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L.D. 947 

DATE: March 8, 1996 (Filing No. s-460 

BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Reported by: Senator CIANCHETTE of Somerset for the Committee. 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Senate. 

STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

117TH LEGISLATURE 
SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. A" to S.P. 342, L.D. 947, Bill, "An 
Act to Amend the Laws Pertaining to the Regulation of Denturists" 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its 
place the following: 

'Sec. I. 32 MRSA §1085, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, Pt. A, 
§68, is further amended to read: 

§1085. Endorsement; fees 

The board is authorized, at its discretion, without the 
examination as provided, to issue a license to an applicant who 
furnishes proof, satisfactory to the board, that the applicant 
has been licensed to practice dentistry in another state after 
full compliance with the requirements of its dental laws. If an 
applicant is licensed to practice dentistry in another state, 
that applicant's professional education may not be less than is 
required in this State and the applicant must have been at least 
5 years in actual practice in the state in which the license wa~ 
granted. Applicants for licensure by endorsement who meet the 
reguirements of this section must be interviewed in person by the 
board or members of the board, prior to being issued a license. 
Every license of this type issued by the board must state upon 
its face the grounds upon which it is issued and the applicant 
may be required to furnish proof upon affidavit. The fee for the 
license is determined by the board, but may not be more than $300. 

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §1099, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, Pt. A, 
§85, is further amended to read: 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ".4" to S.P. 342, L.D. 947 

§1099. Endorsement 
2 

The board may at its discretion, without examination, issue 
4 a license to an applicant to practice dental hygiene who 

furnishes proof satisfactory to the board that the dental 
6 hygienist has been duly licensed to practice in another state 

after full compliance with the requirements of its dental laws, 
8 except that the professional education may not be less than is 

required in this State. The board may require letters of 
10 reference as to ability. Applicants for licensure by endorsement 

who meet the reguirements of this section must be interviewed in 
12 person by the board or members of the board prior to being issued 

a license. Every license so given must state upon its face that 
14 it was granted on the basis of endorsement. The fee for that 

license must be determined by the board, but may not be more than 
16 $100. 

18 Sec. 3. 32 MRS A §1100-B, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1981, c. 
440, §16, is further amended to read: 

20 
2. Denturist. "Denturist" means a person l:i:eeBsee.--l:lB€Iel' 

22 ~B.:i:s-~F---t.-&--eB~aEJe engaging in the practice of e.eB~l:ll'e 

~eeB.BeleEJy-\:la€Iel'-~B.e-6\:lpel'v:i:6:i:eB-ef-a-€IeB~:i:6~-ef-l'eeel'a denturism. 
24 

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §1100-B, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1993, c. 
26 600, Pt. A, §88, is further amended to read: 
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3. Practice of denturism. "Practice of €IeBt:eU,:.e-4:.-e€;!Ul.eJ.eEJY 
denturism" means only: 

A. The taking of denture impressions and bite registration 
for the purpose of or with a view to the making, producing, 
reproducing, construction, finishing, supplying, altering or 
repairing of a complete upper or complete lower prosthetic 
denture, or both, to be fitted to an edentulous arch or 
arches; 

B. The fitting of a complete upper or lower prosthetic 
denture, or both, to an edentulous arch or arches, including 
the making, producing, reproducing, constructing, finishing, 
supplying, altering and repairing of dentures; and 

C. The procedures incidental to the procedures specified in 
paragraphs A and B, as defined by the board. 

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §1100-C, as amended by PL 1995, c. 353, §§9 
and 10, is further amended to read: 

§1100-C. Rules 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT '/1" to S.P. 342, L.D. 947 

1. Rules required. NeE--l-a-t-e-r--Ehaa--May--1T-~,--Ehe The 
board shall adopt rules te±aEia~--t-()--1:-Ja.e.-l-i€eR£-iR~--o-f--aeaE1:<l:'isEs 

necessary to implement this subchapter. Rules adopted may 
pertain, but are not limited to, continuing education, statement 
of oral conditions and other record retention requirements, 
prelicensure permits and the specification of other procedures 
incidental to the practice of denturism. 

