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Be it enacted by the People of the:jS'tzi'te of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §8108

nacted to read:

8108. Custody rights

A Darent or leaal Quardlan of a child retains legal custody

emotional, behavioral or mental disorder or developmental or
physical disability. In those cases, the child must be placed

pursuant to a written voluntary placement agreement between the
parent .or legal guardlan and the department that specifies the
legal™ stat's ‘of ‘the  child and ‘the. rights:and obll‘atlons of the

parent or legal guardian, the child and the department while the

-¢child is.in placement. While a ¢child is placed in a children's

home pursuant to a voluntary placement agreement, the degartment

is resnonsible for the child's care. When a Chlld 18 to remain-

~in. a voluntary placement for more than 180 days, the District
Court shall make a determination, within the first 180 days of

the placement, that the placement is in the best interests of the
child. . In addition, the District Court shall hold a

dlsp051t10nal ‘hearing no later than 18 months after the orlglnal

_voluntary placement, and every 2 vears after that while the

placement continues, to determine the aggropriateness of the

placement. .

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill provides that a parent or legal guardian retains

‘Tlegal -custody of a child placed in a children's home when the
wonly 'reason_ for -the placement is to provide services for the

child"s emot10nal behavioral or mental disorder or developmental
phy51cal dlsablllty Such placement must be by voluntary
agreement and the Department of Human Services is responsible for

the care of the chlld during the placement Thlsi blll‘”
establlshes court review procedures to ensure_that a long term=

placement is in the best 1nterests of’ the Chlld :

This docvment has not yet been reviewed to determine the
need for cross-reference, stylistic and other technical
amendments to conform existing law to current drafting standards.
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