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L.D. 1354' 

(Filing No. H-IOOO) 

M A J 0 R I T Y 
JUDICIARY 

10 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 

12 
STATE OF MAINE 

14 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
II6TH LEGISLATURE 

16 SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

18) 
COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "r/" to H.P. 1008, L.D. 1354, Bill, "An 

20 Act to Implement tlle Recommendations of the Commission to Study 
the Future of Maine's Courts" 

22 
Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 

24 clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in its 
place the following: 

26 
'PART A·, 

28 
Sec. A·I. 5 MRSA §5I is enacted to read: 

30 
§51. Interpreters; pa~ent 

32 
When personal or property interest of a person who does not 

34 speak English is the subject of a proceeding before an agency or 
a court, the presiding officer of the proceeding shall either 

36 appoint a qualified interpreter or utilize a professional 
telephone-based interpretation service. Payment by the State for 

3~ an interpreter in civil matters is within the discretion of the 
agency or court to the extent that payment by the State is not 

40 already required by law. 

42 Sec. A·2. 5 MRSA §3360-L i;:; enacted to read: 

44 §3360-L. Information 

46 The Attorney General shall develop a fact sheet for victims 
with information about the victim advocate and victim 

48 compensation programs and shall· make copies available to all 
prosecutors' offices and law enforcement agencies who shall 

50 provide that fact sheet for distribution to all victims of crimes 
and their families. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " 11 .. to H.P. 1008, ~.D. 1354 

Sec. A=3. 15 MRSA Pt 8 is enacted to read: 

PART 8 

VICTIMS' RIGHTS 

CHAPTER 520 

VICTIM INVOLVEMENT 

§6101. Victim involvement in criminal proceedings 

1. Notice to victims. Whenever practicable, prosecutors 
shall make a good faith effort to inform the victims and families 
of victims of crimes of domestic violence and sexual assault and' 
crimes in which the victim or the victim's family suffered 
serious physical trauma or serious financial loss of: 

A. The victim advocate and victim compensation programs; 

B. The victim's right to be advised of the existence of a 
negotiated plea agreement before that agreement is submitted 
to the court pursuant to section 812; 

C. The time and place of the trial, if one is to be held; 

D. The victim's right to make a statement __ ox_submit a 
written statement at the time of sentencing pursuant to 
Title 17-A, section 1257, upon conviction of the person 
committing the crime; and 

E. The final disposition of the charges against that 
defendant. 

2. Notice to court. Whenever practicable, the prosecutor 
shall make a good faith effort to inform the court about the 
following: 

A. If there is a plea agreement, the victim's or the, 
victim's family's position on the 'plea agreement; and 

B. If there 'is no plea agreement, the victim's or the 
victim's family's positi'on on sentencing. 

PARTB 

Sec. Bal. "MRSA §9·B, as amended by PL 1991, c. 885, Pte E, 
§2 and affected by §47, is further amended to read: 

§9-Bc Committee on judicial responsibility and disability 
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COMMI'TTEE AMENDMENT" 4, to H.P; 1008, L.D. 1354 

The Supreme Judicia,l Court has th~ power and authority to 
prescribe; repeal, add to, amend or modify rules relating to' a 
committee to receive complaints, make investigations and make 
recommendations to the Supreme Judicial Court' in regard to 
discipline, disability, retirement or removal of justices of the 
Supreme Judicial Court and the Superior Court and :}l:ia§'eS Judges 
of the District, CourtT and the p!'e:eaEe--'"~-t.-6---and---Ehe 

AE1miBisE!'aEive Probate 'Court', 

Sec. B·2. 4 MRSA §101, as repealed and replaced by PL 1985, 
c. 434, §1, is amended to read: 

§101. Constitution of court 

The Superior Court, as established,shal-l---eeBs4sE consists 
of . 15 justices until J~ne 30, 1986, aHa 16 justices Ehel?eaEEel?· 
until January I. 1995 and 17 justices thereafter, and such Active 
Retired Justices as may be appointed and serving on the court, 
lea~ned in the law and of sObriety of manners.· The Chief Justice 
of the Superior Court shall assign the Justices of the Superior 
Court to preside at various locations of the court. Whenever it 
becomes necessary, the Chief Justice of' the Supreme Judicia~ 

Court may designate a Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court or 
any· Active Retired Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court to hold 
a term of Superior Court. The Chief Justice of the Supe~ior 

Court may, when necessary,' assign, an Active Retired Justice of 
the Superior Court to hold a term of Superior Court. The Chief 
Justice of the Superior Court may designate any Justice of the 
Superior Court and t;he Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court may designate any Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court to 
hold one or more· sessions of the. Superior Court, separate from 
the session presided over ·by the justice holdin·g' the regular 
trial term. 

Sec. B·3. 4 MRSA §105, as amended by PL 1979, c. 540, §3, is 
further amended to· read: 

§105. Jurisdiction; povers 

The Superior Court, exclusive of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
shall-have has and ~ exercise jurisdiction and have has and may 
exercise all of the powers, duties and 'autho.rity necessary for 
exerci~ing th~ jurisdiction in aHy--aaa--al;!, matters ei·ther 
original or appellate, which were, prior to January 1, 1930, 
within the j~risdiction of the Supreme Judicial Court' or any of 
the Superior Courts, whether cognizable at law or in equity, 
except as concurrent or exclusive· jur'isdiction .is vested ,in the 
District Court, and except as provided in title 14, section 5301, 
p~ovided that it sl:iaJ.J.--aave has and, may exercise none of the 
jurisdiction, powers, duties and authority .of the Supreme 
Judicial Court sitting as a law--eel:iFE Law Court. A single 
Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court shaJ.J.--aave has and may 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT I"P" to H.P. 1008, L.D. 1354 

exercise juri·sdictionT and have has and may exercise all of the .. , 
powers, duties and authority necessary for exercising the same "') 
jurisdiction as the Superior Court, to hear and determine, with' 
his the Justice I s consent, any issue in ~ civil action in the 
Superior Court as to which the parties have no right to trial by 
jury or in which the right to trial by jury has been waived, 
except actions for divorce, annulment or ~separation. 

The Superior Court has exclusive jurisdiction to review 
disciplinary decisions of occupational licensing boards' and 
commissions taken pursuant to Title 10, section 8003. The Maine 
Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 
VII governs these proceedings as far as applicable. 

The Superior Court has jurisdiction of appeals as provided 
-in Title 14, section 1901. 

Sec. B-4. 4 MRSA. §121, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 891, Pt.A, 
§l, is amended to read: 

§121. Justice or Active Retired Justice of Superior Court 
assigned to sit in District Court 

A Justice or an Active Retired Justice of the Superior Court 
maybe assigned by ,the Chief, Justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court to sit in the Distdct Court 9£'--t-he--AGm-ai-s-1:-E'a-l:-We--G91H.=e 
and when so directed the justice has authority and jurisdiction 
in the District Court 9£'--~-~~~~~~~~-G9a£'e as if the 
justice were a regular judge of that court; and whenever the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court so directs, the 
justice may hear all ,matters and issue all orders, notices, 
decrees and judgments that any Judge of the District Court e£'-~he 
AemiBise£'aeive-~9a£'e is authorized to hear and issue. 

The order of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court 
directing a Justice or an Active Retired Justice of the Superior 
Court to sit in the District Court 9£'--t-he--Adffi.~i-s-1:-E'a-l:-We--G9a£'e 

must be filed with the Executive Clerk of the Supreme Judicial 
Court, but ' need not be docketed or otherwise recorded in any case 
heard by that justice. . 

Sec. B-S. 4 MRSA §lS2, sub-§9 is 'enacted to' read: 

9. Licensing and administrative jurisdiction. The District 
Court has the' same licensing jurisdiction that the for·mer 
Administrative Court had before January 1, 1995. 

