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L.D. 981 
2 

DATE: June 7, 1995 (Filing No. S- 225) 
4 

6 EDUCATION AND CUL TURAL AFFAIRS 

8 Reported by: Senator ESTY of Cumberland for the Committee. 

10 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Senate. 

12 

14 

16 

18 

STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

117TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 353, L.D. 981, Bill, "An 
20 Act to Amend the Teacher Certification Laws Relating to 

Certification Waivers" 
22 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
24 clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its 

place the following: 
26 

'Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §13011, sub-§7, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
28 200, §l, is amended to read: 

30 1. Certification waiver. Under rules adopted by the state 
board, the commissioner may grant a waiver for an appropriate 

32 period of time to an individual seeking the issuance or renewal 
of a certificate. The commissioner may grant a waiver to an 

34 individual who: 

36 A. Receives allegedly inaccurate, incomplete or untimely 
information or action from the department eF-i~s-a~eB~s, the 

38 local support system or a regional support system. The 
waiver must be for a reasonable period of time to permit the 

40 applicant to complete certification requirements; or 

42 B. Demonstrates compliance with certification requirements 
by s eme - -means- - Re~ - -o.&t:-i-e-~t;.e.d. - -i -fl- - l::be - -(HH' -t-:i-f-:i-£fat.-:i-iHl- - HI. ± e s 

44 professional alternative methods, including the following: 

46 (I) Scores on Graduate Record Examinations 
demonstrating content area proficiency equal to 

48 approved course work, with passing scores established 
under rules adopted by the state board; 

50 
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(2) Examinations accepted by state-approved programs 
in lieu of course work, with passing scores established 
under rules adopted by the state board; 

(3) Examinations from professional testing 
6 corporations demonstrating content area proficiency 

egual to approved course work, with professional 
8 testing corporations approved by the state board and 

passing scores established under rules adopted by the 
10 state board: and 

12 (4) Work experience eguivalent to outcomes for 
approved course work and a formal recommendation from 

14 the state professional organization in that content 
area. The professional organizations are established 

16 under rules adopted by the state board. The waiver is 
for the duration of the certificate or endorsement 

18 sought. 

20 AR--iReivie~a~--wae--is--eeRiee--Eae--iss~aRee--e~--~eRewa~--eE--a 

ee~EiEieaEe-~e~-~~~~~-~a-~a~a~~a~as-A-~~~a~-a~~~y 

22 Ee~--a-~~--~~-aR--a~~ea±s-~~~~-~~~-~-~he--sEaEe 
Bea~eT--~he-appea~£-~~~~~~-~~-~~~-~eFffiaaea~-ffieffiBe~s 

24 wae--~~--~e~--~~~--~---~--~~---iae~aeia~--~--seaee± 

adffiiRisE~aEe~T-eRe-~~£~-~-~-~~~~~~~r-&ae-Eae~~EY 

26 ffieffiBe~-~~~-a--~~-e4~~a~4~--p~~am-~~-B~-~~-sEaEe 

Bea~e-~-&ae-~~4~-~--wae-~~-ae~r-~~¥&~-ha£-~r-a 

28 ~~eEessieRa±-~~,---~~-ea€a-~-eeRsieeFee-~-~~-a~~ea±s 

eeffiffiiEEeeT-~~~~~-BeaFe-~~-~~-a-~~~~-eeffiffiiEEee 

30 ffieffiBe~--~~~-~~-~FeEessieRa±-~~~~-~~~~~-iR 
Eae-eisei~~iRe-e~-~eve~-~Ree~-~eviewT 

32 
±ae-~~~1t~~-saal~-~~4~~~-a~~~ieaEieR-~~-~-waive~ 

34 aRe--ffia~e--a-~~~-~~-~~-~~££4~e~,---FeJJewiR~--a 

~eview-~--~he-~~~~-~-Fe~eaaa~iear-~~-eeffiffiissieRe~ 

36 saa~~-~~-a-EiRa±-~~~~-~Feviee-~~~1t~~-~~sEiEieaEieR 

Ee~-Eae-eeeisieRT 

38 
±ae-6~a~e-bea~4-~~~~~~-~~~-~-aaG-eva~aa~e-Eais 

40 eeFEiEieaEieR-~~--~~e££--aRe-~~~-~heiF--~~aG~ng&-~~-Eae 

~eiRE-~~~-~i~~e-~-~~-be~i6Ja~QFe-~~-j~~iseieEieR 

42 eve~-ee~eaEieRa~-ffiaEEe~s-eR-e~-BeEe~e-JaR~aFy-1T-199§T' 

44 Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 

46 

48 

50 

statement of fact the following: 

'FISCAL NOTE 

This bill makes changes to 
certification waiver process to avoid 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S. P. 353, L. D. 981 

.Department of Education. These changes will allow the department 
to administer the program within existing budgeted resources.' 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

8 The bill amended the specific criteria under which a 
teacher, education specialist or administrator could seek a 

10 certification waiver from the Commissioner of Education. 

12 This amendment clarifies that a waiver granted to an 
individual who receives allegedly inaccurate, incomplete or 

14 untimely information must be for a period of time sufficient to 
allow the individual to complete certification requirements. 

16 
This amendment also identifies alternative methods by which 

18 an individual may demonstrate compliance with certification 
requirements and requires the State Board of Education to adopt 

20 rules to further develop those methods. 
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