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117th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1995 

Legislative Document No. 339 

S.P. 153 In Senate, January 31,1995 

An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Location of Mausoleums and 
Vaults. 

Reference to the Committee on Business and Economic Development suggested and 
ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator GOLDTHW AIT of Hancock. 
Cosponsored by Representative: CAMERON of Rumford. 

Printed on recycled paper 

MAYM.ROSS 
Secretary of the Senate 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 13 MRSA §1341 is amended to read: 
4 

§1341. Location 
6 

Eve ry communi ty mausoleumT - et.he-£--4:.-han- -a---s-t;.~t;.bFE·e--eea1;a~a~a(j 
8 e~yp1;s-€-£~-4:.€4-~-eea1;Fe~~eQ-by--a--~h~F~h-eF--a--~~~~-see~e1;y 

aaEl.- -u-s-e-d- -<Hl-ly- -as _ -a-- -r~i-t-Q-r-y- -~e F _ -4:.-he- --r-ema-i-n&- -e ~ - -4:.-he- --a-le-r-gy- -9 ~ 
10 EI.~(ja~1;aF~es--e~--s~eb--eb~~eb--9F--~e±~(j~e~s--see~e1;YT and every 

crematory, columbarium or other structure intended to dispose ofT 
12 or hold or contain the bodies or remains of the deadT-sha±± must 

be located only wi thin the limits of a cemetery e9a1;a~a~a(j that 
14 contains not less than 20 acresT-whJ.:{lh--&ba~± and that must have 

been in existence and actually used for burial purposes for a 
16 period of at least 2 years immediately preceding the time of the 

erection 1;be~ee~ of such a structure. 
18 

Notwithstanding the first paragraph, a church or religious 
20 society may operate a crypt on premises owned by the church or 

religious society, in a substantial structure, as a reQ9..sitQ.r.j' 
22 for the remains of the dead and may operate a columbarium on 

those premises as a repository for the ashes of the dead, in a 
24 substantial structure erected either above or below ground. 

26 

28 

JO 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill clarifies that a church or religious society may 
operate a crypt or columbarium in a substantial structure on its 

32 own premises. 
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