A. Except as provided in Title 5, section 10004; Title 8 r 

section 279-8; ,Title 10, section 8003, subsection 5; Title 
20-A, sections 10712 and 10713; Title 29; Titl~ 32, chapteTs 
105 and 114; and Title 35-A, section 3132, the District 
Court has: 

Pag~ 4-LR0459(2) 

') 

.) 



~c:r 
~. 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

·46 

48 

50· 

52 

COMMITTEE . AMENDMENT· .. f},. to H.P._·1008, L.D. 1354 

(1) Exclusiye jurisdiction upon complaint of an agency 
or, if the licensing agency fails or refuses to act 
within a reasonable time, upon complaint of the 
Attorney General to revoke or susp~nd licenses issued 
by the agency: 

(2) Original jurisdiction upon complaint of a 
licensing agency to determine whether renewal or 
reissuance of a license of that agency may be refused: 
and 

(3) Original concurrent jurisdiction to grant 
eguitable relief in proceedings initiated by an agency 
or the Department of the Attorney General alleging any 
violation of a license or of licensing laws or rules. 

B. In a proceeding initiated pursuant to this subsection by 
an agency or the Attorney General, the judge may subpoena 
and examine witnesses. 

C.· Notwithstanding any other prov~s~ons of law, a licensing 
agency may not reinstate or otherwise affect a license 
suspended, revoked or modified by the District Court 
pursuant to a complaint filed by the Attorney General 
without the approval of the Attorney General. 

D. The District Court has jurisdiction to revoke 
temporarily or suspend a license without notice or hearing 
upon the verified complaint of an agency or the Attorney 
General. An order temporarily suspending or revoking a 
license expires within 30 days of issuance unless renewed by 
the court after a hearing that it considers necessary. 

This paragraph may not abridge or affect the jurisdiction of 
the Superior Court to issue injunctive relief or to exercise 
other powers authorized by law or ·rule of the court; 

E. After hearing, on default or by agreement of the 
parties, a Judge of the District Court may suspend, revoke 
or modify the license l of a party properly served with 
process or, if the applicable law so· provides, the judge may 
order issuance of a license to a~ applicant according to the. 
terms of the applicable law. The judge may take other 
action with relatipn to the party that may have been t~ken 

before July 1, 1978 by the agency involved in the hearing. 

F. Notwithstanding any other prov~s~ons of this chapter, a 
Judge of the District Court may impose a fine of a specific 
Sum that may not be less than $50 nor more than $1,500 for 
~ne . offense or, in the exercise of judicial discretion, 
within other limits of. the laws related to the licensing 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ,,:~ .: to H.P. 1008, L.D. 1~54 

question. ~he fine may be imposed instead of .or in addition 
to a suspension, revocation or modification of a license by 
the court. Section 1057 applies to a fine impos~d by this 
section. 

The District Court shall maintain a record 'of all fines and 
surcharges received by the court and shall pay the fines 
into the General Fund of the State Treasury and the 
surcharges into the Government Operations Surcharge Fund on 
or before the 15th day of each month. 

G. The Supreme Judicial Court may adopt rules providing for 
the centralized· filing and docketing of matters handled 
before January L 1995 by the former Administrative Court. 
Hearings on these matters may be held in any convenient 
District Court location. 

Sec. B-6. 4 MRSA §153, sub-§3, as amerided by PL 1991, c. 121, 
Pt. B, §1 and affected by §18, is further amended to read: 

3. Western Aroostook. Western Aroostook consists of the 
municipalities and unorganized terri tory known as Hamlin PIt., 
Cyr PIt., T17 R3, T17 R4, T16 R5, T15 R6, Winterville PIt., T15 
R8, T15 R9, T14 RIO, T14R11, T14 R12, T14 R13, T14 R14, T14 R15, 
T14 R16, and all municipalities and unorganized territory in 
Aroostook County lying to the west .and north of these. The 
District Court for Western Aroostook must be held' at Madawaska, 
Fort Kent . and Van Buren. The ~tes1a1~-jHa~e Chief Judge shall 
determine the level of service at each location. 

Sec. B·7. 4 MRSA §153, sub·§Jl.JI., as amended by PL 1969, c. 458, 
is further amended to read: 

11. Centra1 Hancock,. Central Hancock consists o{ the entire 
County of Hancock.L, except Bar Harbor, Mount Desert, Cranberry 
Isles, Southwest Harbor, Trenton,. Swan's Island, Long Island 
Plantation and Tremont. The District Court for Central Hancock 
sha±± must be held at Ellsworth, except that one session per week 
may be held at Bucksport at the discretion of the ~tes1a1B~-jHa~e 
Chief Judge. 

Sec. B·S. 4 MRSA §Jl.57, sub-§JI., CjfA, as amended, by PL' 1989, c. 
501, Pt. P, §2, is further ,amended to read: 

A. The, Governor, subject to review by the joint sti!inding 
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
judiciary and to confirmation by' the Legislature, shall 
appoint to the District Court 9--~-8:t;.--l.a.-£~€--and--le £5. 
judges until January L 1995 and 26 thereafter. At least 
one judge sha±± ~ be appointed iB from each district who 
shall--ee II a resident of the distrfct, except that in 
District 3 there sha±± must be 2 judges appointed who sha±± 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. p.. to H.P. 100S, L~D. 1354 

ae are residents of the districtTi in District 6 there sha±± 
.!!!Y1tl;. be 2 ,judge's appointed who sha±±-ae are residents' of the 
district.l. and in District 9 there sha±± must be 2 'judges 
appointed who sha~~-Be are residents of the district. Each 
District Court Judge sha~~-have has a term of office of 7 
years. 

To be eligible for appointment as a District Judge, a person 
sha±± must be a member of .the bar of the State. The term 
"District Judge" sha±±-iBe~l:uie includes the Chief JudgeT and 
Deputy Chief JudgeT-~£e--~~int~-~~-~a&-ai6~Fie~s 
aBa-~ae-~Qa~es-a~-~aF~e. 

Sec. B-9. 4 MRSA §157, sub-§l, 1[B, as amended by PL 19S5, c. 
506, Pt. B, §l, is further amended to read: 

B. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court shall 
designate one of the judges as Chief Judge. The Chief 
Judge, with the aaviee--and--eeBseB~ approval of the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, shall designate one 
of the District Court Judges as Deputy Chief Judge who sha±± 
aave has all th~ duties, powers 'and responsibilities of the 
Chief Judge when the Chief Judge is unable to perform them 
because of illness, absence or disability. 

Sec. B-IO. 4 MRSA §157-C, as amended by PL 19S3, c. 112, is 
further .amended to read: 

§157-C. Judge or Active Retired Judge of the District Court to 
sit in Superior Court 

A Judge or an Active Retired Judge of the District Court e~ 
AemiBis~~a~iv&-beQF~ may be assigned by the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Judicial Court to sit in the Superio'r Court in any 
county, and when so directed ae--saa±±--aave the judge has 
authority and jurisdiction ~ae~eiB in that Superior Court as if 
ae the judge were a regular Justice of the Superior Court; . and 
whenever the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court se 
directs, ae the judge may hear all matters and issue all orders, 
notices, decrees and judgments that any Justice' of the Superior 
Court is authorized to hear and issue. 

Ne h: Judge ot Active Retired Judge of the District Court e~ 
AemiBi6~~a~i:ve--Go-u::r~-se sitting in the Superior Court sha±± may 
not act in' any case in whi~h ae that judge has sat in the 
District Court 9~-AemiBis~~a~ive-beQ~~ nor in which he that judge 
otherwise has an interest. 

The order of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court. 
dir'ecting a Judge· or an Actiye Retired Judge of the District 
Court e~-AemiBis~Fa~ive-beQF~ to sit in the Superior Court sha±± 
.!!!Y1tl;. be filed. with the' Executive Clerk of the Supreme Judicial 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. f}.. to H;P. 1008, L.D. 1354 

Court, but need not be docketed or otherwise recorded in any case 
heard by him that judge. 

Sec. 8-11. 4 MRSA §157-E, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 891, Pt. 
A, §6, is repealed. 

