MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1993

Legislative Document o 2 Ne. 1371
S.P. 441 ' : o " In Senate, May 3, 1993

An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Special Commission
on Govemnmental Restructuring Pertaining to the Judicial Branch.

(AFTER DEADLINE)

Submitted by the Judicial Department and approved for mtroductlon by a majonty of the
Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 24 and 27.
Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered prmted

Q0B

" JOY J. O’BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate -

Presented by Senator CONLEY of Cumberland.
Cosponsored by Representative: LIPMAN of Augusta.
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Be it enacted by the »Peopﬂe of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §§15 and 16, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 408,

§5-A, are amended to read.A’

§15. Administrative Office of the Courts; appointment of State
Court Administrator

There shaLL be_lS an Admlnistratlve Offlce of the Courts,
dlrected by a4 'State Court Administrator who shall-be is appointed
by and serwe serves at the pleasure of the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Judicial Court. Said--administrater The State Court
Administrator shall devote full time to hkhis the official duties
of this:position to .the exclusion of any profession for profit.
The - State Court’ Adminlstrator must have experience and skills in

1eadershig: management, planning and administration.

§16. Assistants and employees of State Court Administrator

< With the approval of the Chief Justice and within the limits
of approprlatlons made therefeor, the State Court Administrator
may appoint sueh assistants and other employees and purchase or
lease: sueh’ equipment, services and facilities ‘as may-be needed
for the performance of the duties of said the administrator. All
administrative personnel in the Judicial Department _are
supervised by the State Court Administrator. '

These personnel shall must have qualifications as prescribed
by the Supreme Judicial Court.

‘Sec. 2. 4 MRSA §17, first §, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 408,

§5-a, is amended to read:

The State Court Administrator wnder, _subject the
supervision and direction of the Chief Justice of the Supreme

~Juqic1al}Cpu:t, is responsible for administration and management

of'the‘court’svstem. The State Court Administrator shall:

‘:Sec. 3. 4 MRSA §17, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 408,

-§5-a; is amended to read:

1. Continuous survey and study. Carry on a continuous
survey and study of the organization, . operatiom, condition of
business, practice and procedure of the Judicial Department and.
The State Court Administrator shall make recommendations to the
Chief Justice to improve administration and management of the

court system, including recommendations concerning the number of
judges and other judicial personnel required for the efficient

administration of justices--2A66igt---Hin---long --and--sherk--range
planning;
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Sec. 4. 4MRSA §17, sub-§léA i‘sw_enacte'd to readi_: . 

1-A. Long-range glannihg. Develop énd. fecommend‘ to the

Chief Justice long-range plans for the Judicial Department and

operations of thekcourts;

Sec. 5. 4 MRSA §24, 2nd |, as amended by PL 1979, c. 127, §9,

is further amended to read:

‘The State Court Administrator shall prepare the consolidated

 court ,budget according to pfocédures prescribed by the State

Budget Officer. Budget requests and other additional information
as requested shall must be . transmitted to the State Budget
Officer on or before September 1st of the--even--numbered
even-numbered years. The Governor shall include in the budget
submission the judicial budget without revision, in accordance
with Title 5, section 1664, but with sueh recommendations as-he
may-deem the Governor considers_proper.A : ' '

Sec. 6. 4 MRSA §26, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 733, §1, is
repealed.

Sec. 7. 5 MRSA §1664, last §, as amended by PL 1989, c. 934,
Pt. C, §1, is further amended to read:

Part 3 shall must embrace complete drafts or summaries of
the budget bills, the legislative measures required to give legal
sanction to the financial plan when adopted by the Legislature.
These bills shall must include General Fund appropriation bills
and allocation bills for the following: Highway Fund, Federal
Revenue Sharing Fund, Coastal Protection Fund, Maine Nuclear
Emergency Planning Fund and for the administrative expenses of
the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations and the
State Liquor Commission, authorizing expenditures for each fiscal
yvear of the ensuing biennium and such other bills as--may-be
required to provide the income necessary to finance the budget.

Bills setting forth appropriations or _allocations for the
Legislature and the Judicial Department must include the full
text of the budget request submitted to the Governor by each of

those branches of State Government and the Governor's
recommendation for each.

STATEMENT OF FACT

. This bill implements the recommendations ~of the Special
Commission on Governmental Restructuring that affect the Judicial

Department.
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The bill places all administrative personnel in. the Judicial
Department under the supervision of the State Court Administrator .
and requires the State Court Administrator to make
recommendatlons to the Chief Justice of the ~Supreme Jud1c1a1
Court for the improvement of the admlnlstratlon and management of
the court system. The State Court Administrator is also required
to develop and recommend to the Chief Justice a long-range plan
for the Judicial Department and the’ operatlon of the courts.

The bill also requires the Governmor, when preparing budget
bills for submission to the’ Leglslature, to include the full
budget requests made by the Judicial Department as well as the

'Governor 's budget recommendatlons for the Jud1c1a1 Department.

" The 'bill repeals the Maine Revised Statutes, 'Title 4,
section 26, which requires the Judicial Department to use
executive" branch central office services, such as expenditure
controls, to permit the Jud1c1a1 Department to maintain control
over its own expenditures.
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