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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 33 MRSA §1819, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 691, §4, is

amended to read:
§1819. Tangible property held by state institutions

1. Presumption of abandomment. Tangible and intangible
property other than prescription drugs held by an institution
under the control of the Department of Mental Health and Mental
Retardation ard or the Department of Corrections that has been
left by a patient or inmate shall-be is presumed abandoned if it
has is not beer claimed within 2 years after the patient's or
inmate's discharge from, or death while residing in, the
institution. Prescription drugs held by an institution under the
control of the Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation
or the Department of Corrections that are left by a patient or
inmate are presumed abandoned upon the death of the patient or
inmate or if the drugs are not claimed within 30 days of the
patient's or inmate's admission to the institution,

2. Reducing tangible property to cash. Tangible property
other than prescription drugs presumed te-be abandoned under this
section may be sold by the head of the institution at public
auction if the fair market value of all property left at that
institution by the patient or inmate is less than $1,000.

A, At least 14 days prior to sale, the head of the
institution shall give notice to the owner:

(1) Either personally or by certified mail; or

(2) If that notice cannot be given after one
reasonable attempt to do so, by publication in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which
the institution is located.

The notice shall must give a description of the
property, the institution at which it was 1left, the
time and place of sale and the right to c¢laim the
property.

B. The owner may claim this property at any time prior to
actual sale.

C. After sale, the head of the institution shall record the
name of the owner prior to the sale, a description of the
property, the institution at which it was 1left and the
proceeds of the sale.
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D. The proceeds of the sale and the records of the sale
shaii must be reported and delivered to the administrator as
if they were the property presumed abandoned.

3. Prescription drugs. Prescription drugs that are

presumed abandoned under subsection 1 may be disposed of in

accordance with rules established by the Board of Commissioners
of the Profession of Pharmacy.

STATEMENT OF FACT

Current law does not distinguish prescription drugs from
other property that may be presumed abandoned if 1left by a
patient that was a resident in an institution, This bill
distinguishes prescription drugs from other property and also
sets up standards as to when they can be presumed abandoned by
the patient.
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