Sec. B-12. 4 MRSA §164, SllIb-§I-A, as amended by PL 1987, c. 
758, §2, is further amended to read: 

I-A. Appoint· bail commissioners. Appoint bail' 
commissioners pursuant to Title 15, section 1023, for any 
district wheB--t-be--:r::esiEieBI:--:j-u:dEJe--i;e:r::-·-t-hat--Eiist.:r::ieI:T-~-ei; 
i~~BessT-aBseBee-e:r::-EiisaBi~iI:YT-is-~BaB~e-l:e-a~~eiBI:TL 

Sec. B-13. 4 MRSA §164, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1977, c. 544, 
§7, is further amended to read: 

2. Assign judges. Assign judges al:-Ja~~e to hold court in 
any division where, in his-sele the judgment of the Chief Judge, 
they are needed; 

Sec. 8-14. 4 MRSA §164, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1977, c. 544, 
§8, is rep~aled. 

Sec" B-15. 4 MRSA §164, sub-§10 is amended to read: 

10. Courtroom facilities. Make necessary arrangements for 
proper courtroom facilities for all branches of the District 
Court pursuant to section 162; es.tablish ha:s--&wB: headquarters 
with appropriate facilities for the Chief Judge; and establish 
quarters and facilities for I:he all District Court judges al: 
~a:r::~e; 

Sec. 8-16. 4 MRSA §173, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1991, c. 
Pt. X, §2, 'is further amended by amending the 3rd and 
paragraphs to read: 

780, 
4th 

The court shall pay any municipality a flat fee of $10 for each 
day or part of a day that a municipal law enforcement officer, 
designated by the municipality as its court officer, is required 
to be physically present in a District Court, in order to 
adequately handle that municipality's c.aseload. In addition, the 
court shall pay any municipality a flat fee of $10 p'er day for 
every day or part of a day, but. no more than $10 for anyone day, 
the municipality ,loses the services of one or more law 
enforcement officers because the officer or officers are 
performing some act authorized -or required by a the Main~ R~~e 

Rules of Criminal, Procedure or are witnesses in a criminal or 
traffic infraction case within the jurisdiction of the District 
Court. ,A municipality is EieemeEi considered to have lost the 
services of a law enforcement officer when the officer, who 
normally performs duties of patrolling or maintaining .order, is 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. p. to H.P. 1008, L.D. 1354 

physically unable to perform those duties" of patrolling and 
maintaining order f"or the municipali ty •. 

The sheriffs of the several counties shall designate and furnish 
deputy sheriffs to serve as bailiffs in each division of the 
District Court within their counties, if so requested by the 
Chief Judge. A deputy s.heriff designated as bailiff must be 
approved by the ~esiaeB~-jaa~e Chief Judge and may not serve as a 
court officer for any law enforcement agency. 

Sec. B-17. 4 MRSA §454, first" as amended by PL 1989, c. 925, 
12 §l, is further amended to read: 

14 There is established a Maine Criminal Justice Sentencing 
Institute under the! administrative supervision of the State Court 

16 Admipistrator to" provide a continuing "forum for the regular" 
discussion of the most appropriate methods of sentencing 

18 convicted offenders and adjudicated juveniles by judges in the 
criminal justice system, prosecutors, law enforcement and 

20 correctional personnel, representatives of advisory and advocacy 
groups and such representatives of the defense bar as the chair 

22 of the Judicial Council may invite. All Supreme Judicial Court,. 
Superior Court T and" District Court aRa--AamiRis~Fa~ive--beaF~ 

24 Judges, all District Attorneys and attorneys within the Criminal 
Division of the Office of the Attorney General are, and such 

26 other .criminal justice personnel as the Judicial Council may 
authorize~ may be members of the institute. 

28 
Sec. B-18. 4 MRSA §955-A, as repealed and replaced by PL 

30 1987, c. 573, §2, is amended to read: 

32 §955-A. Removal from office 

34 1. Complaint by Secretary of State. The Secretary of State 
may file a complaint with the AamiRis~Fa~ive District Court to 

36 have a notary public removed from office. 

38 2. Action by District Court. If the· AamiRis~Fa~ive 

District Court, upon complaint by the Secretary of State, finds 
40 that the notary public has performed in an improper manner any 

duty imposed upon the notary public by law, or has performed acts 
42 not authorized ~y law,· the AamiRis~Fa~'ive District Court may 

remove the notary public from office. 
44 

Sec. B-1? 4 MRSAc. 25, as amended; is repealed. 
46 

Sec .. B-20. 5 MRSA §5304, as amended by PL 1987, c. 402, Pt. 
48 A, §54, is further amended to' read: 

50 §5304_ Appeals 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. ft.. toH.P. 1008, L.D. 1354 

Any person who is aggrieved by the decision of any licensing 
agency l.n possible violatiori of this chapter may file a statement·" 
of complaint with the AemiRis~~a~ive Superior 'Court designated in ) 
chapter' 375..... 

Sec. B-21. 5 MRSA §8002, sub-§7, <{fe, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 
551, §3, is amended to read: 

C. Any agency bringing a complaint ~e-~~~~~~-G9~t~ 
under section 10051. 

Sec. B022. S MRSA c. 375, sub-c.VI, first 2 lines are repealed and 
the following enacted in their placel 

SUBCHAPTER VI 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS IN SUPERIOR AND DISTRICT COURT 

Sec. :8-23. 5 MRSA §10051, as amended by PL 1991, c. 824, Pt. 
A, §5, is further amended to read: 

§100510 Administrative jurisdiction; retained powers o~ agency 

10 Jurisdictiono Except as provided in section 10004: 
Title 8, section 279-B; Title 10, section 8003; Title 20-A, 
sections 10712 and 10713: Title 29: Title 32, chapters 105 and 
114; and Title 35-A, section 3132, the AemiRis~!:'at;ive District 
Court has exclusive jurisdiction upon complaint of any agency or, 
if the licensing agency fails or refuses to act within a 
reasonable time, upon complaint of the Attorney General, to 
revoke or suspend licenses issued by the agency and has original 
juriSdiction upon 'complaint of an agency to determine whether 
renewal or reissuance of a license of that agency may be refused. 

20 Complaining agency 0 The complaining agency saall-te~aiR 
retains every other power granted to it by s~a~~~e law or 
necessar ily implied ~Jae~eiR in the laws, except the power of 
revoking or suspending licenses issued by it. S~ea--~~aiRea 

Retained powers saaJ:J: include, but are not se limited to, the 
granting or renewing of licenses, the investigating and 
determining of grounds for the filing of a complaint under this 
sectiqnT and 'the prosecution of s~ea those complaints', 

30 Appellate jurisdictiono The AamiRis~~a~ive Superior 
Court saaJ:J:---aave has' exclusive jurisdiction to review 
disciplinary de'cisions of occupational licensing, boards and 
commissions taken,pursuant to Title lOr section 8003. ~ae-MaiBe 
AamiBist;~at;ive-~~~-AG~r-€ha¥£€t--~~r-&~seaa~~e!:' Subchapter 
VIIT-shaJ:J:-~eve~B governs these proceedings as fa~ as applicableT 
s~ss~i~~~i~~-llAemiBis~ta~ive-~e~ttll-Eet-llg~~etiet-~e~t~;ll 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. f}:. to H.P. 1008, L.D.,1354 

4e V~olations. The AamiBis~Fa~i¥e District Court shall-ha¥e 
has e~c1usive jurisdiction: to hear complaints of, the Publ~c 

Utilities Commission for violations of Title 35-A, section 704. 

Sec. B-24. S MRSA §180SS, sub-§I, 1fC, as enacted by PL 1985, 
c. 801, §§5 and 7, is amended to read: . 

C. Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court and the Superior 
Court and Judges of the District Court aBe---~he 

AamiBis~Fa~i¥e-ba~=~; and 

Sec. B-2S. 10 MRSA §8003, sub-§S, as amended by PL 1991, c . 
509, §2, Is further amended by amending the last paragraph to 
read: 

Any nonconsensual disciplinary action taken under authority of' 
this subsection may be imposed only after a hearing conforming to 
the requirements of Title 5, chapter 375,' subchapter IV, and 
sha11--se is subject to judicial review exclusivelyiB--~he 

AamiR46.to£a.t4 ... -e---ba~F~ in accordance with Title 5, chapter 3 7 5, 
subchapter VIIT-~~~~~~~~-~eFm-~~~~~~~~ ... -e--~~r~~-Ea= 
~S~Fe=ia=-ba~=~T~ notwithstanding any other provision of law. 

Sec. B-26. 14 MRSA §1901, as amended by PL 1993, c. 338, §l, 
is repealed and the following ena,cted in its place: 

§190h' Superior Court: exceptions 

1. Appeals from District Court to Superior Court. Except 
as provided in subsection 2 or by court rule, an appeal may be 
taken from the District Court to the Superior Court for the 
county embracing the division in which the judgment was rendered 
within 30 days after judgment. Within those 30 days, the 
appellant must pay to the court the required fees for the appeal 
and in that case no execution issues and the clerk'may enter the 
appeal in the Superior Court as a new entry. 

2. Exceptions. The following requirements apply to appeals 
from the District Court. . 

A. A party must appeal from a Distr~ct Court judgment in an 
action of foreclosure and sale directly to the Supreme 
Judicial Court within 30 days of the judgment. 

B. If all parties, agree, a final appeal from civil matters, 
including family matters, originating i'n the District Court 
may be made to the Superior Court in lieu of a 2nd appeal to 
the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Sec. B-27. IS MRSA §603, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 402, §2, 
is amended to read: 
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§603a Warrant repository 

The district attorney of each court district shall 
designate, with the approval of the !:'es:i:e.eBe Chief Judge of the 
District Court JQe.~e, at least one law enforcement agency that is 
responsible for the maintenance, administration and retention of 
attested copies of arrest. warrants issued by the courts. If a 
court district encompasses more than one prosecutorial district, 
the respective district attorneys shall attempt to agree on the 
designation of an arrest warrant repository. If the district 
attorney of a court district fails to designate an arrest warr~nt 
repository or the district attorneys are unable to agree to the 
designation of an arrest warrant repository for a court district, 
the Attorney General shall make the designation for that court 
district. The district attorney or attorneys shall notify the 
District Court and the ,Superior Court of the location of the' 
arrest warrant repository for arrest warrants in the jurisdiction 
covered by those courts. All attested copies of arrest warrants 
issued by the District Court and the Superior Court must be 
directed to the arrest warrant repository designated for those 
courts except as otherwise provided by this chapter or by the 
standards' adopted by rule of the Attorney General pursuant to 
this chapter. The district attorney of each court district shall 
designate, with the approval of the resident District Court 
Judge, at least one law enforcement agency that is. responsible 
for the maintenanGe,' administration and retention of attest.ed 
copies of arrest warrants issued by the courts. If a court 
district encompasses more than one prosecutorial district, the 
respective district attorneys shall attempt to agree on the 
designation' of an arrest warrant repository. If the, district 
attorney of a court distric~ fails to designate an arrest warrant 
repository or the district attorneys are unable to agree to the 
designation of an arrest warrant repository for a court district, 
the Attorney General shall make the designation for that court 
district. The district attorney or attorneys shall notify the 
District Court and the Superior Court of the location of the 
arrest warrant repository for arrest warrants in the jurisdiction 
covered by those courts. All attested copies of arrest warrants 
issued by the District Court and the Superior Court must be 
directed to the arrest warrant repository designated for those 
courts except as otherwise provided by this chapter or by the 
standards adopted by rule of the Attor,ney General pursuant to 
this chapter. 

Sec. B-2~. 15 MRSA §100~, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 
758, §20, is amended to read: 

2. Court. "Court" means any Justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court or Superior Court or any aee:i: ... e-~-e-t...,i~-ed--jQ64;:i:~e Active 
Retired Justice and any District Court Judge or aeei-... e--'H!~-i~ee. 
jQe.~eT-~-~~~~~~-bea~E-JQe.~e-~-~~~-~~~Fe-G-jQe.~e 
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Active Retired Judge when assigned under Title 4, section 157-C 
e~-~~e8. 

Sec. B-29. 15 MRSA §1023, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 
758, §20" is amended to read: 

2. Appointment. The aisE~ieE-~~~~~-~-r~~--~&-eaea 
El.ist:~i-et:r-wi-t::a':"Eae-eeHe1:l~~e:aee-eE-tae Chief Judge of the District 
Court r may appoint one or more residents of' Eae each district as 
bail commissioners. A bail commissioner saa,l,l--S€-Fve serves at 
the pleasure of the, aist~ie~-~~~~~-~~~~~-~-~~-ei-sE~ieE 
e~-tae Chief Judge of the District Court, but no term for which a 
bail commissioner is appointed may exceed 5 years. The aist~ieE 
Ge1:l~t:-~-~--~ae Chief Judge of the District Court shall 
require bail commissioners to complete the necessary training 
requirements set out in this section. Bail commissioners have 
the powers of notaries public to administer oaths or affirmations 
in carrying out their duties. 

Sec. B-30. 15 MRSA §3203-A, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 
439, §9, is amended to read: 

6. Availability of judges. The C'hief Judge of the District 
Court shall provide that a Juvenile Court Judger-Re~-~e€e££a~i±y 
a--j-Q4g:e.--E>f--~B.e--Gj,. ..... j,.s-.i.G&-..:whe-r-e---a--:tl:1ve:ai-~e-~i-s-:--be-:i~--ae±El.T is 
available to preside at the detention hearing, described in 
subsection, 5, on all days' -except Saturdays, Sundays and legal 
hbridays. 

Sec. B-31. 15 MRSA §5822, sub-§6, as amended by PL 1987, c. 
736, §26, is further amended by amending the first paragraph to 
read: 

6. Preliminary process. Any Ju~tice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court or the Superior Court, Judge of the District Court 
e~-J~e.~e--E>f--t-he--AGmj,.&j,.s-~Fa~i-v-e-Ge1:l~E or justice of the-,peace may 
issue, at the request of the attorney for the State, __ ex parte, 
any preliminary order or process as--i-s necessary to' seize or 
secure the property for which forfeiture is or will be sought and 
to provide for its custody. That order may include an order to a 
financial ins,titution or to any fiducia~y or bailee to require 
the' entity to impound any property in, its possession or control 
and not to release it except upon further order of the court. 
Process for seizure of the property saall-iss1:le issues only upon 
a showing of probable cause, that the property - is subject to 
forfei ture under section 5821. The' application for process and 
the issuance, execution and return of process saa±±--be are 
subject to applicable state law.' Any pr<;>perty, subject to 
f.orfeiture under this section may be seized upon process, except 
that seizure without the process may be made when: 
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,<--. 2 
Sec. ~-32. 22 MRSA §2640, as amended by PL 1981, c. 470, Pt. 

A, §81, is further amended to read: 

4 §2040.. Appeal 

6 Any person aggrieved by a decision of the department or the 
commission may appeal 1:e--t-he---A&iJ.-nJ.-&t.-r-at-~-f;tH:l..:-t--J,*e'§fe under 

8 Title 5, 'chapter 375. 

10 ' Sec. B-33. 32 MRSA §10015, last 1[, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 
845, §14, is. amended to read: 

12 
The jurisdiction to suspend or revoke certificates conferred 

14 by this section is concurrent with that of the AE1m:i:R:i:s1:~a1::i:ve 

District Court. Civil penalties accrue to the Ground Water Oil 
16 Clean-up Fund. Any nonconsensual action under subsection 2-A 

taken under authority of this section may be imposed only after a 
18 hearing conforming to the requirements of' Title 5, chapter' 375, 

subchapter IV, and is subject to judicial review' exclusively :i:R 
20 1:he-AE1m:i:R:i:s1:~a1::i:ve-GeQ~1: in accordance with Title 5, chapter 375, 

subchapter' VII, sl:ll3s1:i-1:Q1:i-R'§f-~;ae--t-EH'-fIl--'!AdfR..i-n-.:i:&t~-at-~-C-G-1::H::·1;.'.!.-:Ee~ 

22 !.!SRI§,e~:i:Ei~-Ge.l:l~1:r!.! notwithstanding any other provision of law. 

