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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §7001-A, as amended by PL 1987, c. 395, Pt.
B, §10, is further amended to read:

§7001-A. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

1. Accredited educational progaram. An "accredited
educational imstitutien program"” 1is an--irstitukien a program
accredited by the Council on Social Work Education.

1-A. Advanced gemneralist. "Advanced generalist" _means
equal emphasis on knowledge and skills working with individuals,
famjlies, groups, organizations and communities.

2. Board. "Board'" is the State Board of Social Worker
Licensure.

3. Certified social worker - independent practice. A
"certified social worker - independent practice” is a person who

was licensed as a certified social worker and permitted to engage
in the independent practice of social work pursuant to section
7052, before January 1, 1985.

4. Clinical setting. A ‘"clinical setting" is a setting
where mental--disorders -are--evaluated,--preveated,--di-agnosed-and
treated-using psychosocial evaluaktion assessment is the basis of
social work practice.

5. Consultation. "Consultation" 1s regularly scheduled
face-to-face case discussion ard-evaluwakzen focusing on raw-dakta,
psychosocial evaluation or psychosocial assessment, or both,
goals and objectives from the social worker's practice provided
by _an individual gualified to supervise the licensee.

5-A. Counseling. "Counseling" is a _process based upon
psychosocial evaluation or psychosocial assessment, or both, used
by soclal workers in working with individuals, families, groups,
organizations and communities. "Counseling” may include, but is
not limited to, identifying needs, helping to articulate goals,
advocating with clients, delineating alternatives and providing
needed information.

5-B. Ethics. "Ethics" means a system of professional
principles maintained and endorsed by the social work profession
and documented by the National Asscciation of Social Workers'
code of ethics.
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6. Licensed cliinical social worker. A "licensed clinical
is a person who has--received-—a-d4-cense -as--a

social work and who specializes in the micropractice area of
practice.

7. Licensed master social worker. A '"licensed master social
worker" 1is a person who has-received-a--license -as -&-master-soeial
worker-from--£he -beard holds a master's degree and specializes in
the advanced generalist area.

8. Licensed social worker. A '"licensed social worker"” is a
person who has received a 3}ieense--as-a--licernsed-social--worker

£rom-the-beard BA, BS or BSW degree to practice social work.

8-A. Microprectice. "Micropractice'" means _emphasis on
knowledge and skills working with individuals, families and
groups, and CUrsory knowledge and skills working with

organizations and communities.

9. Private practice. '"Private practice" 1is practicing
social work on a self-employed basis through which the social
worker receives reimbursement for counseling and

psychotherapeutic services.

10+ ---Besychosocial - -evaluatienr - - -‘Peychosocial-—-evaluaktion”
ineludes-the -determination -and- -examination -by - soecdial- workers -of
the - psychosocial- situation -of- an -individual -er- group--related-to
zpterperseoral-and-intrapersonad- stress,- -family -background, -family
interaetion,-JdsHno- —arrangements-and--socioeconomic - problems -and
reatments--ovaduairion,—-plans - and- goalks,-including--the -diagnesis
£ - -mental - dddness- -and--emoetional - ddsorders -for--the - purpose--of
treatment---and --therapeutie---intervention,—--but---excluding --the
diagresis--of--crganic-meatal-dldness or-treatment-of--any-illness
by--organic - therapy---to--the -extent--permitted--by-the -licensure
provisien-of--this -chepter.-In-the process-of-making a2 -diagnesis
and-formulating- o -treatment -plan-feor- mental--illiness -or-emotional
diserder,--the -secial -worker--shall -assure,-consistent- with -rules
te-be-promulgated bhir the -board,-that-the- person- -ds -examined -by-a
physician--and -may-take -inte - account--the -physician’'s—-opinion-in
£orming-the- peychosocial-evaluation . -Whern-a- person--has -beer-seen
by--a-physician-within -3-monthe -prier--to -seeking-mental -health
treatmentr- o -telephone- conversation - between -thak-physician —and
the-geeial-worker-may--be-held -in -lieuw-of-the -examination-required
by---this --subsection~---The --medical--wigit --er--+the --telephone
conversation--shadl-be -documented--in--the -elinical-records of -the
pergonr--This--requirement -shall-apply--only -in-cases-where —there
16--a--presence--of- - psychopethology .- --The - board--shall--define
ctandards--by-rule,--in -aceordance-with -the-Maine -Administrative

af IR

6]
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Rrogedure-Act-—-[iixie -5 -~ chapter- 315, -for--implementation--ofk-this
subsection~

10-A. Psvchosecial  assessment. "Psychosocial assessment”
is the ongoing process of psychosocial evaluation and examination
by social workers for the psychosocial situation of an
individual, familyvy or group relating to interpersonal and
intrapersonal stress family environment, social interaction,
living arrangements and socioeconomic and cultural conditions.

