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Be Hi ellllactedll>y the People of the State of Mailllle as foBnows: 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §86, 211lld GJr, as amended by PL 1991, c. 780, Pt. 
u, §l, is further amended to read: 

6 For a certificate under the seal of the State, $5 for a 
short form and $10 for a special detailed certificate. For all 

8 copies of corporate, limited partnership and mark documents, the 
rate of $2' per page; and for all other copies, the rate of 75¢ a 

10 ~ page if such copies are prepared by the office of the 
Secretary of State. There is no charge for certificates or 

12 copies requested by any 'department of the State. The Secretary 
of State may also reduce the fee for other governmental bodies. 

14 
Sec. 2. 10 MRSA §1521, s1!l!Il>~§2, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 572, 

16 §2, is amended to read: 

18 2. Corporate name. "Corporate name" includes any corporate 
name, reserved name, registered name or assumed name as those 

20 terms are used in Title l3-A, sections 301, 302, 303 and 307 
respectively and includes any corporate name, reserved name 9!?L-

22 " registered name or assumed name as those terms are used in Title 
±~-A l3-B, seeti9B sections 301, 302 aBeL- 303 and 308 

24 respectively. 

26 Sec. 3. 10 MRSA §1521, sull>-§2-A is enacted to read: 

28 

30 

32 

2-A. Limited partnership name. "Limited partnership name" 
includes any limited partnership name, reserved name, assumed 
name or registered name as those terms are used in Title 31, 
sections 403, 404, 405 and 406 respectively. 

Sec. 4. 10 MRS A §1522, sull>-§l, GJrV alllld G, as enacted by PL 
34 1979, c. 572, §2, are amended to read: 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

F. Consists of or comprises a mark whieh that so resembles 
a mark reg'istered in this State or a mark or trade name 
previously used in this State by another and not abandoned, 
as to be likely, when applied to the goods or services of 
the applica~t, to cause confusion dr mistake or to deceiveL
unless the registered owner or holder of the other mark 
executes and files with the Secretary of State proof of 
authorization of the use of a similar mark by ,the applicant 
seeking to use the similar mark; or 

G. Consists of or comprises any corporate or limited 
partnership name, unless the corporation or limited 
partnership executes and files with the Secretary of State 
proof o~ authorization of the use of a mark similar to the 
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corporation or limited partnership I s name by the applicant 
seeking to use the mark. 

Sec. 5. 11:0 MRSA §1522, sub-§I, as amended by PL 1981, c. 684, 
§§3 and 4, is further amended by adding a new blocked paragraph 
at the end to read: 

The Secretary of State shall make the final determination 
regarding the availability of a mark for filing. 

Sec. 6. 10 MRSA §1525, sunb-§2, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 572, 
§2, is amended to read: 

2. Corporate or limited· partnership name. Any holder of a 
certificate of registration issued pursuant to section 1523 may 
grant to any domestic or foreign corporation or limited 
partnership authorized to do business in this State the exclusive 
right to the use of a name similar to the mark shown on the 
certificate. 

Sec. 7. 13 MRSA §713, as amended by PL 1981, c. 78, is 
further amended to read: 

§113. Corporate and assumed names 

The corporate name of a corporation organized under this 
chapter sha±± must· contain the words "chartered" or "professional 
association" or the abbreviation "P. A.", and may contain any 
other words not specifically prohibited by this section. The use 

. of the word "company," "corporation" or "incorporated" or any 
other word, abbreviation, affix or prefix indicating that it is a 
corporation in the corporate name of a cOI'poration organized 
under this chapter, other than the words "chartered" or 
"professional association," or the abbreviation "P. A.", is 
specifically prohibited. It shaJJ--ee is permissible for the 
corporation to render professional services and to exercise its 
authorized powers under a name whish that is identical to its 
corporate name except that the words "chartered" or "professional 
association" or the abbreviation "P.A." is omitted, E'!:,9'1i'iaea-~ha~ 

as long as the corporation has first registered the name to be so 
used in the manner required by Title 13-A, section 307. 

Sec. 8. 13 MRSA §901, as amended by PL 1991, c . 780, Pt. U, 
§4, is further amended to read: 

§901. Organization 

When 3 or more persons desire to be incorporated for any 
literary, scientific, musical, charitable, educational, social, 
agricultural, environmental, moral, religious, civic or other 
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lawful and similarly benevolent or nonprofit purpose or for the 
purpose of fostering, encouraging and assisting the physical 
location, settlement or resettlement of industrial, 
manufacturing, fishing, agricultural and other business 
enterprises and recreational projects in any locality within the 
State, as a corporation without capital stock, they may do so by 
preparing and filing' a certificate as set forth in section 903. 
AB-asseeiat.ieH':"e€-a The formation of a corporation by one or more 
municipalities, including a local development corporation, a 
council of government and a regional planning commission, must be 
incorporated by a majority of the municipal officer,s of each of 
its charter member municipalities. ~ae--~eFmat.ieH--e~--le8a± 

eeve±eFmeBt.--€e~~e~a~4eB~--~--~-~~~~~~--~~--FQFFeSeS--e~ 

eaFFyiB~~-eQ~--~~~~-~r-~~---~--~~b€~~--~7--a~~4ele--a 
Fe±a~iB~-~~~~~-~~~~-&Qi±aiH~&-m~~~-~~-a-ma~eFi~y 

e~--t.ae--mQHieiFa±--e€€ieeFsT This section does not apply to 
corporations that are required to be organized under Title l3-B 
or that elect to be organized und~r Title l3-B. 

Sec. 9. 13 MRSA §981-A, as amended by PL 1979, c. 596, §3, is 
further amended to read: 

§981-A. Acknowledgement of previously unrecognized corporations 

Any nonprofit corporation may present a certificate of such 
organization to the Secretary of State, prepared by its officers 
of the date of' such presentation, setting forth the date, place 
~nd purpose of the incorporation, its present locatio~ and 
officers, and if the Secretary of State finds that such 
corporation was formed, by examination of the corporate records 
or other substantial evidence, whether or not with all the 
formalities now required in a certificate, and conformed to the 
law existing at the date of organization, ae the Secretary of 
State shall so certify, and the certificate so certified saa±± 
must be recorded in the registry of deeds where the corporation 
is located and a copy thereof filed with aim the Secretary of 
State, as provided for corporations under the present law; and if 
a certificate has aeFet.e~eFe been filed with the Secretary of 
State, as provided by chapter 192 of the public laws of 1897, the 
corporation may present such certificate or a copy thereof to the 
Secretary of State. If ae the Secretary of State finds that the 
incorporation was made according to the law of the date of 
incorporation, ae the Secretary of State shall so certify, and in 
either case a copy of such certificate saa±± must be filed with 
the registry of deeds in the county where the corporation is 
located, within eQ 90 days after such certification. 