24 Sec. B-34. 32 MRSA §13068, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 

26 

28 

30 

32 

395 r Pt. A, §212, is amended to read: 

3. Appeals. Appeals from decisions of the commission shall 
Be are to the AE1m:i:R:i:s1:~a1::i:ve Superior Court. Appeals shall must 
be based on questions of law. The procedure for appeals under 
this section sha~~-Be-as is provided in the Maine Administrative 
Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter VIIr-eKee:E'1:-~ha~ 
:Ee~-~r~-~--1:h:i:s-~~r-~~--~eEe~eRees--t~--t~-SQ:E'e~:i:e~ 
Gel:l!:1:--sha1-1---be:---€-eR-s-t.:~-ee.--as--;e.e.£.e.;e.e.aee-&--t-o---tJ::.t-e--AE1m:i::A.:i:s1:~a1::i:ve 

34 GeQ!'1: .... -~Q!'1:he~-a:E':E'eal-shall-Be-ei-~ee1:ly-1:e-1:he-.baw-beQ~1: ... 

36 Sec. B-35. PL 1993, c. 401, §5 is amended to read: 

38' 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

Sec. 5. Family court project continuation and expansion. The 
family court project established pursuant to Public Law 1989, 
chapter 891, Part A, section 12 may be continued and expanded 
into other geographic areas with large, numbers of family law 
cases as 'well as in other, areas determined appropriate. The 
current jurisdiction of the, Superior Courtr and District Court 
aRe--Adm-i-n-.:i:&t~-at-i-ve--GeQ~1: is not altered to ensure access. In 
those areas in wh,ich' the family court project exists' Or into 
which the project is expanded, it must be structured as the 
Family Court Division of the District Courtr and Superior Court, 
aRe--Aemi-Ri-s1:~a1:ive--Gal:l~1:~ 'The Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court shall designate one judge or justice from .the 
Superior Courtr' ~ District. Court a~--AGmi-ai-s1:~a1:ive--Ga,*~1: to 
Oirect.the project. The Chief Justice or the designated judge or 
justice shall convene a preliminary planning committee on the 
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development of a no~adversarial administrative forum that 
includes' social se~vices for fam~ly ,matters. The designated 
judge or justice shall report to the Joint Standing Committee on 
JUdiciary by January 15, 1994 1995, and annually thereafter, and 
shall make a final report concerning the family court project by 
January 15, 1999. 

Sec. 8-36. Salaries and titles of Di~trict Court Judges and Superior 
Court Justices. The Supreme Judicial Court shall develop a plan to 
equalize the salaries of District Court Judges and Superior Court 
Justices. The plan must provide for' equal salaries by July 1, 
1998, but the salaries of l?uperior Court Justices may not be 
frozen and cost-of-living adjustments may not be delayed for the 
purpose of equalizing salaries. The Supreme Judicial Court shall 
also develop a plan to provide by July 1, 1998 appropriate titles 
for District' Court JudgeS and Superior Court Justices. The' 
Supreme Judicial Court shall present, the 2 plans to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Judiciary by January 31, 1995. The 
presentation must include comments and considerations, fiscal 
information and draft legislation regarding the implementation 
and completion of the equalization of salaries and titles. 

Sec. B-37. Administrative Court transition provisions. The 
following provisions apply to the reassignment of the' duties and 
responsibilities of, the Administrative Court as of January I, 
1995. 

1. The District Court is the successor in every way to the 
jurisdiction, powers, duties and functions of the Administrative 
Court, except that appeals of any court, agency or licensing 
board decision that are heard by the Administrative Court as of 
December 31, 1994 are transferred to the Superior Court. 

2. References in the Maine Revised Statutes to actions 
taken by the District Court or a District Court Judge include 
actions within the jurisdiction of the Administrative <::ourt taken 
by the Administrative Court or an Administrative Court Judge 
before January 1, 1995. 

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 5, all accrued expenditures, assets, liabilities, 
balances or appropriations, allocations,' transfers, revenues or 
other available funds in an account or subdivision of an account 
of the Administrative Court must be transferred to the proper 
accounts J:>y the State Court Adininistr'ator: 

4. All contracts, agreements, and compacts in effect on the 
ef~ective date of this section in the Administrative Court remain 
in effect. 
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5. The individual holding the position of AS,sociate 
'Administrative Court Judge and desIgnated by the Chief Justice Of") 
the Supreme Judicial Court to direct the family court project is. 
transferred into the new Superior Court Justice position created 
by this Act for the remainder of the term for which that 
individual was nominated and confirmed as Associate 
Administrative Court Judge. The individual holding the position 
of Administrative Court. Judge is transferred into the new 
District Court Judge p'osition created by this Act for the 
remainder of the term for which that individual was nominated and 
confirmed as Administrative Court, Judge. The individual 
designated as an .Active Retired Administrative Court Judge is 
designated as an Active Retired District Court Judge for the 
remainder of the term for which t;.hat individual was nominated and 
confirmed as Active Retired Administrative Court Judge. 

6. Th~ positions of Administrative Court Judge, Associate 
Administrative Court Judge and Active Retired Administrative 
Court Judge are abolished. 

70 All records, property and equipment previously belonging 
to or· allocated for the use of the Administrative Court are 
transferred to the District Court . 

8. The dissolution of the Administrative Court does not 
affect eligibility in the retirement system of any Administrative 
Court Judge, Associate .Administrative Court Judge, Active Retired 
Administrative Court Judge or other Administrative Court 
personnel. 

9. The Chief Justice of the Maine Sup'reme Judicial Court 
shall develop a plan to implement a cen,tralized filing and 
docketing system in the District Court and Superior ,Court for 
cases that would have been within the jurisdiction of the 
Administrative-Court before its abolition. The plan must provide 
for assignment of judges and justices to make maximum use of the 
available expertise and resources in order to process cases in a 
manner providing as close to the same level of service as 
provided by the Administrative Court before January 1, 1995. 

Sec., B-38. Maine Revised Statutes ~mended; revision clause; 
Administrative Court. Except as expressly amended in this Act, 
wherever in the Maine Revised Statutes the words "Administrative 
Court" and "Administrative Court Judge" and "Associate 
Administrative Court J~dge" appear or reference is made to those 
words, they are amended to read and mean "District Court" and 
"District Court 'Judge~1 and the Revisor of Statutes shall 
implement th~s revision when updating, publishing or republishing 
the laws. 

Sec. B·39. Resident judge and Judge-at-Large; transition clause. 
Each District Court Resident Judge serves as . a District 

,'P~ge 16-LR0459(2) 

.,') 
_,I' 

) 



------------------------~-----~--------~~----------~------------,-_ .. --~ .. ~~.~ 

~"'~ 
(--"; 2 

4 

6 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 10Q8, L.D. i354 

Court Judge for the remainder 'of the term for which that 
individual was nominated and confirmed as' a 'District CO,urt 
Resident Judge. Each District Court Judge-at-Large serves as a 
District Court Judge for the remainder o'f the term for which that 
individual was nominated and confirmed as a District Court 
Judge-at-Large. 