a~--~B~R~sT--~-~~l€£-~&e4-~~~~--Ee-~-t~~-l 

10 m1:<SE-petEaiaT-S1:<E-ate-aeE-±imiEea-EeT-Ehe-~e±±ewia~+ 

12 AT--~~~~~~~~-pF&ee4~re&-£e±aEia~--t-()-~~-iss1:<aaeeT 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

te~1:<sa±-Ee-iss1:<eT-S1:<Speasiea-aae-teVeeaEiea-e~-±ieeBseS7 

8T--~h€-~~~~--o-f-~~~-~ra~&~~-aBa-eHpetieaee 

sEaBeatas-fe£-~h€-~~€--o-f-~~~~~--~-i&&1:<a&ee-e~ 

Eempetaty-eeBE1:<tisE-±ieeasesf 

GT---~-~~-SY-~~-~-Ehe-~~~-~--whieh 

eeaE~tisES-~~-~~i~-~~~~~-aeBE~~e-~~~-~et 

seEh-Eempetaty-aae-~~±±-±ieeBS~tef 

gT---~-€£~aB±-i£hm€R~-~~-~~~~--F~~iFemeBE&-~~--Ehe 

F~tFese---o-f---e±i~iBiliEy---~r--~~--1:-em~FaFy--~--~1:<l± 

±ieeaS1:<tef-aae 

~T--~£€-~i~-ioat-~~~-eEhet-~B€€£~~€£-~~~~~-~-Ehe 

FtaeEiee--o-f--aeBE~re--t€£~~--1:-aa1:--maY-~-F£a€Ei€ee-~-a 

eeaE1:<tisET 

5. Temporary denturist permit. The board may issue 
32 temporary permits to persons who demonstrate to the satisfaction 

of the board a minimum of 10 years, in some combination of 
34 training and experience in denture mechanics or technology or as 

a denture laboratory technician. The board shall keep a record 
36 of supervising dentists and may charge the applicant an annual 

permit fee that may not exceed $25. A permit holder must 
38 practice denturism under the direct supervision of a dentist. 

The practitioner may be in or out of the supervising dentist's 
40 office. The board may not issue a permit under this provision 

after January 1, 2000. 
42 

Sec. 6. 32 MRS A §1100·D, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, Pt. 
44 A, §89, is further amended to read: 

46 §1100-D. Examinations 

48 1. Authority. The board is authorized to prepare and give 
examinations in the area of aeaE~Fe-Ee€hBele~y denturism for the 

50 purpose of licensing denturists. All examinations prepared and 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ':.4" to S.P. 342, L.D. 947 

given under this subchapter may be prepared and given by the full 
board eEO.L by an appointed subcommittee of the board or by an 
entity authorized by the board. The board may also recognize a 
nationally or regionally administered examination given at least 
annually for applicants to practice een1::aFe-~e€RBeJ:e13Y dentur ism 
in the State. 

1-A. Examination content. Denturist examinations must 
consist of a clinical examination and a written eXamination 
concerning, but not limited to. dental materials, denture 
technology, United States Department of Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease Control guidelines, basic anatomy and basic 
pathology. 

aT--~k~~~k~~-~~--eKamiBa~i9BT-~-pe~£e£--i&-~~~~~-1::e 

16 1::ake-1::ae-eHamiBa1::ieB-paFsaaB1::-1::e-SaBsee1::ieB-~-wae+ 

22 GT--~&-~~~~-~~~-a--miniffiaffi-~~-~-y€U~£--eE 

1::FaiBiB13--~~-~~~--~a~~y--aBe--~~~~-~~r--as 

24 appFevee--ey--~~-~~--~--~&--Qeme:a&1::Fa1::eQ--e~aiva±en1:: 

1::EOaiBiB13-aBe-eHpeEOieBeer-as-ee1::eEOminee-sy-1::ae-seaEOeT 
26 

2-A. Eligibility for examination. Eligibility for taking 
28 the examination pursuant to subsection 1 is determined as follows: 

30 A. Until January 1, 2000, a person is eligible to take the 
denturism eXamination if that person: 

32 

34 

36 

38 
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(1) Is a high school graduate or has obtained high 
school equivalency; 

(2) Has completed and can demonstrate to the 
satisfaction of the board a minimum of 10 years in some 
combination of training and experience in denture 
mechanics or technology or as a denture laboratory 
technician; and 

(3) Has successfully completed one postsecondary 
course in basic human anatomy and physiology and one 
postsecondary course in basic pathology. The courses 
must be either approved by the board or administered by 
an institution accredited by an agency approved by the 
board; or 

B. A person is eligible to take the examination if that 
person: 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ";1" to S.P. 342, L.D. 947 

(1) Is a high school graduate or has obtained high 
school equivalency; and 

(2) Has a diploma from a board-approved denturism 
postsecondary institution or has completed an 
equivalent denturist educational program approved by 
the board. 