Sec. 10. 13 MRSA §17741, sunll>-§3 is amended to read: 

Page 3-LR0722(1) 

L.D.1422 

) 

) 

) 



I 

3. Association. "Association" means a corporation organized 
under this subchapter, or a similar domestic corporation, or a 
foreign association or corporation if authorized to do business 
in this State, organized under any general or special Act as a 
cooperative association for the mutual benefit of its members, as 
agricultural producers, and which confines its operations to 
purposes authorized by this subchapter and restricts the return 
on the stock or membership capital and the amount of its business 
wi th nonmembers to the. limits placed thereon by this subchapter 
for associations organized hereunder. Assaeia~iaa&--sHall--ae 

elassifiea-~-a&G-aeemea-~~-ae-£~~~~~-~r~r~~r-iRasmaeh 

as--&.G&b~-~~~~-aajee~--i&-~--~B--~ay-~~~-~-iRves~ea 
ea~i~alT-~-~~-FeRaeF-~~~~£€-~-~Faviae-~-~-faeili~ies 

By-~--~HFaY~H-~~~-~h&-~~~~€€~~-~~-a~~i€y±~~~a±-~~~-may 

maFke~-~hase-~Faaae~s-aRa-aB~aiR~faFm-sa~~lies-aRa-a~heF-seFvieesT 

Sec. :U. 13 MRSA §§1781 aI!D.dl1782 are enacted to read: 

§1781. Nonprofit associations 

An assQciation is deemed "nonprofit," as the association is 
not organized to make a J;!rofit for that association or for its 
members c but only for its members as producers of agricultural 
products. 

§1782. General co~oration law; applicability 

The provlslons of the laws related to business corporations 
and all powers and rights under those laws apply to associations, 
except when those provisions are in conflict with or inconsistent 
with the express provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 12. 13-A MRSA §301, sub-§I, tB, as amended by PL 1 9 8 3, c. 
86, §1, is further amended to read: 

B. Shall May not be the same as, or deceptively similar to, 
the name of any domestic corporation existing under the laws 
of this State or any foreign corporation authorized to 
transact business or to carryon activities in this State, 
or a name the exclusive right to which is, at the time, 
reserved in the manner provided in this Act, . or in Title 
13-B, section 302, or the name of a corporation whieh that 
has in effect a registration of its corporate name as 
provided in this Act, or in Title. 13-B, sectioti 303, or the 
assumed name of a· corporation as provided for in section 
307, or in Title 13-B, section 308, unless ~He--a~heF 

eaF~aFa~iaR-~~~-aaG-~i±e6-~~~-~He-~~€~a~y-~~-S~a~e 
as-~raviaea-~£-~€€~~B£~-~~4-~~~~~~-a-FeSalY~iaa-af 

i~s-aaara-B£-~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~-a-similaF-Rame 
By- -~h€-- -GQ-l'-po-t'-at.-i-o-n- - -s-eek-i~- ~a--yse - ~-he- --s-i-m-i...a~-- £amt!"7 - -a F 
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HB~eSS-~~-eGFPGFa~iG&-~~~-~-~4~e-~r-a-~~~~--er 

iaeBEiea~--&am&-~~-a£4--~i~es--w~~a-~~-~€£~~a~y--e~ 

SEaEeT-~-~~~-iB--&ee~~&&-~~-aBe--±~&r-~~--~--a 

rese~HEieB-~~iEs-~~-e~-~~~~~-EbaE-~~--wi~~-~--ae 

BHsiBess-~--~ha~-6imiJa£-~--ieeB~iea±-£ame7-~-iBsEeaa 

wi~~-~~~-QBeeF-aB~~-&am&r-as-~~~-~~-iB 

seeEieB--~~~r-~a~--~-~--~~~~-~--£4m4~a~--Ee--aBy 

eerperaEe~-~-~--a£Y--reservea--~r-~~~~~-£~-er 

assHmea-BameT-e~-~-~~-~~~~~~r-~~~~-±~r-ebapEer 

ag~-Af-aBa~ 

(1) The other corporation executes and files with the 
Secretary of State, as provided in sections 104 and 106 
or in Title 13-B, sections 104 and 106, proof of a 
resolution of its board of directors authorizing the 
use of a similar name by the corporation seeking to use 
the similar name: or 

(2) A foreign corporation seeking to file under a 
similar or identical name executes and files with the 
Sec::retary of State, as provided in sections 104 and 
106, proof of a resolution of its board of directors 
that it will not do business under that similar or 
identical name, but instead will do business under an 
assumed name, as provided for in section 307; 

Sec. 13. 13.A MRSA §301, sub.§1, 1fC, as enacted by PL1979, c. 
§8, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

C. May not be the same as, or deceptively similar to, any 
mark registered under Title 10, chapter 301-A, unless: 

(1) The owner or holder of the mark executes and files 
wi th the Secretary of State, as provided in Title 10, 
section 1525, subsection 2, proof of authorization of 
the use of a similar name by the corporation seeking to 
use the similar name: or 

(2) A foreign corporation seeking to file under a 
similar or identical name executes and files with the 
Secretary of State, as provided in sections 104 and 
106, proof of a resolution of its board of directors 
that it will not do business under that similar or 
identical name, but instead will do business under an 
assumed name, as provided for in section 307; and 

Sec. 14. 13·A MRS A §301, sub-§1, 1JD is enacted to read: 

D. May not ·be the same as, or deceptively similar to, the 
name of any domestic limited partnership existing under the 
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laws of this State or any foreign limited partnership 
authorized to transact business in this State, or a name the 
exclusive right to which is, at the time, reserved in the 
manner provided in Title 31, section 404, or the name of a 
limited partnership that has in effect a registration of its 
limited partnership name as provided in Title 31, section 
406, or the assumed name of a limited partnership as 
provided for in Title 31, section 405, unle~s: 

(l) The limited partnership executes and files with 
the Secretary of State, as provided in Title 31, 
section 403, proof of authorization of the use of a 
similar name by the corporation seeking to use the 
similar name; or 

(2) A foreign corporation seeking to file under a 
. similar or identical name executes and files with the 
Secretary of State, as provided in sections 104 and 106 
of this Act, proof of a resolution of its board of 
directors that it will not do business under that 
similar or identical name, but instead will do business 
under an assumed name, as provided for in section 307. 

Sec. JL5. JL3-A MRSA §30JL, SUllb-§3, as amended by PL 1989, c. 
501, Pt. L, §13, is further amended to read: 

3.. Subsection 1, paragraph B shall does not apply to the 
name or assumed name, as provided for in section 307 of any 
corporation whish that has been excused from filing annual 
~e~H~Rs reports, on and after the 5th anniversary of such excuse, 
nor to the name of any corporation the charter of which is 
suspended, on and after the 3rd anniversary of such suspension. 
When an excused or suspended corporation votes to resume 
business, it shall must change its corporate name if another 
corporation has adopted its old name or if the old name, if 
proposed for a new corporation, would otherwise violate 
subsection 1, paragraph B. 

Sec. JL6. JL3-A MRSA §301, SUllb-§7 is enacted to read: 

7. The Secretary of State shall make the final 
determination regarding the availability of a name for filing. 

Sec. JL7. 13-A MRSA §303, as amended by PL 1981, c. 544, §3, 
is further amended to read: 

§303. Registered name and renewal; termination 

1. Except, as provided in section 301, SUbsection 1, any 
corporation organized and existing unde'r the laws of any state or 
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territory of the United States may register its corporate name 
under this Act, provided its corp9rate name is not the same as, 
or deceptively similar to, the· name of any domestic corporation 
existing under the laws of this State, or the name of any foreign 
corporation authorized fo transact business .in this State, or any 
corporate name reserved or registered under this Act, or any 
trade mark or service mark registered under Title 10, chapter 
301-A. 

