mutilates an
animal or exposes a poison with the intent that it be taken
by an animal:

C._ Deprives an animal that the person owns or possesses of
necessary su n e necessary medical ntion r r
shelter, protection from the weather o¢or humanely clean
conditions; or

D. Keeps or leaves a domestic animal on an uninhabited or
barren island lying off the coast of Maine during the month
of December, January, February or March without providing
necessary sustenance and proper shelter,

Sec. 2. 7T MRSA §4011, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:

1-A. Animal cruelty. A person, including an owner or the

owner's agent, is quilty of cruelty to animals if that person

kills or attempts to kill a cat or dog:

a_method, agent or device that is different from that
permitted by Title 17, section 1042; or

B. By shooting by a firearm unless:

(1) The animal is restrained in a humane manner;
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2 hootin is rformed b rson utilizin a
weapon and ammunition of suitable caliber and other

characteristics (o) roduce in ntan h b a
single shot;
3 Maxim recavtion is taken ro th eneral

lic mployee nd _other imals: an

(4) The restraint and shooting do not cause undue
suffering.

This subsection does not apply to veterinariang, pet shops,

shelters, kennels and boarding and breeding kennels.

Sec. 3. 7 MRSA §4016, as amended by PL 1993, c¢. 81, §1, is
further amended to read:

§4016. violation

Any A person whe--vielates, firm or corporation found in
violation of this chapter eemmits--a -civil-vielatien-feor--which-a

forfeiture--of -not-less--than-$100-or-mere--than-$1,000-for -each
offense- musi- be -adiudged -and- for--which -such-other- relief as-may
be--negessary--to--restore --the - -animal - £o---good --health--er--to
amelierate-the- effects -of-eruelty--and -to-ensure-that -the -animal
ig-well-cared-for-may-be-ordered is guilty of a Class D crime.

Sec. 4. 17 MRSA §1031, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 383,

§4, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
§1031. Cruelty to animals

1. Cruelty to animals. A person, including an owner or the
owner's agent, is guilty of cruelty to animals if that person:

A, Kills or attempts to kill an animal belonging to another
person without the consent of the owner or without legal

privilege. A person, including an owner or the owner's
agent, may not kill or attempt to kill an animal by a method
that caus undue suffering. If a erson includin an
owner or the owner's agent, kills or attempts to kill an
animal by a method that causes undue suffering or that does
not cause instantaneous death, that person is guilty of
cruelty to animals. The owner or occupant of property may

use reasonable force that does not cause undue suffering to
eject a trespassing animal;

B. Injures, overworks, tortures, torments, abandons, gives
poison, drugs or alcohol to, cruelly beats or mutilates an
animal or exposes a poison with the intent that it be taken
by an animal:;
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C. Deprives an animal that the person owns or possesses of
necessary_sustenance, necessary medical attention, proper
shelter, protection from the weather or humanely clean

conditions: or .
D. Keeps or leaves a mestic animal on an uninhabited or

barren island lying off the coast of this State during the
month of December, January, February or March without
providing necessary sustenance and proper shelter.

Sec. 5. 17 MRSA §1031, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:

1-A. Animal cruelty. A person, including an owner ¢r the

owner's agent, is gquilty of cruelty to animals if that person
kills or attempts to kill a cat or dog:

A. By a method, agent or device that is different from that
permitted by Title 17, section 1042: or

B. By shooting by a firearm unless:

(1) The animal is restrained in a humane manner;

(2) Shooting is performed by a person utilizing a
weapon and ammunition of suitable caliber and_ other
characteristics to produce instantanecous death by a

single shot;

(3) Maximum precaution is taken to protect the general
public, employees and other animals; and

(4) The restraint and shooting do not cause undue
suffering.

This subsection does not apply to veterinarians, pet shops,
shelters, kennels and boarding and breeding kennels.

Sec. 6. 17 MRSA §1041, as enacted by PL 1987, c.383, §4, is
amended to read:

§1041. Euthanasia by prescribed methods
No cat or dog may be destroyed by any method, agent or

device except as described in Title 7, section 1031, subsection
1, this subchapter and section 4011, subsection 1.

Sec. 7. 17 MRSA §1047 is enacted to read:

§1047. Application.
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This subchapter applies to the euthanasia of cats or dogs by
veterinarians, pet shops, shelters, kennels and boarding and
breeding kennel

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill clarifies the animal welfare 1laws relating to
euthanasia by owners.
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