8 Sec. B-40. Effective dates. The sections of this Part enacting, 
amending or repealing the' following elements of the Maine Revised 

10 Statutes are effective January 1, 1995: 

12 1. Title 4, section 9-B: 

14 2. Title ,4, section 101: 

16 3. Title 4, section 105: 

18 4. Title 4, section 121: 

20 5. Title 4, section 152, subsection 9: 

22 5. Title 4, section 157, subsection 1, 4[A: 

24 7. Title 4, section 157-C: 

25 8. Title 4, section 157-E: 

28 9. Title 4, section 454, first paragraph: 

30 10. Title 4, section 955-A: 

32 11. Title 4, chap~er 25: 

34 12. Title 5, section 5304: 

35 13. Title 5, section 8002, subsection 7, paragraph.C: 

38 14. Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter VI, first 2 lines; 

40 15. Title 5, section 10051; 

42· 15. Title 5, section 18055, subsection 1, paragraph C: 

44 17. Title 10, section 8003, subsection .5, last paragraph: 

45 18. Title 15, section 1003, SUbsection 2: 

48 19. Title 15, section 5822, SUbsection 5, first paragraph: 

50 20. Titl. 22, section 2040; 

52 21. Title 32, section 10015, last paragraph: 
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22. Title 32, section 13068, subsection 3; and 

23. Public Law 1993, chapter 401, section 5. 

PARTC 

Sec. Cal. 4 MRSA §§15 and 16, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 408, 
§5-A, are amended to read: 

§15. Administrative Office of the Courts; appointment of State 
Cpurt Administrator 

There saa1-1--ae is an Administrative Office of the Courts, 
directed by a State Court Administrator who sha~~-ae is" appointed" 
by and se~ve serves at the pleasure of the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Judicial Court. Saie--a9H!iBisE~aE9~ The "State Court 
Administrator shall. devote full time to his the official duties 
of this position to the exclusion of" any profession for profit. 
The State Court Administrator must have experience and skills in 
leadership, management, planning and administration. 

§16. Assistants and emp10yees of State Court Administrator 

With the approval of the Chief Justice and within the limits 
of appropriations made therefor.L. the State Court Administrator 
may appoint sa9h assistants and other employees and purchase or 
lease sash equipment, services" and facilities as--may--se needed 
for the performance of the duties of saie ~ administrator. All 
administrative personnel in the Judicial "Department are 
supervised by the State Court Administrator. 

These personnel sha~~ must have qualifications as prescribed 
by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Sec. C-2. 4 MRSA §17, first 'lJ," as enacted by PL 1975, c. 408, 
§5-A, is amended to read: 

The State Court Administrator aBee~, subject to the 
supervision and direction of the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court~ is responsible for administration and management 
of the court system. The State Court' Administrator' shall,: 

Sec. C-3., 4MRSA §17, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1975, c. ""408, 
§5-A, is ~ended to read: 

1. Continuous survey and study. Carry' on a 'continuous 
survey and· study of the" organization, operation, condition of 
business, practice and procedure of the Judicial Depa.rtment aBe 

The State COurt "Administrator shall mak~ re~ommendations to" 
the Chief'Justice to improve administration and management of the, 
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court system. including recommendations concerning the number of 
judges and other judiciai personnel required for the efficient .. 
administration of justiceT---AssisE--iH--lsH~--aHa--sRStE--taH~e 

EllaHHiH~; 

Sec. C-4. 4 MRSA §17, sub.§l-A is enacted to read: 

1-A. Long-range p1anning. Develo~ and recommend to the 
Chief Justice long-range plans for the Judicial De~artment and 
operations of the courts; 

12 Sec. CaS. 4 MRSA §17, sub-§7, 1JC, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 
408, §5-A, is amended to read: 

14 
C. Prepare budget estimates and submissions of state 

16 appropriations necessary for the maintenance and operation' 
of the Judicial Department and make appropriate 

18 recommendations wiER-teSEleSE-EReFeEs; 

20 Sec. C-6. 4 MRSA §17, sub-§7, 1f1fD and E, as amended by PL 19~3, 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

c. 26'9, §§3 and 9, are further amended to read: 

D. Collect statistical and other data and make reports to 
the Chief Justice, to the Chief Justice of the Superior 
Court and to the Chief Judge of the District Court relating 
to' the expenditures of public mSHsys money for the 
maintenance and operation of the Judicial Department; and 

E. Develop a uniform set of accounting and budgetary 
accounts« based on generally accepted fiscal and accounting 
procedures « for the Supreme Judicial Court·, for the Superior 
Court and for the bistrict Court and serve as auditor of the 
JUdiciai Department; 

Sec. C-7. 4 MRSA §17, sub-§lS, as amended by PL 1991, c. 885, 
36 Pt. E, §3 and affected by §47, is further amended to read: 

38 15. Provide for court security. Plan and implement 
arrangements for safe and secure court premises to ensure the 

40 orderly conduct of jUdicial proceedings. This includes the 
authority to' c'ontract for the services of qualified deputy 

42 sheriffs and other qualified individuals 'as needed on a per diem 
basis to perform court security-related functiol).sand services. 

44 "Qualified deputy sheriffs and other qualified individuals" means 
those individuals who hold valid certification as law enfo~cement 

46 officers, as defined by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy, 
pursuant to Title 25, chapter 34'1, to inc1,ude successful 

48 completion of such additional training in court security as 
provided by ~he academy or equivalent training. When under saeR 

50 ,that contract and then only for the a,ssignment specifically 
contracted for, the qualified deputy sheriffs o~ other qualified' 

52 individuals have the same duties and 'powers throughout the 
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counties of the State as sheriffs have. ,·in their respective 
counties. Qualified deputy sheriffs performing these contractual 
services continue to be empioyees of the counties . in which they 
are deputized. Other qualified individuals performing s~ea these 
contractual services may not be considered employees of the State 
for any purpose, ]§J~e:r"r4.e.-e4--1;hat:: as long as the other qualified 
individuals are treated as employees of the State for purposes of 
the Maine'Tort Claims Act and the Maine Workers' Compensation Act 
of 1992. They m~st be paid a reasonable per diem fee plus 
reimbursement of their actual, necessary and reasonable expenses 
incurred in the performance of their duties, consistent with 
policies established by the State Court Administrator. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, s,~ea the plans, 
arrangements and files involving court security matters are 
confidential. Nothing in this section precludes dissemination of 
s~ea that information to another criminal justice agency. 

In addition to the foregoing authority; the State Court 
Administrator may employ other qualified individuals ,to perform 
court security-related functions and services. These employees 
must have a valid certification as law enforcement officers, as 
defined by Title 25, chapter 341, including successful completion 
of additional training in court security as provided by the Maine 
Criminal Justice Academy or equivalent training and, when on 
assignment for court security functions, have the same powers and 
duties throughout the counties of the State as sheriffs have in 
their respective counties. These individuals are state employees 
for all purposes; aBe 

Sec. em7. 4 MRSA §17, sub-§16, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 622, 
Pt; L, §6, is amended to read: 

16. Report on out-of-state travel. Submit to the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
appropriations and financial affairs a quarterly report on 
out-of-state travel activity of the Judicial Department. The 
report must be submitted within 15 days after the end of each 
quarter and must include, for each individual who has been 
authorized to travel, the destination, purpose and cost by 
funding source of each tripT; and 

Sec. e-7. 4 MRSA §17, S1llb-§17 is 'enacted to read: 

17. Statement of fiscal effect on judicial system. Apply 
'the' following requirements when the State CoU:rt Administrator 
prepares statements pertaining to the impact that executive 
orders and proposed legislation have upon judicial system 
resources, including the cost or savings to the judicial system. 

'At The State Court Administratoc_shall furnish the 
statements to the legislative s·taff office de§i.gnated to 
collect and assemble fiscal information for use of 
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legislative committees unde r _T.i.tl e 3,( section 163-A, 
sUbsection 10 ~nd to: 

(1) The Governor for judicial impact statements on 
executive orders; and 

(2) The appropriate committee of the Legislature for 
the information of its members for proposed legislation. 

B. The statement on a particular executive order prepared 
by the State Court· Administrator must be included in the 
executive order if the executive order has a fiscal impact 
on the judicial system, as determined by the State Court 
Administrator. 

C. The statement· on proposed legislation prepared by the 
State' Court Administrator must be considered in the 
preparation of the fiscal note included in a committee 
amendment or other amendment if the legislation or amendment 
has a fiscal impact on the judicial sY'stem, as determined by 
the State Court Administrator. 

