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L.D. 118
DATE: 5/4/95 ' (Filing No. H- 202)

MINORITY
STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
117TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "%}W' to H.P. 82, L.D. 118, "RESOLUTION,
Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine to Create the
Office of Lieutenant Governor"

Amend the resolution by striking out the title and
substituting the following:

'RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Comnstitution of Maine
to Designate the Secretary of State as Lieutenant Governor and
Provide for the Direct Popular Election'

Further amend the resolution by striking out everything
after the title and before the statement of fact and inserting in
its place the following:

'Constitutional amendment.- Resolved: Two thirds of each
branch of the Legislature concurring, that the following
amendment to the Constitution of Maine be proposed:

Constitution, Art. V, Part Second is repealed and the following
enacted in its place:

Article V,
Part Second

Li )it vernor

Section 1, Election, The Lieutenant Governor shall be
nomin in th manner provi _ law for nominating the
Governor.
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~ COMMITTEE AMENDMENT."%}% to H.P. 82, L.D. 118

n n 1 1 ion th es for candidate for

rnor _ar nsider 1 for th ndidate whose name

appears on the ballot Jjointly with that of the successful

ndi for rnor n h ndi hall e lected
Li nan vernor

F

Section 2, Acting Governor, In case of the temporary

n £ th rnor from ffice he Li enant Governor
h r in rnor

ion Duti f the Lieutenan Governor The
Li nan rnor shall al er as the Secretary of State
n hall refully-~k an reser he icial acts and
in vernor Sen n he House of
r n i n when r ir h efore either
r f the Legisl by n rform h her ies as are

enjoined by this Constitution or shall be required by law.
tion 4 Vacan how upplied; ntal or hysical
disability of the Governor continuously for more than 6 months.
When the office of Governor becomes vacant because of the death,
resignation or removal of the Governor in office, or any other
h Lieutenant rnor shall sum he office of

Governor for the remainder of the term of office.

When the offi f ernor and Lieutenant Governor become

n £ he ath resignation r emoval of the
Governor and Lieutenant Governor in office, or any other cause,
the President of the Senate shall assume the office of Governor
ntil r Governor i 1 alified. When he vacanc

mor han 90 s before the date of the primary election

for nominatin ndi o] for he next biennial

1 ion he Presiden f th nate shall assume the office of
Governor until the first Wednesday after the first Tuesday of the

month of January following the biennial election, At the
biennial election, a Governor and Lieutenant Governor must be
elected to fill the unexpired term created by the vacancy. When
the vacancy ocgurs less than 90 days before the date of a primary
ion he Presiden f th enate shall f£ill the unexpired

e

=

|..4

term,

Whenever the offices of Governor, Lieutenant Governor and
gs ident of the Sen g;g are vacant at the same time, the Speaker
f th H f R n i shal s h ffice of
rnor for the s term an nder the e nditions as the

When rnor in offi ha n ntinuously wunable to

i h w n i of that office for 6 months
f mental or physical disabili h ffice is deemed

n Th n m lar he Supreme Judicial
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f|" to H.P. 82, L.D. 118

rt n_pr men i f a joint resolution declaring th
roun f the v n a 2/3 v of the Senators and

" Representatives in convention, and upon notice, hearing before

the court and a decision by a majority of the court that grounds
exist for declaring the office vacant, ‘

Section 5. Qualifications for Lieutenant Governor. The
Li nan rnor h mmencemen £ he Lieutenant
nor' rm, m le r £ e: m e a

citizen of the United States for at least 15 years and a resident
f th for rs; an ime of el ion and durin
the term for which elected, be a resident of the State.

Section 6, Compensation of Lieutenant Govermor. At stated
times the Lieutenant Govermor is entitled to receive a

Li nan vernor' ntinuance in office,

; and be it further

Constitutional referendum procedure; form of question; effective
date. Resolved: That the municipal officers of this State shall
notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and
plantations to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for holding
a statewide election, at the next statewide election in the month
of November following passage of this resolution, to vote wupon
the ratification of the amendment proposed in this resolution by
voting upon the following question:

"Do you favor amending the Constitution of Maine to provide
for the election of Governor and Lieutenant Governor by a
single vote, the Lieutenant Governor to assume the office of
Secretary of State and to assist the Governor in the
responsibilities and duties of that office and to succeed
the Governor in the event of a vacancy in the office of
Governor?"

The 1legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall

vote by ballot on this question and designate their choice by a
cross or check mark placed within the corresponding square below
the word "Yes" or "No." The ballots must be received, sorted,
counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings
and returns made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as
votes for members of the Legislature. The Governor shall review
the returns and, if it appears that a majority of the legal votes
are cast in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall proclaim -
that fact without delay and the amendment becomes part of the
Constitution on the date of the proclamation; and be it further
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "&}" to H.P. 82, L.D. 118

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the
Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to each city, town
and plantation all ballots, returns and copies of this resolution
necessary to carry out the purpose of this referendum.'

Further amend the resolution by inserting at the end before
the statement of fact the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

The estimated cost of sending this Constitutional Amendment
out to referendum will vary according to the total number of
referenda enacted during the First Regular Session of the 117th
Legislature. The estimated cost to the Secretary of State if one
to 6 referenda are enacted is $95,000. Each additional
referendum costs an additional $7,000.

If approved by the voters, the impact on the Department of
the Secretary of State and the Executive Department can not be
determined at this time.'

STATEMENT OF FACT

The amendment replaces the original resolution and creates
the position of Lieutenant Governor, but provides that the
position of Lieutenant Governor also includes the duties of
Secretary of State. The amendment retains all other provisions
of the original resolution. The amendment also adds a fiscal
note to the resolution.
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