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Legislative Document No. 883 

H.P.660 House of Representatives, March 21, 1995 

An Act to Enhance Networking Technology for Public Schools. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 35-A MRSA §7508 is enacted to read: 
4 

§7508. Telecommunications links to public schools. 
6 

Notwithstanding any other Erovision of this title, each 
8 teleEhone utility shall install modern telecommunication links to 

Eublic schools as follows. UEon the request of the governing 
10 board of a school administrative unit: 

12 1. Elementary schools. A teleEhone utility shall install 
one modern telecommunication link to each elementary school 

14 within that school administrative unit for which the board 
requests installation; and 

16 
2. Secondary schools. A teleEhone utility shall install uE 

18 to 2 modern telecommunication links to each secondary school 
within that school administrative unit for which the board 

20 requests installation. 

22 A teleEhon~ utility may not charge a fee for the 
installation or maintenance of a modern telecommunication link 

24 required to be installed under this section that exceeds the 
direct costs of the installation or maintenance. 

26 
This section does not Erohibit the installation and 

28 maintenance of additional teleEhone lines and any other 
telecommunications technologies in Eublic schools in accordance 

30 with other aEElicable laws. 

32 As used in this section, the terms "Eublic school," "school 
administrative unit," "elementary school" and "secondary school" 

34 have the same meanings as defined in Title 20-A, section 1. As 
used in this section, the term "modern telecommunication link" 

36 means any teleEhone lines and associated technology that the 
governing board of a school administrative unit requests be 

38 installed Eursuant to this section and that the teleEhone utility 
has the legal authority and technical caEacity to install and 

40 maintain. 

42 The governing board of a school administrative unit or a 
teleEhone utility may Eetition the commission to resolve any 

44 disEute arising under this section. 

46 This section is reEealed 90 days after the adjournment of 

48 
the First Regular Session of the l18th Legislature. 
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STATEMENT OF FACT 
2 

This bill requires telephone utilities to install and 
4 maintain at cost modern telecommunication links to public 

schools. The bill requires up to 2 links to be installed, upon 
6 the request of a school board, to secondary schools and one link 

to be installed, upon the request of a school board, to 
8 elementary schools. The bill permits schools and telephone 

utilities to petition the Public Utilities Commission to resolve 
10 any disputes arising from these provisions. 

12 The provisions of this bill are repealed 2 years from their 
effective date. 
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