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117th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1995 

Legislative Document No. 486 

H.P.366 House of Representatives, February 9, 1995 

An Act Tenninating Parental Child Support Obligation When the Child 
Attains 18 Years of Age. 
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Judiciary and ordered printed pursuant to Joint Rule 14. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.!. 19 MRSA §214, sub-§9, as amended by PL 1993, c. 472, 
4 §l, is further amended to read: 

6 9. Support order. The court may order either parent of a 
minor child to contribute reasonable and just sums as child 

8 support payable weekly, monthly or quarterly. Availability of 
public welfare benefits to the family may not affect the decision 

10 of the court as to the responsibility of a parent to provide 
child support. The court shall inquire of the parties concerning 

12 the existence of a child support order entered pursuant to 
chapter 7, subchapter V. I f such an order exists, the court 

14 shall consider its terms in establishing a child support 
obligation. A determination or modification of child support 

16 under this section must comply with chapter 7, subchapter I-A. 

18 A~Ee~-~~~-~~--l99Q7--~~-~~-may--9~ee~-~it~--~~--Ee 

p~ev~ae-~~~-6QPpe~E-~-~~e--&~~~~~-~~~~-&ir~hGaY-~~--Ehe 

20 eh~±a-~-a~~eRaiR~-~~~-£€£~~~--a~-~~~-in-~~~~~-6Q-AT 

6eeE~eH-~~--Hn~i~-~£~-&~~~-~~aa~a~e£7-~it~r~-e~-~-eHpe±±ea 

22 ~~em-£~~4a~y-~~-9~-a~~aiR£-~~-~-e£-~~-~~V&~-~~~6E 

eeeQ~ST 

24 
The court's order may include a requirement for the payment of 

26 part or all of the medical expenses, hospital expenses and other 
health care expenses of the child. The court order must include 

28 a provision requiring the obligated parent to obtain and maintain 
health insurance coverage for medical, hospitalization and dental 

30 expenses, if health insurance is available to the obligated 
parent at reasonable cost. The court order must also require the 

32 obligated parent to furnish proof of coverage to the obligee 
within 15 days of receipt of a copy of the court order. For the 

34 purposes of this section, health insurance is considered 
reasonable in cost if it is employment-related or other group 

36 health insurance. If health insurance is not available at 
reasonable cost at the time of the hearing, the court order must 

38 establish the obligation to provide health insurance on the part 
of the obligated parent effective immediately upon insurance 

40 being available at reasonable cost. The court may enforce a 
support order as provided in chapter l4-A. 

42 
When the Department of Human Services provides support 

44 enforcement services, the support order must include a provision 
that requires the responsible parent to keep the department 

46 informed of any changes in that parent's current address, the 
name and address of that parent's current employer and whether 

48 the responsible parent has access to health insurance coverage at 
reasonable cost and, if so, the health insurance policy 

50 information and any subsequent changes. 
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2 Sec. 2. 19 MRSA §301-A is enacted to read: 

4 §301-A. Termination of parent's obligation to support 

6 Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a divorce 
decree, child support agreement or other document establishing 

8 child support obligations issued, entered into or enforced in 
this State does not require a parent to provide support to a 

10 child after the child attains the age of 18 years. 

12 Sec. 3. 19 MRSA §303, sub-§2, ~A, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 

14 

16 

18 

20 

156, §2, is amended to read: 

A. Attains the age of 18 years ... ---i'tl-£--Ge-o-r-e-e-s--i-&&I*€4-afteF 
JaRHa~Y-~~--~~~r-if-~~-&~i-~-a~~aiBs-~~-a~e-tl~--~-yeaFs 

whi±e-~~~~-~aGa~y-s€aee±-~-Qe~iaeQ-~~--~~~-6Q-AT 

seetieR-~7-~~-Ge-o-r~-&~a~~-FemaiR-~£-~~~~~~-~~-ehi±a 

~FaaHatesT-wi~aa£aws-tl-£-~~~~l~-~r~-~aGa~y-&eheel-eF 

attaiRs-the-a~e-ef-19T-whieheveF-fiFst-eeeHFs; 

22 Sec. 4. 19 MRSA §303, sub-§3, as enac ted by PL 1989, c. 834, 
Pt. B, §6, is amended to read: 

24 
3. Automatic adjustments. Notwithstanding subsection 2, 

26 the decree of the court or order of the hearing officer may 
include automatic adjustments to the amount of money paid for the 

28 support of a child when the child attains the age of 12 eF-~g 

yearst-e£-wae£-~£€-~~~~~~,-~i-t~~~~-i-&-e~pellea-fFem 

30 seeeRaaFy--~££tltl~7--~~~~--~--a~e--ef--~~-~--i-&--etheFwise 

emaReipateaT-whieheve~-eeeH~s-fi~st. 