"Psychosocial assessment' involves collaboration with clients in
the formulaticon of treatment or service plans, or both, and
includes, hut is net limited to, the diagnosis and treatment of
mental and emotional disorders. "Psychosocial assessment” does
not include the diagnosis of organic mental illness, treatment of
any illnesses or treatment by organic therapy to the extent
prohibited by licensure provisions of this chapter.
"Psychosocial assessment"” may include diagnostic labels, codes
and descriptions from empirically valid assessment tools. In the
process of making a diagnosis and formulating a treatment plan
for mental illness or emotional disorder, the social worker shall
ensure, consistent with rules to be adopted by the board, that
the person is =xamined by a physician and may take into account
the physician's opinion in forming the psychosocial evaluation.
When a person has been seen by a physician within 3 months prior
to seeking wmental health treatment, a telephone conversation
between that »hysician and the social worker may be held in lieu

of the examinati required by this subsection. The medical
visit or the telephone conversation must be documented in the
clinical records of the person. This requirement applies only in

cases where psycherathology is present. The board shall define
standards by rule, in accordance with the Maine Administrative
Frocedure Act, for implementation of this subsection.

10-B. Psvechosccial evaluaticon. "Psychosocial evaluation”
means the determination and examination by social workers of
basic data gathered concerning the psychosocial situation of an
individual or group related to interpersonal and intrapersonal
stress, family background, family interaction, living
arrangements and sociceconomic problems; the evaluation of this
data; and formulation and carrying out of a service plan to
produce change in the feelings, attitudes and behavior of a
client.

1l.——— Sosiznd - —work«.--—"Social---work'l--means --engaging---in
psyehesseial - esaiuaiion -and - dntervrention,—-inctvuding--therapy—-to
the-extent- permitied- by the -licencure provisicns -ef-this-chaptesr,
to-effeckt- o -change -ian-ithe feelings, -atktitundes-and-behador of-a
¢lient,-whether-an-individual,- group -0r -COMRRLIEY ~--"Seeial-work!
2160 - MEaNs--SRGAFIRG - 1A~ -COMPIRIEY - organigatien, - social-pianning-
adminiskrakion-and-researchs
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11-A. Sogial ~ork. "Social work"” is _a professional
c

activity directed at enhancing, protecting or restoring people's
capacity for sccial well-being, whether impaired by physical,
environmental, economic or emotional factors. Social work is

based upon a body of knowledge of comprehensive human needs,
social and economic systems, human development and potential and
human diversity and strengths.

Social work is the professional application of social work
values, principles, skills and knowledge directed in one or more
of the following practices: helping people obtain appropriate
services; helping communities, organizations or groups provide
social and health services; counseling or psychotherapy with
individuals, families and groups; engaging in social action:
administering organizations and agencies; and ¢onsulting.

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA <. 83, sub-c. Til, is amended by repealing the
subchapter headnote and enacting the following in its place:

SUBCHAPTER I1I
LICENSURE

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §7053, as amended by PL 1989, c. 682, is
further amended to read:

b

§7053. Qualificaticns

To be = ible for a license to practice social work at any
level, an applicant shall must be at least 18 years of age and
shall must s £ orily pass any examination as the board may
prescribe by its rules. Each applicant shall must demonstrate

)]
-
i

[9]

8

W

0

it

trustworthiness and competence to engage in the practice of
social work in such a manner as to safeguard the interests of the
npublic.

The following skail must be considered as minimum evidence
satisfactory to the board that an applicant is qualified for
licensure under this chapter.

1. Licensed <liimical social! worker. To be qualified as a
licensed clinical social worker. an applicant shall must have
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the board adherence to the

ethics of the social work professions--shell, have successfully
completed the examination prescribed by the board; and shall have
received either:

soeiald-—relfare from an accredited educational institukien
program, in a elinieal concentration of micropractice,
dealing with individuals, families and small qroups and:

Page 4-LRO757(1)
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(1) Shall-have Have subsequently completed a minimum
of 2 years of social work experience with 26 hours of
consultation in a-<eldinical--setting an area of practice
performing psychosocial _assessment and treatment with
individuals, families and small groups; or

(2) Shall-have Have demonstrated 2 years of full-time
clinical social work experience or its equivalent and
bave completed the graduate degree prior %to January 1,
1987, and hkave completed 2 years of subsequent social
work experience in _micropractice area, performing
diagnosis, psychosocial assessment and treatment with
96 hours of consultation in a private setting; or

B. A masters master's or doctoral degrse in sccizl work or
social welfare in a--renelinical an advanced generalist
concentration from an accredited educational xnstiktutien

program and:

(1) Shall-have Have subsequently completed ¢ yesars of
social work experience with 192 hours of consultation
in a clinical setting where psvchesocizl diagnosis,
assessment and treatment takes place: or

£2)---Shali--have--demoncitrated
gliniecal-social -work-experience o
have- completed--the -gradwate - degg,A
1987, - and--have -completed-4-—year
work--experience -with--192 - houre -
privakte-setting«

wil-time
sra-kent-—and
—rapuary—1,

~

{3) Have demonstrated 2 vears of full-time zocia
experience and have completed 4 years o¢of subs

work

quent
ctice

Qﬂ)ﬂ)'—‘

social work experience 1in the area of micropr
with 192 hours of consultation in a private settin

Any person wishing to practice social work
setting in order to complete the requiremenits
clinical social work license must receive a
social worker, conditional'" license.

ay walve up to one year of the
3 isence requirement pursua =
for those candidates who demonstrate to the satis;action of the
board equlval nt'

5
o}
=
=
9]
[}
e
o]
(@]
)
,_J
0]
e]
o
~
}~

clinical experience rior  to vacsziving  the
masters master s degree in social work.

The board shall issue rules., 1in accor-
Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, cha
clinical experience required for this level ci
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AN L:censed master social a licensed master
social worker, an applicant shaiil ed-either a-masters
eg——dec ral - degreo -ian--secital -~ i-welfare —from-an

aceredited-educationel--institution~-cha have demonstrated

o the satisfaction of the board adhere the code of ethics

cf the social work profession agré- ! have successfully
completed the examination prescribed by <the board- and have
either: Afier-meeting -these- {ﬁ&é.{&oatbmwe-—sb ~-applicant-shall
ecaive—a--"licensed -master--s0cial--worker ns5e-—-In-—addition,

any-person- wishing Lo -practice-social-work-in s -ckinical-setting

shatil--receive ~—a--licensed -mastoy - social--worler,--conditional”
ge

A. A master's degree in social work or social welfare from
an accredited program in an advanced generalist
concentration and have subsequently completed 2 years of
social work experience with 96 hours c¢f consultation in an
area of advanced generalist practice; or

B. A master’'s degree in social work from an accredited
program in a micropractice conceniration and have
subsequently completed 4 years of soc1al work experience
with 192 hours on consultation 3in an area of advanced
generalist practice.

Any person wishing to practice social in_an advanced

generalist practice area in order to complete the regquirements
for the licenged master social worker = 2 must receive a
“licensed master sociral worker, conditional’ lLicense.

3. Licevsed socral worker. To be gualified to be licensed

as a social worker an applicant must mee: one of the feollowing
reguirements.

A. The applicent must have received a bachelor's degree in
social work or social welfare from an accredited educational
institutien program; demonstrated to the tisfaction of the
board adherence to the ethics o©of the social worker
professicn: and successfully completed the examination

prescribed by the board.

B. The applicant must have received chelor's degree 1in
a related field from an institution at the time the
degree was received, did nect have a program accredited by
the Council on Social Work Educati but subsequently
offered such a program; demonstrated %tc the satisfaction of
the board adherence to the ethics of +the social worker
profession; and successfully compist=sd the examination
prescribed by the board.

ied
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The board shall 1issue rules, in accordance with the Maine
Administrative Preocedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, by which an
individual who has & bachelor's degree that does not qualify
under paragraph A cr B may be eligible for a license.

Any person having the necessary qualifications prescribed in

this chapter to entitle him that person to licensure as a
jicensed clinical, licensed master or ZIicense licensed social
worker shall--be is eligible for that license though ke Zthat

Eurs may not be practicing his the profession at the time of
aking the application.

Sec. 4. 2Z MRSA §7053-A, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1987, c.
395, Pt. B, §15, is further amended to read:

1. Licensed master social worker. Any licensed master
soclal worker may:

A. Engage in administration, research, consultation, social
planning and <teaching related to the functions in this
section;

B. Perform 211 the functions of a licensed social worker;
and

C. Engage 1n =2-nenclinieal advanced generalist social work
private practice- ; and

D. Engage in advanced generalist consultation of a person
holding = licensed master social worker, conditional license
for the purpcse of preparinag for the licensed master social
worker lilcense. This includes responsibility for ongoing
luation. The licensed master social worker
shall asssss tihe competence and ethics of the person holding
~er social worker, conditional license and
sment. _with the Board of Social Worker
time that person applies for the master

d

Licensure a2t

level licensure.