Sec. CDS. 4 MRSA §24, as amended by PL 1983, c. 269, §§ 6 and 
24 9, is' further amended to read: 

26 . §24. Operating budgets 

28 The State Court Administrator shall, subject to the approval 
of the Chief Justice, prepare biennially a consolidated operating 

30 budget for. all courts in the State to be known as the Judicial 
Department operating budget. He-£Ba:1:1 The administrator may be 

32 assisted in this task by the Chief Justice of the Superior Court 
and the Chief Judge of the District Court. 

34 
The State Court Administrator shall prepare the consolidated 

36 court budget according to procedures prescribed by ·the State 
Budget Officer. Budget requests and other additional information 

38 as requested saa:1:1 ~ be transmitted to the State Budget 
Officer on or before September 1st of the eveB--R~Beres 

40 even-numbered years. The Governor shall . include in the budget 
submission .the judic,ial budget without .revision, i~ accordance 

42 with Title 5, section 1664, but with Sliea. recommendations as-Be 
may-seem the Governor considers proper. 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

The State Court 
the Chi~f Justice, 
procedure. to be used 

Administrator, . subject to the approval of 
shall prescribe the financial management 
in all courts of the Judicial Department. 

Sec. C:9. 5 MRSA §1664, last 'U is enacted to read: 

If .the. GQyernor submits legislation setting forth 
appropriations or allocations for: ·the Judicial Department that 
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differ from the full budget request submitted by the. Judicial 
Department under Title 4, section 24, the Governor shall 
simultane;ously submit a report to the joint standing committees 
of the· Legislature having jurisdiction over appropriations and 
financial affairs and jUdiciary matters explaining why the 
Governor's budget . legislation differs from the Judicial 
Department's budget submission. 

Sec. C,:,10. 5 MRSA Pt. 27 is enacted to read: 

PART 27 

nr.rERBRANCB COMMUNICATION AND COORDINATION 

CHAPTER 555 

nr.rERBRANCB COMMUNICATION AND COORDINATION 

§21201. Findings 

The Legislature finds that difficulties in interactions 
among the Executive Department, the Legislature and the Judicial 
Department often arise from the lack of understanding of the 
functions, structures, needs. and perspectives of the 3 separate 
but coequal branches of government. Increased communication and 
coordination in daily activities as well as in long-range 
planning are possible to improve the effectiveness and efficiency 
of all 3 branches without the imposition of the views or 
directions of one or 2 branches upon another. 

§21202. Interbranch forum 

1. Annua1 interbranch forum. Beginning in February 1995 
and at least every year thereafter, the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, the Governor, the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall jointly 
convene an interbranch forum. 

29 Pu~ose of forum. The purpose of the interbranch forum 
is to provide for discussions among the top policymakers from 
each branch of government.to address the need for cooperation and 
~oordination at all levels. Topics to b~ ·discussedmay include, 
but are·not limited to: 

A. An integrated system of communication; 

B. A technology plan; 

C. Long-range planning; and 

D~ The allocation and use of resources. 
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3. MOre frequent forums. Representatives of the 3 'branches 
may convene a forum as often as they determine it ·is appropriate. 

4. Emenses. Each branch absorbs theex.]2.enses for 
convening and holding interbranch forums within the general 
operating budgets for each department. 

PARTD 

Sec. D·l. 5 MRSA §8001, as reallocated by PL 1977, c. 696, 
§48, is further amended to read: 

§8001. Short title 

This chapter a:a9-.!I'-i-t-:l-e---4 r --e:a-aj§l-t.-e-:--J...5--saaJ:J: along with the 
administrative provisions of Title 4, section 105 and Title 4, 
section 152, subsection 9 may be known and may-~e cited as the 
"Maine Administrativ-e P;rocedure Act." 

Sec. D-2. 7 MRSA §14S6, as repealed and replaced by PL 1977, 
c. 694, §118, is am-ended to read: 

§1456o Cancellation of permit 

The permit to operate 'the sales rings may be canceled by the 
AElIAi:ais.:t:.!'a.:t:.ive District Court pursuant to Title 4, eaa]§l.:t:.-e-:--2-9 
section 152, subsection 9. 

Sec. D-3. 7 MRSA §29S5, 4th en, as amended by PL 1977,. c. 694, 
§14l; is further amended to read: 

The AElIAi:ais.:t:.Fa.:t:.ive District Court as designated by Title 4, 
eaa~.:t:.&l'--·~§ section 152, subsection 9 may, upon proper evidence, 
decline to grant a license or may suspend or revoke.a license 
already granted upon due notice and after hearing. Vi()lation of 
this chapter or of any order, rule or regulation·· made, or 
conviction of violating any other law or regulation of the State 
relating to the production, distribution and sale of milk, saaJ:J: 
ae .ll suffi'cient cause to suspend, revoke or withhold sHeh the 
license. 

Sec. D·4. 7 MRSA §3991, sub-§2,~, as enac ted by PL 1987, c . 
383, §3, is amended to read: '. 

D. If the board concludes.that suspension or revocation of 
the license is' in order, shall. file a complaint in the 
AElIAi:ais.:t:.Fa.:t:.ive District Court in accordance with Title 4, 
eaa]§l.:t:.e!'-a§ section 152, subsection 9. 

Sec. D-S. 8 MRSA §271, sub-§ 1, as amended by PL 199 i, c. 579, 
,§10, is further amended to read: 
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10 Licensing. If the commission is satisfied that ali' of 
this chapter and rules prescribed by the commission have been 
substantially complied with during the past year and will be 
fully complied with during the coming year by the _person, 
association or corporation applying for a license; that the 
applicant, its members, directors, officers, shareholders, 
employees, creditors and associates are of good moral character; 
that the applicant is financially responsible; and that the award 
of racing dates to the applicant is appropriate under the 
criteria contained in subsection 2, it may issue a license for 
the holding of harness horse races or meets for .public exhibition 
wi th p~ri-mutuel pools, which IlI1:lS~--e-lfpi-E'e expires on December 
31st. The commission shall set licensing and license renewal 
fees sufficient to carry out the administration and enforcement 
of the licensing program. These fees may not exceed annually the' 
greater of $100 or $10 for each calendar week or part of a week 
of harness racing regardless of whether pari-mutuel pools are 
sold. The ~ommission shall provide a booklet containing harness 
racing laws and rules and relevant portions of the Maine 
Administrative Procedure Act to every initial licensee and a fee 
not to exceed $10 must be included in the license fee to cover 
the cost of this publication. The commission shall provide 
necessary revisions of this booklet to those persons renewing 
licenses at the time of renewal and shall include the cost of the 
revisions, not to exceed $10, in the renewal fee. The license 
must set forth the name of the licensee, the place where the 
races or race meets are to be held and the specific dates and_ 
time of day or night during which racing may be conducted by the 
licensee. The location stated in the license where the race or 
race meet is to be held may be transferred to any other licensee 
on the dates set forth in the license during which the racing may 
be conducted, - but, with respect to that transfer, the transfer 
may only be made to another licensee and the licensee is liable 
for compliance with all laws and regulations governing the 
conduct of harness racing. Any such license issued is not 
transferable or assignable. The Aemi-Ri-s~E'a~i-ve District Court 
Judge, as designated in Title 4, ehaF~eE'--d§ section 152, 
subsection 9, may revoke any license issued at any time for 
violation of the commission's rules or licensing provisions upon 
notice and hearing. The license of any' corporation is 
automatically revoked, .subject to Title 5, ch-apter 375, upon the 
change in ownership, legal or equitable, of 50% or more of the 
voting stock of the corporation' and 'the corporation may not hold 
a harness horse race or meet'for public exhibition without a new 
license. 