10 2. Such registration shall--Be is made by delivering for 
filing, in accordance with section 106, an application for 

12 registration executed in accordance with section 104, setting 
forth the name of the corporation, the state or territory under 

14 the laws of which it is incorporated, the date of its 
incorporation, a statement that it is actually doing business, 

16 and a brief statement of the business in which it is engaged, and 
a certificate setting forth that· such corporation is in good 

18 standing under the laws of the state or territory wherein it is 
organized, executed by the secretary of state of such state or 

20 territory or by such other official as may have custody of the 
records pertaining to corporationsf-aBa~ 

22 
3. Such registration shall-Be is effective until the close 

24 of the calendar year in which such application is filed. 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

4. A corporation whieh that has in effect a registration of 
its corporate namer may renew such registration from year to year 
by annually filing in accordance with section 106 an application 
for renewal setting forth the facts required to be set forth in 
an original application for registration and a certificate of 
good standing as required for the original registration. A 
renewal application may be filed between th~ first day of October 
and the 31st day of December in each yearr and shall--€-lfio-eBa 
extending the registration for the following calendar year. 

36 5. A foreign corporation may terminate a registered name by 
executing and delivering, in accordance with sections 104 and 

38 106, a statement setting forth: 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

A. The name of the corporation and the address of its 
principal or registered office; 

B. The state or territory under the laws of which it is 
incorporated; 

C. The date of its incorporation; and 

D. That the registration of name is terminated. 

Sec.lUt 13-A MRSA §307, s1IlI1D-§7 is enacted to read: 

Page 7-LR0722(l) 

L.D.1422 

) 

) 

) 



n 

-' 

~/ 

(. 
I 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

7. A corporation or foreign corporation may terminate an 
assumed name by executing and delivering, in accordance with 
sections 104 and 106, a statement setting forth: 

A. The name of the corporation and the address of its 
registered office; 

B. That it no longer intends to transact business under the 
assumed name; and 

c. The assumed name it intends to terminate, 

14 Sec. 19. 13·A MJRSA §701, sub-§2, 1rD, as enacted by PL 1971, c. 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

439, §l, is amended to read: 

D. If the corporation ceases to meet the definition of a 
"close corporation" by reason of having more than 20 
shareholders, whether or not entitled to vote, the president 
shall call a special meeting of the shareholders to elect a 
board of directors; and if Re the president fails to call 
sReR £: special meeting within 4 months from the date when 
the corporation ceased to qualify as a "close corporation", 
any shareholder, whether or not entitled to vote, may call 
such special meeting, with the same rights and powers as are 
provided in this Act for the cp.ll of a substitute annual 
meeting by a shareholder. At such special meeting, there 
sRa~~ must be elected SReR-ny.mae~-~-~ir~~~~-ha¥~-BeeB 
sFeeiEiea-~n-~~~~~~-&F-tRe-hy~~w£7-~~-~~-aF~iG~&-er 

By~aws--Freviaea--Eer--tRe--FessiBi~ity--eE--tRe--eerFeratieB 

eeasiB~-~~~~a~i~y-~£-~-e~ese-~~~~~--aBG-~~-~-sReR 

B1:URBer-~~-&FeeiEieaT 3 directors sRa~~--be--eleet;ea, unless, 
prior to 1991, articles or bylaws provided for the number of 
directors to be elected if the corporation ceased to qualify 
as a close corporation, in which case that number of 
directors must be elected. When a corporation ceases to 
qualify as a close corporation, the corporation shall amend, 
within 30 days after the special meeting, its articles of 
incorporation to provide for management of the corporation 
by a board of directors and to fix the number of directors 
pursuant to section 703. 

Sec. 20. 13·A MRSA §1212, sub-§1, 1[lB, as enacted by PL 1971, 
44 c. 439, §l, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

46 B. A registered agent who may be either: 
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(1) An individual resident in this State, whose 
business office or residential address is identical 
with the corporation's registered office; or 

(2) A domestic or foreign corporation authorized to do 
business or carryon activities in this State whose 
registered office also serves as the registered office 
of the corporation. 

10 Sec. 21. 1l3·A MRSA §.ll.21l2, sunb-§3, as amended by PL 1989, c. 
501, Pt. L, §20, is further amended to read: 

12 
3. Any registered agent of a foreign corporation may resign 

14 as such agent by filing a written notice of resignation with the 
Secretary of State, iB--dup-~HJ..a-t-e-.--~Re--Se-o.r-e-t-ar-y--8:E--S-t.-a-t-e--sRall 

16 :E8'1:'t;hwi-t:-h':'ma4l and by mailing a copy thereof to the corporation 
at its last registered or principal office in its jurisdiction of 

18 incorporation, as filed with the Secretary of State. The 
appointment of such agent sRaJ.J.--t;.e.F-rni-Bat;e terminates upon the 

20 date of the filing of such notice by the Secretary of State. 

22 Sec. 22. 1l3-A MRSA §130I, slillb-§4, as arriended by PL 1989, c. 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

501, Pt. L, §24, is further amended to read: 

4. The Secretary of State, upon application by any 
corporation and satisfactory proof that it has ceased to transact 
business and that it is not indebted to the State 8B-~-8:E 
:E'I:'aBehi-se-t.aHes for failure to file an annual report and to pay 
any fees or penalties accrued, shall file a certificate of the 
fact iB--t;Re--gee'l:'et;a'l:'y--8:E--gt;at;e~s--8:E:Eiee and shall give a 
duplicate certificate to the corporationT---~Re'l:'e~r8B-s~eR, after 
which the corporation sRaJ.J.--Se is excused from filing annual 
reports with the Secretary of State, so long as the corporation 
in fact transacts no business. 

Sec. 23. I3·A MRSA §140I, sunb-§§5·A, Ill-A, I5·A amI! 30-A are 
enacted to read: 

5-A. Termination of registered name, as provided by section 
40 303, subsection 5, $20; 

42 II-A. Termination of an assumed name, as provided by 
section 307, subsection 7, $20; 

44 
I5-A. Certificate of correction, as provided by section 

46 106, subsection 4, $20, and if the correction increases the total 
authorized capital stock for a domestic corporation, the 

48 additional amount specified in section 1403, subsection 3, but 
not less than an additional $35; 

50 
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3D-A. Application for excuse, as provided by section 1301, 
subsection 4, $20; 

Sec. 24. 13·A MRSA §1401, sub-§32, as amended by PL 1989, c. 
501, Pt. L, §27, is further amended to read: 

32. For issuing a short form certificate of change of name 
or of consolidation or merger, as provided by section 1307, $25 
per certificate. For issuing a short form certificate of 
corporate condition.£. $25 per certificate. For issuing.a long 
form certificate of corporate condition, listing amendments, $35 
per certificate f9.a:--a. For issuing a certificate of diligent 
search, $45 per certificate. For issuing a specially worded 
certificate, $45 per certificate; 

Sec. 25. 13-A MRSA §1I.401, sub-§36, as amended by PL 1991, c. 
837, Pt. A, §33, is further amended to read: 

36. Report of name search as provided by section 301, 
subsection 6, $10; ase 

Sec. 26. 13-A MRSA §1401, sub-§3i, 
780, Pta U, §10 and c. 837, Pta A, 
following enacted in its place: 

as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
§34, is repealed and the 

31. Preclearance of any document for filing, $lOOT; and 

Sec. 27. 13-A MRSA §1403, sub-§2, 1fA, as enacted by PL 1971, 
c. 439, §l, is amended to read: 

