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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §1866, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 703,

§1, is amended to read:

8. Application to containers originally sold in the State.
The obligations to accept or take empty beverage containers and
to pay the refund value and handling fees for such containers as
described in subsections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 apply only to
containers originally sold in this State as filled beverage
containers. A person who, for the purposes of obtaining a refund
value, tenders to a dealer or redemption center more than 240
empty beverage containers must complete a form certifying that
the empties were purchased as filled beverage containers in the
State. A person whor-fe¥r-ihe-purpose -of obtadining a-refund-value
er--handling -fee, is in possession of or tenders to a dealer,
distributor, redemption center or bottler more than 10-ecases-with
24 48 empty beverage containers in--each--ease that the person
knows or has reason to know were not originally sold in this
State as filled beverage containers is subject to the enforcement
action and civil penalties set forth in this subsection. A
person who violates the provisions of this subsection is subject
to a civil penalty of the greater of $100 for each container or
$25,000 for each tender of containers.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill requires individuals who attempt to redeem more
than 240 empty beverage containers to complete a form certifying
that the empties were purchased as filled beverage containers in
the State. This bill also amends the law concerning fraudulent
redemption of empty beverage containers by lowering the tolerance
from 10 cases of 24 empty containers each to 48 empty containers
and applies the provisions to any person who possesses that
amount, whether or not the person tenders those containers for
the purpose of redeeming the refund value or handling fee.
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