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An Act Governing Privileged Communications between Victims of
Domestic Violence and Their Advocates.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 16 MRSA §53-B is enacted to read:

-B Privil i ion ictim : famil
violence
1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms _have _the

following meanings,

A, "A " mean n mpl £ r lun r for
rogr for victim £ m ic or famil iolen who:

1 hours of ining: an

2 As rimar function with the rogr ives
advice nsel or ssists ictim rvises
employees or volunteers who perform that function or

ini rs th rogram.

2 Privil mmun i n mmuni ion r rivil d

from disclosure as follows.

A. A victim may refuse to disclgse and m n ermission
n v isecl nfidential wri n r ral
communications between the victim and the advocate and
written records, notes, memoranda or reports concerning the
victim,
B. E rovi in ion ictim
r ) n m n be requir hr h oral or
wri n imon r hr h r ion £ n (o]
disclose to a court in c¢riminal or c¢ivil proceedings or to

any other agency or person confidential communications
between the victim and the advocate.

3. Exceptions. A person may not be required to publicly
h r r 1 ion of i r famil iolence
r or fe h X h rivil mmun i ions m
1 in the followin a :

A. When disclosure is required in proceedings under Title

22 h r 71 an h iscl re is in rdan with

the provisions of that chapter;

B. When a court in the exercise of its discretion
determines the digclosure of the information necessary to

h r r inistrati £ i n in ion £
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whether r ntai n r n Thi
r in n ntitl n in r xamin h
r by nl r r r il h
rt: or
Wh icti i r i in rsi n i
n iscl r i r ir for n fficial law
enforcement investigation or criminal proceeding regarding
h £ ictim’ h i i i
STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill establishes the parameters of privilege for
confidential communications between victims of domestic or family
violence and advocates who provide services and counseling for
the victims. The addresses of family violence shelters and safe
houses are protected absolutely. Other confidential
communications and records are protected unless disclosure is
needed for official proceedings concerning child abuse or the
death of a victim or in other court proceedings when in camera
examination of privileged information may be allowed.
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