A. If the corporation is to have authorized stock having 
par value: 

(1) A fee of $25 if the authorized capital stock does 
not exceed $5,000; or 

(2) A fee of fifty dollars ($50) if the authorized 
capital stock exceeds $5,000 and does not exceed 
$10,000; or 

(3) A fee of $100 if the authorized capital stock 
exceeds $10,000 and does not exceed $50,000; or 

(4) A fee of $200 if the authorized capital stock 
exceeds $50,000 and does not exceed $100,000; and 

(5) A fee of $200 plus $75 upon every $100,000 of 
authorized capital stock or fraction thereof in excess 
of $100,000; and 
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Sec. 28. 13-A MRSA §14103, sUllb-§2,~, as enacted by PL 1971, 
c. 439, §l, is amended to read: 

B. If the corporation is to have 
par value, a fee of one mill per 
authorized, but not less than 
authorized shares without par value: 

authorized stock without 
share without par value 
the following on all 

(1) $25, if the number of authorized shares without 
par value does not exceed 5,000; or 

(2) $50, if the number of authorized shares without 
par value exceeds 5,000 but does not exceed 50,000; or 

(3) $100, if the number of authorized shares without 
par value exceeds 50,000 but does not exceed 1'00,000; 
or 

(4) $250, if the number of authorized shares without 
par value exceeds 100,000 but does not exceed 250,000; 
or 

(5) $500, if the number of authorized shares without 
par value exceeds 250,000 but does not exceed 500,000; 
or 

(6) $750, if the number of authorized shares without 
par value exceeds 500,000 but does not exceed 750,000; 
or 

(7) $1,250, if the number, of authorized shares without 
par value exceeds 750,000 but does not exceed 1,250,000 
shares; and 

(8) $1,250 plus $500 additional for each 500,000 
authorized shares without par value, or any part 
thereof, in excess of 1,250,000. 

Sec. 29. 13-B MRSA §201, sUllb-§2, ,A, as amended by PL 1979, c. 
40 541, Pt. B, §§16 and 17, is further amended to read: 

42 A.. Parishes and societies, as that term is used in Title 
13, section 2861 et seq; independent local churches, as that 

44 term is used in Title i3, section 3021 et seq; meeting 
houses, as that term is used in Title 13, section 3101 et 

46 seq; and churches organized as noncapital stock corporations 
under Title 13, section 901 et seq. 

48 

50 
If any of the foregoing corporations files 
annual report 'pursuant to section 1301 of 
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filing of the: report sHall-Be is deemed an election by that 
corporation to be governed by all of the provisions of this 
chapter, unless clea~ly inapplicable..-; and 

I 

Sec. 30. 13·BMRSA §201, sunlb-§3, as amended by PL 1987, c. 
402, Pt. A, §102, is further amended to read: 

! 

3. Corporations which may elect to be organized under this 
chapter. The following types of corporations may elect to be 
organized under and governed by applicable provlSlons of this 
chapter or under any other applicable statutory provisions: 

B. Proprietors of lands and wharves, as that term is used 
in Title 13, chapter 91; 

C. Fraternal beneficiary associations, as that term is used 
in Title 24-A, chapter 55; 

D. Cemetery corporations which do not. issue shares, as that 
term is used in Title 13, chapter 83; 

E. County and local agricultural societies, as that term is 
-used in Title 7, chapter 3; 

F. Local development corporations, as that term is used in 
Title lQT-eHaF~e~-llQ 5, section 13081, subsection 6; and 

G. Volunteer fire associations, as that term is used in 
Title 30, chapter 228. 

If any of the foregoing corporations are organized under 
applicable provisions of this Act, they SHall-Be are governed by 
the provisions of this chapter unless clearly inapplicable; 
provided further that if any of the foregoing corporations files 
a-BieRRial an annual report pursuant to section 1301 of this Act, 
the filing of the report sHabb-Be is deemed an election by that 
corporation to be governed by all of the provisions of this 
chapter unless clearly inapplicable~ 

Sec. 31. 13·B MRSA §301, sulb-§1, 1fB, as amended by PL 1989, c. 
501, Pt. L, §37, is further amended to read: 

B. SHall May not be the same as, or deceptively similar to, 
the name of any domestic business or nonprofit corporation 
existing under the laws of this State or any foreign 
corporation authorized to transact business or foreign 
nonprofit corporation authorized to carryon activities in 
this State, or a name the exclusive right to which is, at 
the time, reserved in the manner provided in this Act, or in 
Title l3-A, section 302, or the name of a business or 

Page l2-LR0722(1) 

L.D.1422 



2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

nonprofit corporation which has in effect a registration of 
its corporate name, or the assumed name of a business 
corporation as provided· for in Title 13-A, section 307, or 
of a nonprofit corporation as provided in section 308, 
unless l;ae--o-t.-he-r--€e£E'e£a~.,ieB--e-~-es---a££--~i~e.s---w,i-t-b--l;ae 

SeeFel;aFy-~--Sl;al;e-~~-~eE-~-FeSe±Ql;ieH-~--il;s-~~-eE 

aiFeel;eFs--a~~~ri~i~-~~-~-e£--a-~~~~~-~-by--l;ae 

eeFFeFal;ieH-see*iH~-l;e-Qse-l;aal;-simi±aF-Hamet~ 

(1) The other corporation executes and files with the 
Secretary of State, as provided in sections 104 and 
106, or in Title 13-A, sections 104 and 106, proof of a 
resolution of its board of directors authorizing the 
use of a similar name by the corporation seeking to use 
the similar name: or 

(2) A foreign corporation seeking to file under a 
similar or identical name executes and files with the 
Secretary of State, as provided in sections 104 and 
106, proof of a resolution of its board of directors 
that it will not carryon activities under that similar 
or identical name, but instead will carryon activities 
under an assumed name, as provided for in section 308; 

Sec. 32. :R.3-lBMRSA §30:R., SUI!Ib-§:R., ~C, as amended by PL 1983, c. 
26 50, §2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

c. May not be the same as, or deceptively similar to, any 
mark registered under Title 10, chapter 301-A, unless: 

(1) The owner or holder of the mark executes and files 
wi ththe Secretary of State, as provided in Title 10, 
section 1525, subsection 2, proof of authorization of 
the use of a similar name by the corporation seeking to 
use the similar name; or 

(2) A foreign corporation seeking to file under a 
similar or identical name executes and files with the 
Secretary of State, as provided in sections 104 and 
106, proof of a resolution of its board of directors 
that it will not carryon activities under that similar 
or identical name, but instead will carryon activities 
under an assumed name, as provided for in section 308; 

Sec. 33. :R.3-lB MRSA §30:R., SUI!lD-§l, 4jflJ), as enacted by PL 1983,. c. 
46 50, §2, is amended to read: 

48 

50 

D. Saa±± May not be the same as, or deceptively similar to, 
the name of any department, bureau or other age·ncy of the 
State-r; and 
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Sec. 34. 13·B MRSA §301, sub-§1, 1E is· enacted to read: 

E. May not be the same as, or deceptively similar to, the 
name of any domestic limited partnership existing under the 
laws of· this State or any foreign limited partnership 
authorized to transact business in this State, or a name the 
exclusive right to which is, at the time, reserved in the 
manner provided in Title 31, section 404, or the name of a 
limited partnership that has in effect a registration of its 
limi ted partnership name as provided in Title 31, section 
406, or the assumed name of a limited partnership as 
provided for in Title 31, section 405, unless: 

{I) The limited partnership executes and files with 
the Secretary of State, as provided in Title 31, 
section 403, proof of authorization of the use of a 
similar name by the corporation seeking to use the 
similar name; or 

(2) A foreign corporation seeking to file under a 
similar or identical name executes and files with the 
Secretary of State, as provided in sections 104 and 
106, proof of a resolution of its board of directors 
that it will not carryon activities under that similar 
or identical name, but instead will carryon activities 
under an assumed name, as provided for in section 308. 