3. Application for examination; fee. An eligible person 
desiring to take t:be .sm examination in order to become licensed 
as a denturist shall make a written application to the board to 
take the examination. This application must be accompanied by a 
an application fee.L to be determined by the board.L but not to 
exceed $100 and an examination fee to be determined by the board 
that may not exceed the actual cost of the examination. The 
application fee includes the fee for the initial license and is 
nonrefundable. 

4. Additional examinations; fee. An applicant failing to 
pass t:be .sm examination is entitled to at:--J-e-a&t--ene--aaa,it:,ieaaJ: 
eHa.m,i:e.at:ieB--anG--Ghal-J--pay a reexamination u,pon payment of the 
examination fee set by the board. If an applicant has failed 3 
examinations l the board may require the applicant to complete 
additional educational requirements prior to reexamination. 

Sec. 7. 32 MRSA§1100-E, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, Pt. 
A, §90, is further amended to read: 

§llOO-E. Licenses; endorsement 

1. Authority. The board has the authority to issue licenses 
to qualified persons to practice ae:e.t:~£e--~eb:e.ele~y denturism 
pursuant to this subchapter. 

2. License issued. The board shall issue a license for the 
practice in this State to each person who has passed t:be an 
examination under section lI~O-D. This license authorizes the 
licensee to practice as a denturist in the State fe~-t:be-yea~-iR 
wbieb-~~--~-~ssyea until the expiration date that appears on the 
license. 

3. Renewal; renewal fee. After a license has been issued 
under subsection 2, and on or before January 1st of odd-numbered 
years, a denturist must pay to the board a license renewal fee of 
not more than $100 to be determined by the board in order to 
renew the license and to continue to be authorized to practice as 
a denturist in the State or 1/2 the biennial licensure fee if 
application is made in an even-numbered year. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A " to S.P. 342, L.D. 947 

After the requirements for a license renewal, including any 
2 necessary continuing education, have been met, a renewal card of 

the denturist' s license ~e~--t-hat.--y~aF must be issued, which the 
4 denturist shall place beside or attach to the denturist's initial 

license. Denturists who have not paid as provided by January 1st 
6 must be reinstated upon payment of a fee, to be determined by the 

board, of not more than $50 if paid by February 1st. A license to 
8 practice is automatically suspended on February 1st and may be 

reinstated, if approved by the board, on payment of a fee to be 
10 determined by the board of not more than $100. 

12 4. Endorsement. The board may, at its discretion, without 
examination, ID£Y issue a license to an applicant to practice as a 

14 denturist who furnishes proof satisfactory to the board that the 
denturist has been licensed to practice and has actively 

16 practiced for a period of 5 years in another state or Canadian 
province after full compliance with the requirements of its 

18 dental laws, if the licensure requirements are, in all 
essentials, at least equivalent to those of this State. The board 

20 may require letters of reference about the denturist. Applicants 
for licensure by endorsement who meet the requirements of this 

22 section must be interviewed in person by the board, or members of 
the board, prior to being issued a license. Every license so 

24 given must state upon its face that it was granted on the basis 
of endorsement. The fee for the license is may not exceed $100. 
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4-A. Duplicate license. AB--~~~~~--~~--~--Q~~±iea~e 

±ieeB6e-~£aB~ea ~A~l~~~'c~e~n~s~e~e~m~u~s~t~b~e~~i~s~s~u~e~d~~a~d~u~p~l~~~'c~a~t~e~l~i~c~e~n~s~e~b~y 
the board for a fee of $15 upon ~~ee~ attestation of loss of the 
original sRa±±-pay-a-~ee-e~-$l9. 