32 
Sec. 5. 19 MRSA §311, sub-§l1, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 834, 

34 Pt. A, is repealed. 

36 

38 

Sec. 6. 19 MRSA §493, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1989, c. 156, 
§3, is further amended to read: 

4. "Dependent child" means any minor child who is not 
40 emancipated. 

42 Netwiths~aRaiR~--aaY-~~--F-£tl¥~~~tl~--ef--~~i-&-~~,--~~--a 

pe~seR-~~--whem-~~l~-sHp~eF~-~-BeeR-~~l~~-By-~-eeHF~ 

44 eFae~-e~-~~~-~~~i-ae4-By-sHBse€~ieB-~7-~~~i~~~-~e-ef 

19-~4T-wai±e-~~~~-~e£e£aa-£Y--~~~-~~--Ge~iaeG-~~-±itle 

46 6G-AT-~~~-lT-~-sHppeF~-~-may-~-es~aBlishea-~--~his 

sHBehap~eF-~i~~-FespeeE-~~-ehila-~~-aeeFHiR~-~~-EhaE 

48 peFseR~s-~~~-BiF~hQaY-~£B--~~-Fe-£~eB~s-~~-~r-wiEhaFawa1 

e~-~1~~-f~em-~~-sehee±-~--19~h-~i~~~,--whieheveF 
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~~~SE-9€€HF67-4~-~£€-~~~-~~-~-~~~-~~-iss~ee-a~Ee~ 

2 JaB~a~y-1T-199GT 

4 Sec. 7. 19 MRSA §497-A, first~, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 607, 
§5, is amended to read: 

6 

When a court order of support has not been established, the 
8 department, by hearing, may establish the responsible parent's 

parental support obligation pursuant to subchapter I-A, the debt 
10 for past necessary support including medical expenses and the 

obligation to maintain health insurance coverage for the 
12 dependent child or children. The department may proceed on its 

own behalf or on behalf of another state, another state's 
14 instrumentality, an individual or governmental applicant for 

services under section 448-A or a person entitled by federal law 
16 to support enforcement services as a former recipient of public 

assistance. The department acting on behalf of another state, 
18 another state's instrumentality or a person residing in another 

state constitutes good cause within the meaning of Title 5, 
20 section 9057, subsection 5. N9Ew~tRstaBe4B~-~-~~~-FF9y~si9B 

9~--~&Wr-~-~~€£~~~--SHFF9~E-~~~~&~~~-~~1~~-~£~€~--tR4s 

22 seeE~9B-€e£~4£~€£-~~~-eai~e~s-18tR-~~~~7-~-~&&-eR~le 

is-~~~~~~~~~-seReel-~~~~-~B-~~~~~-~r-seeE~eB 

24 IT-~~~-~~-ea~le-~~~4~~~B£7-~it~r~r-~s-~~~~~~-aEta~Bs 

19--y~-£-~~-a~e7--wb-,i-clle-v~-~a-~s--~~~stT For purposes of this 
26 subchapter, "debt for past necessary support" includes a debt 

owed to the department under section 495, subsection 1, paragraph 
28 A, a debt owed under section 448-A and a debt that accrues under 

sections 273 and 443-A. 
30 

Sec. 8. 19 MRSA §497-B, first~, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 607, 
32 §5, is amended to read: 

34 When a court order of support has not been established, the 
department may establish the responsible parent's current 

36 parental support obligation pursuant to subchapter I-A, establish 
the responsible parent's debt for past necessary support 

38 including medical expenses and establish the responsible parent's 
obligation to maintain health insurance coverage for the 

40 dependent child or children. The department may proceed on its 
own behalf or on behalf of another state or another state's 

42 instrumentality, an individual or governmental applicant for 
services under section 448-A or a person entitled by federal law 

44 to support enforcement services as a former recipient of public 
assistance. The department acting on behalf of another state, 