Sec. 35. 13-B MRSA §301, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 50, 
§3, is amended to read: 

4. Names of corporations suspended or excused. Subsection 
1, paragraph B saall does not apply to the name of any 
corporation, the charter of which is suspended on and after the 
3rd anniversary of the suspension, or to the name of any 
corporation waiea that has been excused from filing bieBBial 
reports on or after the 5th anniversary of that excuse. 

Sec. 36. 13-B MRSA §301, sub-§6 is enacted to read: 

6. Final· determination of availability. The Secretary of 
State shall make the final determination regarding the 
availability of a name for filing. 

Sec. 37. 13-B MRSA §303, as amended by PL 1979, c. 5·72, §14, 
is further amended to read: 

§303. Registered name and renewal; termination 
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1. Name :r:egistered. Any corporation organized and existing 
under the laws of any state or territory of the United States may 
register its corporate name under this Act, provided its 
corporate name is not the same as, or deceptively similar to, the 
name of any domestic business or nonprofit corporation existing 
under the laws of this State, or the name of any foreign business 
or nonprofit corporation authorized to carryon activities in 
this State, or any corporate name reserved or registered under 
Ti tIe 13-A or this section or section 302, or any trade mark or 
service mark registered under Title 10, chapter 301-A. 

12 2. Application. The registration sha;!,;!, must be made by 
delivering for filing, in accordance with section 106, an 

14 application for registration executed in accordance with section 
104 setting forth the name of the corporation, the state or 

16 territory under the laws of which it is incorporated, the date of 
its incorporation, a statement that it is actually engaged in 

18 corporate activities, a brief statement of the activities in 
which it is engaged and a certificate setting forth that such 

20 corporation is in good standing under the laws of the state or 
terri tory wherein it is organized, executed by the Secretary of 

22 State of such state or territory or by such other official as may 
have custody of the records pertaining to. corporations. 

24 

26 

28 

3. Registration effective. Such registration sha;!,;!, is be 
effective until the close of the calendar year in which such 
application is filed. 

4. Renewal of registration. A corporation wh~eh that has in 
30 effect a registration of its corporate name, may renew such 

registration from year to year by annually filing an application 
32 for renewal setting forth the facts required to be set forth in 

an original application for registration and a certificate of 
34 good standing as required for the original registration. A 

renewal application may be filed between the first day of October 
36 and· the 31st day. of December in each year, and shaJ.J.--e-lf1=e:ee. 

extending the registration for the following calendar year. 
38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

5. Termination of· registration. A foreign corporation may 
terminate a registered name by- executing and delivering, in 
accordance with sections 104 and 106, a statement setting forth: 

A. The name of the corporation and the address of its 
principal or registered office; 

B. The state or territory under the laws of which it is 
incorporated; 

C. The date of its incorporation; and 
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D. That the registration of name is terminated. 

Sec. 38. Jl3-:8 MRSA §304, sUlb-§2, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 
525, §13, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

2. Agent. A registered agent who may be either: 

A. An individual resident in this State L whose business 
office or residential address is identical with the 
corporation's registered office; or 

B. A domestic or foreign corporation authorized to do 
business or carryon activities in this State whose 
registered office also serves as the registered office of 
the corporation. 

Sec. 39. 13-:8 MRSA §305, sUlb-§2, as amended by PL 1979, c. 
127, §98, is further amended to read: 

2. Resignation of agent. Any registered agent of a 
corporation may resign as SHeB. that' agent upon filing a written 
notice thereof with the Secretary of State and by mailing a copy 
thereof to the corporation in care of an officer who is not the 
resigning registered agent, at the address of such officer as 
shown by the most recent BieBBia± annual report of the 
corporation. The appointment of SHeB. an agent sB.a±±--1:e-FffIiBat:e 
terminates upon t:B.e-~Fi£a~isR-~-~-eay&-aft:eF receipt of such 
notice by. the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 40. Jl3-:8 MRSA §307, sUlb-§2, as amended by PL 1979, c. 
127, §99, is further amended to read: 

2. Service of process. Service of SHeB. process upon the 
Secretary of State sB.a±± must be made in the same manner as is 
provided by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, rule 4(d)(8), as 
amended, in the case of service upon the Secretary of State as an 
agent of a corporation. The copy of the process t:B.eFeiB-FFsviaea 
fSF--&ha±± must be mailed to the nonresident director at the 
address of such director shown on the most recent BieBBia± annual 
report of the corporation. 

Sec. 41. 13-:8 MRSA §308, SUlb-§7 is enacted to read: 

7. Termination of assumed name. A corporation or foreign 
corporation may terminate an assumed name by executing and 
delivering, in accordance with sections 104 and 106 L a statement 
setting forth: 

A. The name of the corporation and the address of its 
registered office: 
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B. That it no longer intends to transact business under the 
assumed name; and 

c. The assumed name it intends to terminate, 

Sec. 42. 13-B MRSA §1210, stnb-§l, CUA, as amended by PL 1979, 
8 c. 541, Pt. A, §135, is further amended to read: 

10 A. The corporation has failed to file its eieHHia;b annual 
report within the time specified by this Act, or has failed 

12 to pay any fees or penal ties prescribed by this Act, when 
they have become due and payable; 

14 
Sec. 43. 13-B MRSA §1212, stnb-§l, CUB, as amended by PL 1979, 

16 c. 663, §73, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

B. A registered agent who may be either: 

(1) An individual resident in this State whose 
business office or residential address is identical 
with the corporation's registered office; or 

(2) A domestic or foreign corporation authorized to do 
business or carry on activities in this State whose 
registered office also serves as the registered office 
of the corporation. 

Sec. 44. 13-B MRSA §1301, stnb-§6, as corrected by RR 1991, c. 
30 2; §48 and amended by PL 1991, c. 780, Pt. U, §16 is repealed and 

the following enacted in its place: 
32 

6. Vote to car:r::y on activities. The members entitled to 
34 vote or, if none, the directors of a corporation that has been 

excused pursuant to subsection 5 may vote to resume carrying on 
36 activities at a meeting duly called and held for that purpose. A 

certificate, executed and filed, as provided in sections 104 and 
38 106, setting forth that a members' or directors' meeting was 

held, the date and location of the meeting and that a majority of 
40 the members or directors voted to resume carrying on activities, 

authorizes that corporation to carryon activities; and after 
42 that certificate is filed, the corporation is required to file 

annual reports beginning with the next reporting deadline 
44 following resumption as established by subsection 4. 

