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117th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1995 

Legislative Document No. 397 

H.P.293 House of Representatives, February 6, 1995 

An Act to Allow Unenrolled Voters to Serve as Election Workers at Polls. 

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative SPEAR of Nobleboro. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: CLUKEY of Houlton, CROSS of Dover-Foxcroft, LANE of 
Enfield, MARSHALL of Eliot, STROUT of Corinth, Senator: LORD of York. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §1, sub-§46-A is enacted to read: 

46-A. Unenrolled voter. "Unenrolled voter" means an 
6 Jndividual who is registered to vote but has not enrolled in a 

political party. 
8 

Sec. 2. 2l-A MRSA §501, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, 
10 §6, is amended to read: 

12 3. Provisions applicable to both towns and cities. Neither 
the warden nor any deputy warden may be an officer of a municipal 

14 committee of a political party. Deputy wardens shall perform the 
duties of the warden when necessary and may not replace election 

16 clerks prescribed by this Title. The warden and deputy wardens 
must be registered voters of the municipality. The warden and 

lR deputy wardens may be either enrolled or unenrolled voters of the 
municipality. 
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Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA §502, as amended by PL 1993, c. 447, §8, is 
further amended to read: 

§502. Duties and vacancies -- warden and ward clerk 

In the event of a vacancy in the office of warden or in the 
absence or incapacity of the warden, the ward clerk may perform 
the duties of the warden. A vacancy in the office of ward clerk 
must be filled by an election clerk appointed by the warden. 
EHeept--wReH--aH--e±eetieH--te--tRe--pesitieH--e€--wa~a--e±e~*--is 

HeHpa~tisaH-~-£B--paFty-~~~~~~~~-i6--~~~~r-~-e±eetieH 

e±e~*--a~~~a~-~~-~~-wa~4eR--myst--&&-~~~~-~~-~Re--same 

pe±itiea±-pa~~y-~-t~e-wa~a-~~~~~-s~a±±-6e~¥e-~-wa~-e±e~* 

p~e-temT The election clerk serves as a ward clerk pro tern. If 
the ward clerk is an enrolled voter, the election clerk must be 
enrolled in the same political party as the ward clerk. If the 
ward clerk is an unenrolled voter, the election clerk must be an 
unenrolled voter. 

Sec. 4. 21-A MRSA §503, sub-§ 1, as amended by PL 1991, c. 466, 
§18, is further amended to read: 

1. Appointment. The municipal officers of each 
'14 municipality must appoint election clerks no later than May 1st 

of each general election year. ±Rey--sRa±±--appeiHt--pe~seHs 

4(j HemiHatea-~-t.Re--lffiffi-i-B-i-pa.1--£Bmm-i~~ee6--G-f..-~~-maj-eF--pa-r~~-e-s--te 

se~ve-a6-~~~~~~1~4Hr-~~-eae~-vetiH~-pJa£e-~~--a-pye±ie 

I~ H ±istiH~-ef-~RB6e-~-na-t-e4-~-appo-in-t-ed-.---~y--IlH~·s-~-Eles-i~aate-aH 

e~ya±-~--G-f..-e~e€t.ieR-~~~-€~em-~~a~r-~a~t.y,--~-tRe 

',f) ~e~yest-e~-~Re-f!l-1:Hl-i~~-paI-~-t-t-ee--<rf..-a-n-y-~~H-G-r-paFty-represeHtea 
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en-~Re-~~£~-~~-~1~~~~~~r-~~~a~&~~a~-effieeF&-6Ra±± 

2. arre~nt-~~~~-e±eF*-~~~~~-taat-£~mH~~~~~~-eaea 
vet~n~-r±aeeT They shall appoint persons in the following manner. 
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~! T",l"-,le~-,m",-,,,u~nicipal officers 
election clerks from the 

shall 
major 

municipali ty' s unenrolled voters. 
by the following. 

request nominations {Q~ 

parties and from the 
Nominations are governed 

(1) The munici£-Q.~GQ.mmHt;.s!~s of the major parties may 
submit nominations for election clerks. 

(2) Unenrolled voters in the municipality may submit 
nominations, for themselves or other unenrolled voters 
of the municipality, for election clerks. 

B. The municipal officers shall select and desigrrat~ 

1 H election clerks from the nominees obtained under paragraph 
~. TheS shall designate an equal number of election clerks 

?() from among the nominees of each major party and the 
unenrolled voters. The municipal officials shall post a 

II public listing of the individuals nominated and selected . 

. >1 At the request of the municipal committee of any minor party 
re--12Xesented on the last general election ballot, the municipal 

26 Qi~icers shall appoint one election clerk nominated by that 
committee for each voting place. 

2.U 

Sec. 5. 21-A MRS A §503, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1985, c. 314, 
\() is further amended to read: 

\1 2. Number appointed. The municipal officers shall appoint 
2 election clerks, who must be residents of the municipality, for 

]4 each voting place in each municipality. 

4,2 
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A. They may 
necessary, who 
subsection 1. 

appoint additional election 
are nominated and appointed as 

clerks, 
provided 

if 
in 

B. They shall appoint alternate election clerks who are 
nominated and appointed as provided in subsection 1 and who 
may be called into service by the warden, as needed, to fill 
a vacancy on election day. 

C. The municipal clerk may appoint a sufficient number of 
election clerks, an-~~-~~-fFem-~£~~~~~~-raFtYT 
who are nominated and appointed as provided in subsection 1, 
to serve as counters when the polls close. Counters saa±± 
must be paid a reasonable compensation as determined by the 
municipal officers. 
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If the municipal e9mm~~~ee-~ai~s ~c~o~m~m~~~'~t~t~e~e~s~~a~n~d~u~n~e~n~r~o~l~l~e~d=-~v~o~t~e~r~s 

iail to nominate a sufficient number of election clerks, the 
municipal clerk or municipal officers shall appoint the necessary 
number to fill the vacancy on election day. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

to This bill permits registered voters who are not enrolled in 
a political party to serve as election workers. 
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