46 another state's instrumentality or a person residing in another 
state constitutes good cause within the meaning of Title 5, 

48 section 9057, subsection 5. NeEwitRsEaBeiB~-~-~~~-FFeyis~9B 

9~--~&Wr-~-~~€£~~~--sHFFe~E-~~~~~~~-~~1~~-~£B€~--tR~s 
50 seeEieB-€e£~J£~€£-~-~-eai~a~&-18~R-~~~~7-~--~&&-eRila 
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is-~~~~~~~-seRee~-~~~~-ia-~~~~~-~r-see~ieB 

2 1T-~~~-~~-eRile-~~~~~~~-~it~~r-is-~~~~~~-a~~aias 

19- -y-e-a£-6-~~-a~eT--whi-ohe-v-e-r- -G-Ge-U-F-S-- Ei!'s~T For purposes of thi s 
4 subchapter, "debt for past necessary support" includes a debt 

owed to the department under section 495, subsection 1, paragraph 
6 A, a debt owed under section 448-A and a debt that accrues under 

sections 273 and 443-A. 
8 

Sec. 9. 19MRSA§752,sub-§10, as amended by PL 1993, c. 472, 
10 §3, is further amended to read: 

12 10. Support order. An order of the court for child support 
may run against the father or the mother in whole or in part or 

14 against both, irrespective of the fault of the father or mother 
in the divorce action. ~e!'--d-:i-vo-r'-<:!-e-&--t>~4e-£e4--a-f.&e-~-~-y--1T 

16 199QT--~ae-~~~--~~-~~~-~~-~-~~£--~R~i~--~Re--eRile 

~!'aeHa~esT--w~&aG~a-w~-~--i-6--eHFe11ee--f.~-~-y---6€£t>t>~--as 

18 eeEiaee-ia-~4~~e-~~-A~-~~~~,-~~~~~-~~-~~-19-yea!'sT 

wRieaeye!'-~-~~-t>€€~-£-6--a-f.&e-~-~~-eaile-~~~~-~£e--~-~--18 

20 yea!'sT When the order is to run against both, the court shall 
specify the amount each shall pay. The court shall inquire of 

22 the parties concerning the existence of a child support order 
entered pursuant to chapter 7, subchapter V. If such an order 

24 exists, the court shall consider its terms in establishing a 
child support obligation. A determination or modification of 

26 child support under this section must comply with chapter 7, 

subchapter I-A. 
28 

An order for child support under this section may include an 
30 order for the payment of part or all of the medical expenses, 

hospital expenses and other health care expenses of the child. 
32 The court order must include a provision requiring an obligated 

parent to obtain and maintain health insurance coverage for 
34 medical, hospitalization and dental expenses, if health insurance 

is available to the obligated parent at reasonable cost. The 
36 court order must also require the obligated parent to furnish 

proof of such coverage to the obligee wi thin 15 days of receipt 
38 of a copy of the court order. For the purposes of this section, 

health insurance is considered reasonable in cost if it is 
40 employment-related or other group heal th insurance. I f heal th 

insurance is not available at reasonable cost at the time of the 
42 hearing, the court order must establish the obligation to provide 

health insurance on the part of the obligated parent effective 
44 immediately upon the insurance being available at reasonable cost. 

46 When the Department of Human Services provides support 
enforcement services, the support order must include a provision 

48 that requires the responsible parent to keep the department 
informed of any changes in that parent I s current address, the 

50 name and address of that parent I s current employer and whether 
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the responsible parent has access to health insurance coverage at 
2 reasonable cost and if so the health insurance policy information 

and any subsequent changes. 
4 

6 

8 

10 

Availability of public welfare benefits to 
affect the decision of the court as to the 
parent to provide child support. 

the family may not 
responsibili ty of a 

The court may enforce a support order as provided in chapter l4-A. 

12 STATEMENT OF FACT 

14 This bill provides that a parent's obligation to support 
that parent's offspring ends when the child reaches the age of 18 

16 years. A state law, divorce decree, child support agreement or 
other document establishing support obligations may not provide 

18 otherwise and if it should, the provision is not enforceable 
under state law. 

20 
The bill repeals provisions enacted by Public Law 1989, c. 

22 156 requiring continued support of offspring between the ages of 
18 and 19 years who are secondary school students. 
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