46 

48 

Sec. 45. 13-B MRSA §1401, stnb-§§5-A, 10-B, 12-A and! 24-A are 
enacted to read: 
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5-A. Termination of registered name. Termination of 
registered name, as provided by section 303, subsection 5, $5: 

10-B. Termination of assumed name. Termination of assumed 
name, as provided by section 308, subsection 7, $5: 

12-A. Certificate of correction. Certificate of 
correction, as provided by section 106, subsection 4, $5: 

24 A. Application for excuse. An application for excuse, 
as provided by section 1301, subsection 5, $5: 

Sec. 46. 13-:8 MRSA §1401, sub-§26, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 
525, §13, is amended to read: 

26. Issuing certificate. For issuing a short form 
certif icate of change of name or of consolidation or merger, as 
provided by section 1306, $5 per certificate. For issuing a short 
form certificate of corporate condition, $5 per certificate. For 
issuing a long form certificate of corporate condition listing 
amendments, $9 ilQ per certificate. For issuing a certificate of 
diligent search, $15 per certificate. For issuing a specially 
worded certificate, $15 per certificate; 

Sec. 47. 31 MRSA §403, sub-§2, QjfQjfA and:8, as. enacted by PL 
1991, c. 552, §2 and affected by §4, are amended to read: 

A. If the registered owner or holder of the name or mark 
executes and files with the Secretary of State proof of 
authorization of the use of the--same--e~ a deceptively 
similar name by the limited partnership seeking to use the 
name; 

B. If the a foreign limited partnership seeking to file 
under the same or deceptively similar name executes and 
files with the Secretary of State proof that it will not do 
business in this State under that same or deceptively 
similar name but instead will do business under an assumed 
name that-.,i-6--nQt---t-he--&ame--e~--6.,imJ.-l-a.-£--t-E>--any--e-e-I'-pe-I'-at,e.-RameT 

tesetvea-~--te~istetea-~-et-~-Rame-~--this 

ehaFtet-e-£-~~-t~~-~~~I'--±a-B-e-£-~-~~~r-~i&±e--±Q~ 

provided in section 405; 

Sec. 48. 31 MRSA §403, sub-§§3 and 4 are enacted to re
1
ad: 

3. Names of limited partnerships 'suspended. Subsection lL 
paragraph C does not apply to the name of an2 limited 
partnership, the certificate of which is suspended on and after 
the 3rd anniversary of the suspension. 
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4. Final determination of availability. The Secretar;)l: of 
2 State shall make the final determination regarding the 

availability of a name for filing. 
4 

Sec. 49.31 MRS A §406, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 552, §2 and 
6 affected by §4, is amended to read: 

8 §406. Registered name and renewal for foreign limited partnership; 
termination 

10 
1. Name registered. Any foreign limited partnership may 

12 register its name under this chapter provided that the name meets 
the requirements of section 403, subsection 1. 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 
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34 

36 

38 

40 

2. Application. 
delivering for filing 
forth: 

The registration 
an application for 

A. The name of the limited partnership; 

mus t be made by 
registration setting 

B. The state or territory under the laws of. which it is 
organized; 

c. The date of its organization; 

D. A' statement that it is actually engaged in business 
activiities; 

I 
E. A brief statement of the activities in which it is 
engaged; and 

F. A certificate of good standing or its equivalent from 
the proper officer of its jurisdiction of organization. The 
certificate of good standing must have been made not more 
than 90 days prior to the delivery of the application for 
filing. 

3. Registration effective. The registration is effective 
until the close of the calendar year in which the application is 
filed. 

42 4. Renewal of registration. A limited partnership that has 
registered its name under this section may renew the registration 

44 from year to year by annually filing an application for renewal. 
The application for renewal must set forth the ·information 

46 required in subsection 2. The renewal application for the next 
c.alendar year may be filed between the first day of October and 

48 the 31st day of December in each year. 
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5. Termination of name. A foreign limited partnership may 
terminate a registered name by executing and delivering for 
filing a statement setting forth: 

552, 

A. The name of the limited partnership and the address of 
its principal or registered office; 

B. The state or territory under the laws of which it is 
organized; 

C. The date of its organization; and 

D. That the registration of name is terminated. 

Sec. 50. 31 MRSA §407, sub-§l, EjJB, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
§2 and affected by §4, is amended to read: 

B. A registered agent for service of process on the limited 
partnership. The agent may be either: 

(1) An individual resident of this State whos.e 
business office or residential address is identical 
with the limited partnership's registered office; or 

(2) A domestic or foreign corporation, whether 
26 business or nonprofit, authorized to do business or 

carryon activities in this State aBe-RaviB~-a-BQs4BeSS 
28 er whose registered office ieeB~iea~-~~~-~~-~imi~ee 

Far~BersRiF.!.s also serves as the registered office of 
30 the limited partnership. 

32 Sec. 51. 31 MRSA §407, sub-§3, EjJB, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 
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50 

552, §2, and affected by §4, is amended to read: 

B. When the registered agent does not appoint a successor: 

(1) A statement rif resignation; 

(2) The names of all the limited partnerships; and 

(3) An attached affidavit stating that a~--l-eas-t--~Q 

eai"s-¥-i-o-t'--~e--and--a~aiB on or about the date of the 
filing of certificate of resignation, notices were sent 
by certified or registered mail to a general partner of 
each limited partnership from which the registered 
agent is resigning as registered agent at the address 
of ·the general partner as shown on the most recent 
annual report of the limited partnership. ~Re-'He-ti€es 

mQs~--~--seB~--~~--~Re--¥~~~~--eiiiee--~--eaeR 

Far~BersRiF-~~hl-n---G-F--eQ-ts4ee...;~-hi-s--St;at;er--i.f-~-~e 
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~He--~ittt~~-~-e~T--~~-~~--~e-~~-~~--kBeWB 

aeeFess--~--~h~--~~¥~~~--~--WRe5e--~~--~He 

Fe~is~eFee-a~eB~-was-aFFeiB~eeT 

The resignation takes effect under this paragraph aQ---Gays 
a;l;~eF upon filing the certificate is--f4±ee with the 
Secretary of State. 

Sec. 52. 31 MRS A §§415 alllld 416 are enacted to read: 

§415. Access to data base 

The Secretary of State may provide public access to the data 
base through a dial in modem, through public terminals and 
through electronic duplicates of the data base. If access to the 
data base is provided to the public, the Secretary of State may 
adopt rules in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure 
Act to establish a fee schedule and governing procedures. 

20 §416. Publications 

22 1. Fee schedule. The Secretary of State may establish by 
rule in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act a 

24 fee schedule to cover the cost of printing and distribution of 
publications and to set the procedures for the sale of these 

26 publications. 

28 

30 

32 

2. Deposit in fund. All fees collected pursuant to this 
section must be deposited in a fund for use by the Secretary of 
State for the purpose of replacing and updating publications 
offered in accordance with this chapter and for funding new 
publications. 

34 Sec. 53. 31 MRSA §422, s«IIb.§2, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 552, 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

§2 and affected by §4, is amended to read: 

2. Inaccuracies. A general partner who becomes aware that 
any statement in a certificate of limited partnership, or any 
certificate filed under this sectionT-~--~~~-whe~-maeeT 
eFT-~~-~esQ±~-~--&~&~a&-eveB~sT has become 
any material respect as a result of subsequent 
promptly amend the certificate. 