5. Additional prohibitions. A denturist may not: 

A. Falsely claim to be a licensed dentist or allow another 
to falsely represent the denturist as a licensed dentist; 

BT--~~~~-e~heFwi6e--t~-a~-~~~~~~~-a~a-~--~Re 

aiFeet-~~~~-&~-~~~~i&~-~~€e~£e4-~-~Be-~~-aBa 

p~ae~ieiB~---~-~Be-~~~r-~~~~--6~~eF~i6ieB-~~~~-~R~ 

aeB~is~-te-ge-eB-~Re-SaFRe-~~emise6-as-~Re-aeBt~~is~t 

B-I. Practice denturism on a person without having first 
received a statement of current oral conditions dated and 
signed by a licensed dentist no more than 30 days prior to 
the initiation of treatment. The statement must stipulate 
that the person' s oral cavity is substantially free from 
disease and structurally sufficient to receive a denture or 
dentures. This statement remains effective for one year 
from the date of signature for the purpose of any 

Page 6-LRI078(2) 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 



~ ... 
~. 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "1''' to S.P. 342, L.D. 947 

adjustments or alterations necessary on the denture or 
dentures for which the statement was originally issued; 

c. Perform a task beyond the denturist's competence; or 

D. Administer, dispense or prescribe a medication or 
controlled substance. 

6. Mental or physical examination. For the purposes of 
this subsection, by the application for and acceptance of the 
license, a licensed denturist is deemed to have given consent to 
a mental or physical examination when directed by the board. The 
board may direct the examination whenever it determines a 
denturist may be suffering from a mental illness that may be 
interfering with the competent practice of eeB~QEe--~saB~l~~y 

denturism or from the use of intoxicants or drugs to an extent 
that they are preventing the denturist from practicing eeB~QEe 

~eehBele~y denturism competently and with safety to the 
patients. A denturist examined pursuant to an order of the board 
does not have the privilege to prevent the testimony of the 
examining individual or to prevent the acceptance into evidence 
of the report of an examining individual. Failure to comply 
with an order of the board to submit to a mental or physical exam 
requires the Administrative Court to immediately order the 
license of the denturist suspended until the denturist submits to 
the examination. 

Sec. 8. 32 MRSA §1100-E-l ~s enacted to read: 

§llOO-E-l. Continuing education 

As a condition of a license renewal, a denturist licensee 
shall submit evidence of successful completion of 20 hours of 
continuing education consisting of board-approved courses 
completed within the 2 years preceding the application for 
renewal. The board shall proportionally reduce the continuing 
education hours required for denturists who have been licensed 
for less than a 2-year period upon the date of renewal. 

Sec. 9. 32 MRSA §1100-G, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, Pt. 
A, §9l, is repealed. 

Sec. 10. Denturist. By January 1, 2001 the Commissioner of 
Professional and Financial Regulation shall make a recommendation 
to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over professional regulatory boards as to whether a 
licensed denturist should be included on the Board of Dental 
Examiners and the committee may submit legislation to implement 
its conclusion regarding this subject. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ';1" to S.P. 342, L.D. 947 

Sec. 11. Revision clause. Wherever in the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 32, chapter 16 the words "denture technology" 
appear or reference is made to those words, they are amended to 
read and mean "denturism," and the Revisor of Statutes shall 
implement this revision when updating, publishing or republishing 
the statutes.' 

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
statement of fact the following: 

12 'FISCAL NOTE 

14 The Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation 
may incur some minor additional costs to submit a recommendation 

16 pertaining to the Board of Dental Examiners. These costs can be 
absorbed within the department's existing budgeted resources. 

18 
The issuance of temporary denturist permits and the 

20 broadening of eligibility requirements for denturist licensure 
will result in insignificant increases of dedicated revenue to 

22 the Board of Dental Examiners, within the Department of 
Professional and Financial Regulation, from permit and licensure 

24 fees. 

26 The Board of Dental Examiners, wi thin the Department of 
Professional and Financial Regulation, will incur some minor 

28 additional costs to adopt rules pertaining to the regulation of 
denturists. These costs can be absorbed within the board's 

30 existing budgeted resources.' 

32 

34 STATEMENT OF FACT 

36 This amendment removes the requirement that denturists 
practice under the supervision of dentists. It allows denturists 

38 to become licensed through experiential-based qualifications and 
examination until January 2001 or through standarg 

40 education-based qualifications and examination. 

42 All denturists are prohibited from practicing denturism on a 
patient without having first received a statement of oral health 

44 regarding that patient from a dentist. 

46 

48 

The amendment requires continuing education as a condition 
of relicensing. 

The amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill. 
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