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117th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1995

Legislative Document ) No. 56

S.P.25 In Senate, January 12, 1995

An Act to Protect Forest Management as a Viable Land Use.

Reference to the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Foresty suggested and

ordered printed.

MAY M. ROSS
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator LORD of York.

-Cosponsored by Senator: CASSIDY of Washington, Representatives: DEXTER of Kingfield
GOOLEY of Farmington, GOULD of Greenville, KNEELAND of Easton, LOOK of
Jonesboro, MARSHALL of Eliot, McALEVEY of Waterboro, MURPHY of Berwick, NASS
of Acton, POIRIER of Saco, SPEAR of Nobleboro.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §8869, sub-§8, as amended by PL 1991, c. 863,

§1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

R i i munici lati A
municipality may not adopt an ordinance that regulates timber
har in nl h rdinan i 1 in nsul ion with

h m nd i iew i ri
ion nici ity’ fficer in writin
oy - . Wi
ion ragraph B

A. A municipality regulating timber harvesting shall adopt
definitions for forestry terms used in their ordinances that
r i n wi r r
commissioner pursuant to this subchapter:
B. A municipality may not unreasonably limit the harvesting
f tr r_th ran r £ r r h £
municipal planning and zoning powers or by the unreasonable
interpr ion of th wers: an
C. A municipality may not adopt an ordinance that regulates
he har in f r n lan h i h im £
har ing operation under e i rvision f
licensed professional forester, unless the harvesting
provisions of the ordinance are given written approval by
For r £ hi ion "unr nabl interpr ion"
includes the failure of local land use authorities to recognize
h for C when i in rdan with 1i le laws
nd r lati i itional, £ ntal an r
f lan hr h h n h rohibition n thi
se _m n n ril inferr from th failur f n
ordinance or regulation to address this use.
STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is to 1limit the scope of
regulations that a municipality may impose on timber harvesters.
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