Sec. 54. 31 MRSA §422-A is enacted to read: 

inaccurate in 
events, shall 

46 §422-A. Certificate of correction 

48 A general partner who becomes aware that any statement in a 
certificate of limited partnership, or any certificate filed 

50 under this section, was in~ccurate when made shall file a 

Page 2l-LR0722(1) 

L.D.1422 

) 

,tl 

) 

\ 

) 



1-: 

() 2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 
[", 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

~ 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

) 
-" 

certificate of correction with the Secretary of State. The 
certificate of correction must specify the inaccuracy or ~efect 

to be corrected and set forth that portion of the instrument in 
corrected from. The corrected instrument is effective as of the 
date the original instrument was filed, except as to· those 
persons who are substantially and adversely affected by the 
correction and as to those persons the corrected instrument is 
effective from the filing date. 

Sec. 55. 31 MJRSA §424, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 552, 
§2 and affected by §4, is amended to read: 

1. Signatures. The documents must be signed by at least one 
general partner, except as follows: 

A. In the case of an inittal certificate of limited 
partnership, by all general partners; 

B. In the case of a certificate of amendment or restatement 
or certificate of correction: 

(1) By at least one general partner; and 

(2) By each other general partner designa,ted in the 
certificate of amendment as a new general partner. 

If the certificate of amendment reflects the withdrawal of a 
general partner as a general partner, it need not be signed 
by that former general partner; or 

C. In the case of 
certificate filed 
partnership: 

a certificate of cancellation or other 
after the dissolution of a limited 

(1) By all general partners; 

(2) If neither the general nor the limited partners 
are winding up the limited partnership's affairs, then 
by all liquidating trustees; or 

(3) If the limited partners are winding up the limited 
partnership's affairs, then by a majority in interest 
of the limited partners. 

Sec. 56. 31 MJRSA §492, sub-§3, 1f1fG and H, as enacted by PL 
1991, c. 552, §2 and affected by §4, are amended to read: 

G. The date on which the foreign limited partnership first 
did, or intends to do, business in this State; aHa 
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H. A certificate of good standing or its equivalent from the 
proper officer of its jurisdiction of organization. The 
certificate of good standing or its equivalent must have 
been made not more than 90 days prior to the delivery of the 
application for filing ... ; and 

Sec. 57. 31 M.RSA §4192, SU.llb~§3, 1fI is enacted to read: 

I. The address of the registered or principal office of the 
limited partnership in the jurisdiction of its organization. 

12 Sec. 58. 31 M.RSA §41941, SU.llb~§2, 1JB, as enac ted by PL 1991, c. 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

552, §2 and affected by §4, is amended to read: 

B. A registered agent for service of process on the limited 
partnership. The agent may be either: 

(1) An individual resident of this State whose business 
office or residential address is identical with the 
limited partnership's registered office; or 

(2) A domestic or foreign corporation, whether business 
or nonprofit, authorized to do business or carryon 
acti vi ties in this State aav4,Bl§J--a---b-u£-i-ne-s-s--e:E' whose 
registered office 4,aeB~4,ea~---~~~---~---~4,m4,~ea 

]§Ia:E't:Be:E'Sai:]§I.!.s- also serves as the registered office of 
the limited partnership. 

Sec'. 59. 31 M.RSA §41941, sUllb-§4, 1[B, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
30 552, §2 and affected by §4, is amended to read: 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

B. When the registered agent does no~ appoint a successor: 

(1) A statement of resignation; 

( 2) A list of the names of all the limited 
partnerships represented by the agent; and 

(3) An attached affidavit stating that a~-~eas~-dg-aays 
]§IiE'4,eiE'-~-e--and--al§Jai:B on or about the date of the filing 
of certificate of resignation, notices that the 
registered agent is resigning as registered agent were 
sent by certified or registered mail to the registered 
or principal office of each limited partnership wi:t:ai:B 
e:E'-eQ£6iae-~£J£-~~~-~~-~-~-~~-Fe~is~eFea-a~eBt: 

e:E'T-i£-£B£7-~-e-~~~-~~~~~-~he-i:Ba4,vi:aQa~ 

at:-whe£~~~-~he-~e~i6£e~ea-~-~-a]§l]§lei:Bt:ea in 
the jurisdiction of its organization, as filed with the 
Secretary of State. 
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The resignation takes effect under this paragraph eQ-....a.aye 
a~~e~ upon filing the certificate is--£4±ea with the 
Secretary of Stat~. 

Sec. 60. 31 MRSA §494, sunb·§6, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 552, 
§2 and affected by §4, is amended to read: 

6. Resignation of agent; appointment by partnership; 
service of process. After receipt of the notice of the 
resignation of its registered agent under subsection 3, paragraph 
B, a limited partnership shall file a certificate of amendment 
designating a new registered agent. If the partnership fails to 
appoint a new registered agent within ~Re-~-pe]';'1ea 30 days 
after the filing of the certificate of resignation~, the 
authority of that foreign limited partnership to carryon 
business in this State is canceled and the foreign limited 
partnership may not carryon business in this State. 

AT---~~aH~R9~i~y--~-~Ra~-~~~i~-±imi~ea-~~~~i~-~9 

ea~~y-9H£-B~£J£€££-J£-~~~~~~-~~~-aHG-~ae-~9~ei~B 

±imi~ei3.--paF~aeFsa1p--ma:y--no-t,.--c:ar-r-y---e-u-t--J:H:a£J£€££--4R--~Ris 
S~a~ef-aBa 

8T--~~-~~€€££--a~a1ae~-~~-±4m4£ea--paF~&eFsa~~-~--Be 

se~vea--Hp9B--~Re--See~e~a~y--9~--S~a~e--iB--aee9~aaBee--wi~R 

see~i9B-§Q±T 

Sec. 61. 31 MRSA §495, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 552, §2 and 
affected by §4, is amended to read: 

§495. Amendments to application 

If any statement in the application for authority to do 
business of a foreign limited part.nership was--.ma-t.€-£4ally 
iBaeeH-£a£e-.:when-...fflaGe..-9~-.l:J.-a£--h€-a-ome--ma~eF1a±±y becomes inaccurate 
as .a result of subsequent events, the foreign limited partnership 
shall promptly file with the Secretary of State a certificate, 
executed by a general partner, correcting the statement. 

Sec. 62. 31 MRSA §495.A is enacted to read: 

§495-A. Certificate of correction 

If any statement in the application for authority to do 
business of a foreign limited partnership was materially 
inaccurate when made, the foreign limited partnership shall 
promptly file with the Secretary of State a certificate, executed 
by a general partner, correcting the statement. The certificate 
of correction must specify the inaccuracy or defect to be 
correGted and set forth that portion of the instrument in 
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corrected form. The corrected instrument is effective as of the 
date the original instrument was filed, except as to those 
persons who are substantially and adversely affected by the 
corrections, and as to those persons the corrected instrument is 
effective from the filing date. 

Sec. 63. 31 MRSA §498, sunlb-§2, ~~B and C, as enacted by PL 
8 1991, c. 552, §2 and affected by §4, are amended to read: 

10 

12 

14 ' 

16 
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26 

28 
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32 

34 

36 

B. The authority of a foreign limited partnership may be 
revoked only after: 

(1) The Secretary of State has mail,ed to the 
partnership's last registered office in this State and 
to its last registered or principal office in its 
jurisdiction or organization as filed with the 
Secretary of State at least §Q 30 days' notice of 
pending revocation of its authority to do business in 
this State. The notice must specify the default; and 

(2) The partnership has not, prior to revocation~ 
removed the ground of default specified in the notice. 