In addition, =2 lizensed master social worker having met the
regquirements for licensure as a licensed clinical social worker
prior to Januwary 1, 1987, except for having completed the
licensed clinical scocial worker examination, may engage in the
clinical consultation of licensed master social worker,
conditional <£for the purpose of preparing the licensed master
social worker. conditional for eventual licensed clinical social
3 or regular licensure. This includes

or ongoling training and evaluation. The 1licensed

master soclal worker has an obligation to assess the 1licensed

workers' stat

responsibility

Page 7-LRO757(1)
L.D.1148



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

master social worker, conditional's competence and ethics and
share this assessment wlth the Board of Social Work Licensure at
the time the 1licensed master soclal worker applies for the
licensed clinical level.

In addition to paragraphs A, B and C, a person holding a
"licensed master social worker, conditional"” license may engage
in psychosocial evaluation, including diagnosis and treatment of
mental illness and emotional disorders, and provide clinical
consultation to licensed social workers, social work students,
other professicnals practicing related professions and
paraprofessionals engaging in related activities.

A "licensed master social worker, conditional” may not engage in
private clinical micropractice social work practice, unless
permitted under section 7053, subsection 1, and must receive
individual consultation 4 hours a month while practicing social
work in a clinical micropractice social work setting.

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §7053-A, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1987, c.
395, Pt. B, §16, is further amended to read:

2. Licensed c¢linical socizal worker- A licensed c¢linical
social worker may:

A. Practice social work in a clinical micropractice social
work setting without consultation;

B. Engage in psychosocial evaluation and _assessment,
including diagnosis and treatment of mental illness and
emotional discrders:

C. Engage 1in <liniecal micropractice social work private
practice of social work:

o

D. Perform all the functions of a licensed master social
worker; and

E. Engage in %the eiinieal micropractice consultation of a
perscn 2eoiding a licensed maskter c¢linical social wexrkesrs
worker s, ceonditicnal license for the purpose of preparing

e--Licensed - masher —-social--worker for eventual licensed

inical ocial wexrkersl worker status or regular lieensure
license. 1 ' es responsibility for ongoing training
and evaluztion. The licensed clinical social worker has an
obligation to assess the competence and ethics of the person
holding the licensed waster ¢linical social werkerls
competence--2and.—ethics worker, conditional license and share
this assessment with the Board of Social Worker Licensure at

frcensed--masker--secial--werker that person
applies for Zhe licensed clinical level.

Page 8-LR0O757(1)
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. 22 MRSA §TD53-AL sub-§3, as amended by PL 1987, c.
/ further amended to read:

3- Certified seccial worker - inderendent practice. A
zertified social worker - independent practice may:
A. Perform all the functions of a licensed master c¢linical

B. Practice social work in a clinical micropractice setting
without consultation: and

C. Engage in <linical micropractice private practice of
social work.

In addition, 3 certified social worker - independent
practice having met the requirements £for Ilicensure as a
licensed <slznical micropractice social worker prior to
Januvary 1., 1987, except for having completed the licensed
siinical micropractice social worker examination, may engage

in the clinical consultation of a person holding a licensed
master c¢linical social worker, conditicnal license for the
purpose of preparing the--licensed-master -soecdiad--worker,
gondikionais tha person for eventual licensed clinical
social wesxkexes worker status or regular licensure. This
includes responsibllity for ongoing training and evaluation.
The certifi social worker - independent practice has an

assess the competence and ethics of the person

licensed maskes clinical social worker,

compatence--and -ethies conditional license and

azsessment with the Board of Social Work
the time khe-licensed-mester-secial-woerker that
for the licensed clinical level.

Sec. 7. 22 M RASA {7754-A. last T, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 395,
Pt. B, §18, is amended to read:

Any person having received a masters--or--deeteral master's
legree in social work or =social welfare from an accredited
educational inektiktukien program and having completed 5 years'

experience rior = January 1, 1987, =with 3 vyears or its

equlvalent having been gained within 5 years of the date of
application for licensure. shall-be is autocmatically licensed as
a "licensed master social worker." or "licensed clinical social
worker,"” depending uvon the applicant's areas of education and
experience.

]

o]

[0

Sec. 8. 37 MRSA §7058. as enacted by FPL 1977, c. 673, §3, is
repealed.
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Sec. 5. 32 MASA §7062, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 736, §20, is
amended to read:

persons licensedr-registered or-certified on any level
he =pricr social work registratiean law shall--be are
T ¢ sccial work as previously authorized as long

STATEZMENT OF FACT

. maxes the feollowing changes to the laws governing

1 It clarzfies the gqualifications and requirements of
initial licensure and renewal of licensure at the various levels

specified by law:

2. t changes references to '"certificate of registration”
to "license"” and "institution” to "program”;: =and

3. It updatecs the definitions of "social work,"
"psychosocial assessment,” "evaluation, " “intervention" and
"treatment” as they pertain to social work practice.
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