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116th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1993 

Legislative Docwnent No. 1371 

S.P.441 .In Senate, May 3, 1993 

An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Special Commission 
on Governmental Resttuctur:iog Pertaining to the Judicial Branch. 

(AFTER DEADLINE) 

Submitted by the Judicial Depar1ment and approved for inttoductionbya inajority of the 
Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 24 and 27. . 

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator CONLEY of Cumberland. 
Cosponsored by Representative: LIPMAN of Augusta. 

Printed on recycled paper 

9tf)(J-~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 
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Be it enacted! by thePeopDe of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 4 MRS A §§15 and! 16, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 408, 
§5-A, are amended to read:. 

6 §15. Administrative Office of the Courts; appointment of State 
Court Administrator 

8 
Tliere s:e~],.]"·;,,Be is an Administrative Office of the.Courts, 

10direct~dbya'Sta:te Court 'Administrator· who shaH-ae is appointed 
by and se~ve serves at the pleasure of the Chief Justice of the 

12 Supreme Judicial Court. Saie--aemiRis~~a~e~ The State Court 
Administrator shall devote full time to his the official duties 

14 of this ,position to .the exclusion of any profession for profit. 
The· State Court ·A:'dmiriistrator must have experience and skills in 

16 leadership, management, planning and administration. 

'.18 §16~ Assistants and empl.oyees of State Court Administrator 

20 With the approval of the Chief Justice and within the limits 
of appropriations made ~he~e:Ee~.L the State Court Administrator 

22 may appoint sbleh assistants and other employees and purchase or 
lease"sblehequipment·, services arid facilities as may-se needed 

24 for the,performance of the duties of saie the administrator. All 
administrative personnel in the Judicial Department are 

26 supervised by the State Court Administrator. 

28 

30 

These personnel shall must have qualifications as prescribed 
by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Sec. 2~ .4.MRSA §17, first -U, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 408, 
32 §5-A, is amended to read: 

34 The State Court Administrator blRee~, subject to the 
supervision and direction of the Chief Justice of the Supreme 

36.. . 'Judicial ,Court, is responsible for administration and management 
of the' court-system. The State Court Administrator shall: 

38 
,.Sec~ 3. "MRSA §17, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 408, 

40 . §5-A, is amended to read: 

42 1. Continuous survey and study. Carryon a continuous 
survey and study of· the organization;. operation, condition of 

44 business, practice and procedure of the Judicial Department aRe~ 
The State Court Administrator shall make recommendations to the 

46 Chief Justice to improve administration and management of the 
court system, including recommendations concerning the number of 

48 judges and other judicial personnel required for the efficient 
administration of justice ... ·--A-s-sJ.-s4:.---i*---l-ong---anG---&MF-t:---FaRl3e 

50 plaRRiRl3; 
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Sec. 4. 4MRSA §17, sub-§l-A is .enacted to read:. 

l-A. Long-range pl.anning. Develop and recommend to the 
Chief Justice long-range plans for the Judicial Department and 
operations of the courts: 

Sec. 5. 4 MRSA §24, 2nd <if, as amended by PL 1~i79,. c.· 127, §9, 
is further amended to read: 

The State Court Administrator shall prepare the consolidated 
court budget according to procedures prescribed by the State 
Budget Officer. Budget requests and other additional information 
as requested sll.a±± must be, transmitted to the State Budget 
Officer on or before September 1st of tll.e--eveB-~RYffiBe~es 

even-numbered years. The Governor shall include in the budget 
submission the judicial budget without revision, in accordance 
with Title 5, section 1664, but with sliell. recommendations a&-he 
may-seem the Governor considers proper. 

Sec. 6. 4 MRSA §26, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 733, §1, is 
repealed. 

Sec. 7. 5 MRSA §1664, last Cjf, as amended by PL 1989, c. 934, 
Pt. C, §l, is further amended to read: 

Part 3 sll.a±± must embrace complete drafts or summaries of 
the budget bills, the legisla'tive measures required to give legal 
sanction to the financial plan when adopted by the Legislature. 
These bills sll.a±± must include General Fund appropriation bills 
and allocation bills for the following: Highway Fund, Federal 
Revenue Sharing Fund, Coastal Protection Fund, Maine Nuclear 
Emergency Planning Fund and for the administrative expenses of 
the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations and the 
Stqte Liquor Commission, authorizing expenditures for each fiscal 
year of the ensuing biennium and such other bills as--may--ae 
required to provide the income necessary to finance the budget. 
Bills setting forth appropriations or allocations for the 
Legislature and the Judicial Department must include the full 
text of the budget request submitted to the Governor by each of 
those branches of State Government and the Governor's 
recommendation for each. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This bill implements the recommendations' of the Special 
Commission on Governmental Restructuring that affect the Judicial 
Department. 
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The bill places all administrative personnel in. the Judicial 
Department under the supervision of the·State Court Administrator 
and requires the State Court Administrator to make 
reconimendations to t.he Chief Justice . of the Supreme Judicial 
Court for the improvement of the administration and management of 
the court system. The State Court Administrator is also required 
to develop and recommend to the Chief Justice a long-range plan 
for the Judicial Department and the· operation of the courts. 

10 The bill also requires the Governor, when preparing budget 
bills for submission to the· Legislature, to include the full 

1,2 budget requests made by the· Judicial Department as well as the 
Governor's budget recommendations for the .Judicial Department. 

14 

16 

18 

The bill repeals the Maine Revised 
section 26, which requires the Judicial 
executive branch central office services, 
controls, to permit the Judicial Department 
over its own expenditures. 
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