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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §14-A is enacted to read:

§14-A. Recovery for health care for tobacco-related illmess.
disease or disability
B riz When i rovi r will
rovi r h Medicai r inji r he
d rtmen r n h ni ial ri A
Title XIX or under the Maine Health Progr for the health re
costs of illness, Qisggsg or disability of a recipient that is
mokin in X r mok
the commissioner may recove_f_am__Ly_en_ﬂae_§_o_L_e_t;Qh§_c_g
in r r le val f th fi rovi
2 L 1 1 T f iql 3 i

section, the Attorney General may insti ;g;g and p nggg;g ggg
proceedings against any members of the tobacco industry the
appropriate court, Recovery may be sought that provides er the
following:

A. Payment of the expenses of health care and related costs
due to illness. disease or disability:

B Rel f informati nd r h on health mokin

n in ; an

C. Payment for smoking and tobacco use cessation clinics.

inci i Princi law

as to assignment, L ion rati negligen ion
of risk and all other affirmative defenses normally available to
a party are abrogated to the__g_tg_;__ege_s&z__tp__e_su_iul_
rgggvgry by ;l;g ngnu.ss Qgg . Q QQQQQE; Q; ]Q L an Q sever Q
1i ny r r i r mmon
law heori f r r m liberal nstr

accomplish the purposes of this section,.

4. Rules. The Attorney General may elect to seek recovery
in one action for
of more than one recipient from more than one member of the
tobacco industry due to actions by them., The rules of evidence
must be liberally CQH&L&J&MLWQ
aggregate damages. The issues of gggsg;;gg and Qamaggg any

h ion r n £ i 1
N imi ions of acti I i r h
pursuant to this section, the limitations of action specified in
Title 14, chapter 205 do not apply.
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by 1 n laim or wai m_if
commissioner determines the compromise or settlement to be in the
interest of the State,

7 2 ti ! £ liabilit I : 3
apportioning liability among defendants in an action, 1liability
must be apportioned according to the following formula,

A. Among defendants that manufacture tobacco products for

smoking or other use by persons. liability must bhe

apportioned in accordance with their shares of the tobacco
rk r h i i
B. Among defendants that engage in research. the collection
or dissemination of information, lobbying or public¢
relations on behalf of manufacturers of tobacco products for
ki r her ] liabili : ]
rti i n with i i r il
r h re rel moki r f
tobacco products by persons,

Amon n from r A n rom
ragr B, 1 ili m n rdan
wi ri m rmin in
paragraph A with the gross receipts determined in paragraph

B,

i r i n
receives a settlement or award from a member of the tobacco
industry for the payment of health care costs due to

" . . r ai 1 s r
w . . 1 . . N . in

ion i r j i j 1

n 2-F
initi n, "m
" man
r mokin r her r iation
r r f man r h
1 n in r 13i
£ m r
m n r h rson
STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill allows the Commissioner of Human Services to
recover from members of the tobacco industry the costs of health
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care for Medicaid recipients and members of the Maine Health
Program. It allows for recovery of costs of health care
expenses, payment for smoking and tobacco use cessation clinics
and release of information and research on smoking and tobacco
use. It abrogates certain defenses to the extent necessary to
ensure full recovery by the commissioner. It allows suit to be
brought for the costs for a number of recipients at once and
against a number of defendants at once. It frees these actions
from the standard statutes of limitations. It allows compromise
and settlement in the best interests of the State. It provides
for disbursement to the State of any expenses for health care
costs that might be recovered by the recipient. It defines
"member of the tobacco industry"” as any entity that manufactures
tobacco products for smoking or other use by persons and any
association or other group of manufacturers engaged in research,
the collection or dissemination of information, 1lobbying or
public relations on behalf of manufacturers of tobacco products
for smoking or other use by persons.
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