
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



117th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1995 

Legislative Document No. 530 

H.P.395 House of Representatives, February 14,1995 

An Act to Allow the Defense of Ignorance of the Law. 

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative AULT of Wayne. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA §36. sub-§2. as enacted by PL 1981, c. 324, 
4 §14, is amended to read: 

6 2. Ignorance or mistake as to a matter of fact e~-±aw is a 
defense eal-y-i:il except when the law provides that the st:at:e--e:il 

8 mia4 ~lement of the crime established by sye~--i~ae~aaee--e~ 

mist:alEe-eeRst:it:yt:es-a-4e:ilease that fact must "in fact" exist. 
10 

Sec. 2. 17-A MRSA §36. sub-§4, ,A, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 
12 324, §14, is amended to read: 

14 A. The statute violated is not known to the defendant aa4 
~as--~--geea--~~~~~-~~--e£he£wi£e--~~~--ma4e 

16 avai±ae±e-~~ie~-t:e-t:~e-eea4yet:-a±±e~e4; or 

18 
STATEMENT OF FACT 

20 
The purpose of this bill is to eliminate the legal theory 

22 that "ignorance of the law is no defense." It allows the 
defendant an affirmative defense if the defendant can prove that 

24 the law violated was not known to the defendant. The bill 
deletes the additional requirement that the law violated was not 

26 published or otherwise made available. In addition, ignorance or 
mistake of fact is not a defense only when t):1e law states that, 

28 as an element of the crime, that fact must "in fact" exist. 
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