C. After the expiration of the §Q-eay 30-day notice period, 
if a foreign limited partnership has not corrected the 
specified default or convinced the Secretary, of State, by 
affidavit or otherwise, that there was no misrepresentation 
relative to paragraph A, subparagraph (5), the Secretary of 
State shall issue and file a certificate revoking the 
foreign limited partnership's authority to do business in 
this State and shall mail copies of the certificate of 
revocation to the foreign limited partnership's last 
registered office in this State and to its last registered 
or principal office in its jurisdiction of organization as 
filed with the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 64. 31 MRSA §499, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 552, §2 and 
38 affected by §4, is repealed and the following enacted in its 

place: 
40 

42 

44 

§499. Execution of documents; liability for false statements 

1. Signature on document. Documents must be signed by at 
lease one general partner, e~cept as otherwise provided. 

46 2. False swearing; false statements. Section 424, 
subsection 3 governing false swearing and section 427 on 

48 liability for false statements apply to foreign limited 
partnerships as if the application for authority to do business 

50 were a certificate of limited partnership. 
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Sec. 65. 31 MRSA §526, sub-§4, as enac ted by PL 1991, c. 552, 
§2 and affected by §4, is amended to .read: 

4. Registered name. For filing aRe of an application for a 
registered name of a ·foreign limited partnership under section 
406, a fee of $20 per month for the number of months or fraction 
of a month remaining in the calendar year when first filing. For 
filing app;tieatieRS an application to renew the registration of a 
registered name, a fee of $155: 

Sec. 66. 31 MRSA §526, sub-§4-A is enacted to read: 

41: A. Termination of registered name. For filing of a 
termination of registered name under section 406, subsection 5, a 
fee of $20; 

Sec. (ji. 31 MRSA 526, sub-§§5 and i, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
·552, §2 and affected by §4, are amended to read: 

5. Change of registered agent or registered office for 
domestic limited partnerships. For filing of'a certificate by a 
registered agent under section 407 or a certificate of amendment 
under section 422, changing the registered agent or address of 
the registered office or resigning, a fee in the amount of $20: 

7. Certificate of limited partnership, amendment or 
cancellation. For filing of a certificate of limited partnership 
under section 421, a certificate of amendment under section 422~ 
except as provided in subsection 5, or a certificate of 
cancellation under section 423, a fee in the amount of $250: 

Sec. 68. 31 MRSA §526, sub-§i-A is enacted to read: 

7 -A. Certificate of correction. For filing of a 
certificate of correction under section 422-A£ a fee in the 
amount of $20; 

Sec. 69. 31 MRSA §526, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 552, 
§2 and affected by §4, is amended to read: 

8. Foreign limited partnerships. For filing of an 
application for authority to do business as a foreign limited 
partnership under section 492, a certificate of amendment under 
section 495 t except as provided in subsection 9, or a certificate 
of cancellation under section 496, a fee in the amount of $250; 

Sec. iO. 31 MRSA §526, sub-§8-A is enacted to read: 

Page 26-LR0722(1) 

L.D.1422 



8-A. Certificate of correction for foreign limited 
2 partnerships. For filing of a certificate of correction under 

section 495-A, a fee in the amount of $30; 
4 

Sec. 71. 31 MRSA §526, sUlb=§§9 alll'u:ll 12, as enacted by PL 1991, 
6 c. 552, §2 and affected by §4, are amended to read: 

8 9. Change of registered agent or registered office for 
foreigrn limited partnerships. For filing of a certificate by a 

10 registered agent under section 494 or a certificate of amendment 
under section 495, changing the registered agent or address of 

12 the registered office or resigning, a fee in the amount of $30; 

14 12. Issuing certificate-. For issuing aBY a short form 
certificate of ~he-Se£~~~¥-~~~a~r-4B.eJQa4£~-~-~-±imi~ea 

16 ~e-~~~~~~~a~-e~-~i&t~r-e~he~-~~-a-ee~~4~4e~~4e£-~-a 

eerY-~-~~-±± change of name, a fee in the amount of 
18 $25. For issuing a short form certificate of limited partnership 

condi tion, a fee in the amount of $25. For issuing a long form 
20 certificate of limited partnership condition, listing amendments, 

a fee in the amount of $35. _For issuing a certificate of 
22 diligent search, a fee in the amount of $45. For issuing a 

specially worded certificate, a fee in the amount of $45; 
24 

Sec. 72. 31 MRSA §526, s1llIb-§§15 aliJldl16, as enacted by PL 1991, 
26 c. 780, Pt. U, §31, are amended to read: 

28 

30 

15. Aml1lla1 report. For filing of an annual report under 
section 529, a fee of $60; aBa 

16. Info~ation request. For written response to a request 
32 for information on file, $5v; and 

34 Sec. 73. 31 MRSA §526, SUlb-§17 is enacted to read: 

36 17. Service of process on Secreta~ of State as agent. For 
accepting service of process under sections 409, 410, 500 or 501, 

38 a fee in the amount of $20. 

40 
ST A 1rEMENT OF FACT 

42 
This bill corrects erroneous or outdated references, titles 

44 and misspellings. It requires the cross-checking of corporate 
and limited partnership names and mark text for availability 

46 prior to filing and clarifies provisions allowing a corporation, 
limited partnership or owner of a mark to grant permission to 

48 another entity for the use of a similar name. It also clarifies 
that certain cooperatives are formed for a "nonprofit" purpose, 

50 but are governed as business corporations. 
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This bill provides for the termination of foreign 
corporation and limited partnership registrations and for the 
cancellation of assumed names and specifies fees. It further 
specifies fees for a certificate of correction and an application 
for excuse, and provides for a limited partnership certificate of 
correction. It provides for certificates of diligent search and 
specially worded certificates, specifies fees and provides for a 
uniform fee for copies of documents. . 

This 
corporation 
corporation 
registered 
effective 
registered. 
successor. 

bill clarifies that the registered office of a 
who acts as a registered agent for another 
or limited partnership will also serve as the 

office for that entity. It provides for uniform 
dates and notification procedures in the event a 

agent resigns or the entity fails to appoint a 

This bill requires that the formation of a corporation by a 
municipali ty be by a majority of the municipal officers. It 
lengthens the amount of time certain nonprofit corporations have 
after certification to file with the registry of deeds. It 
clarifies that an amendment to the articles is required if a 
corporation managed by the shareholders ceases to be closely held 
and it clarifies the application of the stocK fees. It further 
clarifies when a nonprofit corporation must begin filing reports 
after resumption. 

This bill provides for the protection of a limited 
partnership name up to 3 years after suspension. It requires a 
foreign limited partnership to provide the. address of its 
registered or principal office in the jurisdiction of its 
organization when qualifying to do business in this State. It 
provides for public access to the limited partnership data base 
and for publications of the limited partnership law. It provides 
one fee for the change of agent of a limited partnership, 
clarifies who must sign limited partnership documents and 
specifies a fee for service of process on the Secretary of State 
under the law pertaining to limited partnerships. 
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