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Be it emacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA §256, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 860, §1, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

§256. Finmancial assistance program for utilities

In order to assist water utilities and combination water and
sewer utilities that have annual revenues of $15,000,000 or less
in the relief of extreme financial hardship caused by the
relocation of utility facilities that are part of bridge and

-highway projects, the Department of Transportation shall lean to

those utilities, interest free, 90% of the utility relocation
cost, excluding the cost of wupgrades., when the cost of the
utility relocation is 5% or more of the utility's prior fiscal
ear revenues. The m of the loans may not exce 2 ars ‘

STATEMENT OF FACT

Pursuant to -Public Law 1991, chapter 860, the Department of
Transportation was required to file a report with the Joint
Standing Committee on Transportation for the development of a
program to provide financial assistance to utilities experiencing
serious financial hardship as a result of the relocation of
facilities that are part of bridge and highway projects.

"This bill implements the report presented to the Joint
Standing Committee on Transportation in March 1993 establishing
the financial assistance program for water utilities and
combination water and sewer utilities that have an annual revenue
of $15,000,000 or less.

Under this ‘program, the Department of Transportation will

~provide interest-free loans for wup to 90% of the wutility

relocation cost when the cost of the utility relocation is 5% or
more of the utility's prior fiscal year revenues.

This dJocument has not yet beer reviewed to determine the
need for cross-reference, stylistic and other techmical
amendments to conform existing law to current drafting standards.
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