Sec. D..;6. 12 MRSA §6371, sub-§3, as enac ted by PL 1977" c . 
661, §5, is amended to read: 

3. Suspension for violations. Violation of any section,of 
marine resources' laws sha~~-ge ,~s. grounds for suspension of any 
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and all licenses or certificates issued under this Part. In order 
to suspend a license or certificate for a 'violation, the 
commissioner shall follow' the procedures for license suspension 
or revocation in the AEbRiaiseFaei .... e' District Court, as provided 
under Title 4, eha~eeF-~§ section 152, subsection ·9. 

Sec. D· 7. 12 MRSA §6373, first !CjJ, as enac ted by PL 1977, c. 
661, §5, is amended to read: 

In order to suspend a license or certificate for refusal to 
allow a shellfish inspection or for violation of shellfish 
sanitatj,on regulations, the' commissioner shall follow the 
procedures for license suspension or revocation in the 
AEbRiaiseFaei .... e District Court, as provided under Title 4, eha~eeF 

~§ section 152, subsection 9. The suspension for these reasons 
sha:J..:J..-ae II a summary action necessary to prevent an immediate 
threat to the public health, safety and welfare and shall must be 
an eme,rgency proceeding. under Title 4, section 1153. 

Sec. D-8. 12 MRSA §8833, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 
, 545, §3, is amended to read: 

2. Revocation. The director may revoke, s,uspend or refuse 
to renew any registration of any mill for violation of sections 
8830 and 8831 under the authority granted in Title 5, section 
10004. The AEbRiaiseFaei .... e District Court, acting pursuant to 
Ti tIe 4, -ehap4:..g.£"--~§ section 152, subsection 9, may revoke the 
registration granted to any mill for violation of sections 8830 
and 8831 for a period not to exceed 2 years, after which time the 
mill may make application for reinstatement as a registered mill. 

Sec. D-9. 12 MRSA §9321, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced .by 
PL 1983, c. 504, §2, is amended to read: 

2. Revocation. The director or his the director's delegate 
may revoke. any permit during a period of high forest fire danger 
or any permit whieh ~ results in creation of a nuisance 
condition without compliance with the provisions of. Title 4, 
eha~eeF-~§ section 152, subsection 9 or Title 5, chapter 375. 

Sec. D-I0. 12 MRSA §9322, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1985, c. 
,108, §6, is further amended to read: ' 

3. Resident guides. On application to the director, a 
statewide yearly permit for- Qut-9f-door fires· shall must be 
issued to resident· guides' licensed by the Department of· Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife. The, director may·restrict the scope of a 
permit to corr'espond with the classification of the guide 
license. Use oJ the permit shall-ae is conditional upon sHeh the 
guides notifying a forest ranger in person or by telephone each 
time they enter an area ·to guide a party. Whee .... eF -The director 
shall revoke the permit of any person who violates this 
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subsection s~a**-~-his-~~~--teve*ee-~-Ehe-~~~~-,-wheT 
ia. In taking this action, the director need not comply with the 
provisions of Title 4, eha~Ee~-J§ section 152, subsection 9 and 
Title 5, chapter 375. 

Sec. D·ll. 13-A MRS A §1210, sub-§I, as amended by PL 1989, c. 
501, Pt. L, §19, is further amended by amending the first 
paragraph to read: 

1. Notwithstanding Title 4, eha~Ee~--J§ section 152, 
sUbsection 9, and Title 5, chapter 375, the authority of a 
foreign corporation' to do business in th'is State may be revoked 
by the Secretary of State, as provided by subsections 2 and 3 
when: 

Sec. D-12. 13-A MRSA §1302, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1991, c. 
780, Pt. u, §7, is further amended to read: 

1. A corporation required to deliver an annual report for 
filing as provided by section 1301 that fails to deliver its 
properly completed annual report to the Secretary of State shall 
pay, in addition to the regular annual report fee, the sum' of 
$25, providing the report is received by the Secretary of State 
prior to revocation or suspension. Upon failure to file the 
annual report and to pay the annual report fee or the penalty, 
the' Secretary of State, notwithstanding Ti,tle, 4, eha~Ee~--6§ 

section 152, subsection 9 and Title 5, chapter 375, shall revoke 
a foreign corporation' s authority to do business in this State 
and suspend a domestic corporation from doing business. The 
Secretary of State shall use the procedures set forth in section 
1210, relative to revoking the right of foreign corporations to 
do business in this State, for suspending domesticcorporacions. 
A foreign, corporation whose authority to do business, in this 
State has been revoked under this subsection that wishes to do 
business again in this State must be authorized as provided in 
section 1202. A domestic corporation that has been suspended 
under this subsection may be reinstated by filing the e1:ltteaE 
anilUal report, together with the e1:ltteaE annual filing fee, and 
by paying the sum of $125 for each year the corporation failed to 
file an annual report. 

Sec. D-13. 13-B MRSA §1302, sub-§I, as' repealed and replaced 
by PL 1993, c. 349, §36, is amended to read: 

1. 'Failure to ,file annual report. Any corporation that is 
requir'ed to deliver an annual report for filing, as provided by 
section 1301, and fails to deliver its' properly complet'ed, annual 
report to' the Secretary of State, shall pay the sum of $10 ,for 
each, failure to file on time; Upo:Q.' failure to file the annual 
report and to pay the annual report fee and the penal ty, the 
Secretary of State, notwithstanding Title' 4, eha~Ee~-~§ section 
152, subsection 9 and Title 5, chapter 375, shall revoke a 
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foreign corporation's authority to carryon activities in this 
State and suspend a domestic corporation from carrying on, 
activi ties. The Secretary of State shall use the procedures set 
forth in section 1210, relative to revoking the right of foreign 
corporations to carryon activities in this State I for suspending 
domestic corporations. A foreign corporation whose authority' to 
carryon activities in this State has been revoked under this 
subsection that wishes to carryon activities again in this State 
must be authorized as provided in section 1202. A domestic 
corporation that has been suspended under this subsection may be 
reinstated by filing the current annual report and by paying the 
penalty accrued. 

14 Sec. Da14. 22 MRS A §1471-D, sub-§7,~, as enacted by PL 1977, 

16 

18 

20 

c. 694, §339, is amended to read: 

D. This subsection sha±± is not ae governed by the 
prov~s~ons of Title 4, eaapE8F-63 section 152. subsection 9 
or Title 5, chapter 375. 

Sec. D-15. 22 MRSA §1471-D, sub-§8, as amended by PL 1983. c. 
22 819, Pt. A, §49, is further amended by amending the first 

paragraph to read: 
24 

8. Revocation. The AemiBis~~a~ive District Court may 
26 suspend or revoke the certification or license of a· licensee or 

certificate holder upon a finding that the applicant:' 
28 

Sec. D-16. 30-A MRSA §4451, sub-§6, as amended by PL 1991, c. 
30 163, is further amended to read: 

32 6. Certification; terms; ~evocation. The office shall 
certify individuals as to their competency to successfully 

34 enforce ordinances and other land use regulations and permits 
granted under those ordinances and regulations and shall issue 

36 certificates attesting to the competency of those individuals to 
act as code enforcement officers. Certificates are valid for 5 

38 years unless revoked by the Aemi:ais~ra~ive District Court. An 
examination is not required for recertification of code 

40 enforcement officers. The office shall recertify a code 
enforcement offi'cer if the code enforcem~nt officer 'successfully 

42 comp.letes at least 12 hou'rs of approved training in each area .of 
job responsibility during the 5-year cert~fication ~eriod. 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

A. TheAemiBisE~aEive District Court may revoke the 
certificate of a code enforcement officer, in accordance 
with Title 4, eaapE8F-63 section 152. subsection '9, when it 
finds that: 

(1) The code enforcement officer has practiced fraud 
or deception; 
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(2) Reasonable care, judgment or the application of a 
duly trained and knowledgeable code 'enforcement 
officer' s ability was not' used in the performance of 
the duties of the office; or 

(3) The code enforcement officer is incompetent or 
unable to perform properly the duties of the office. 

B. Code enforcement officers whose certificates are 
invalidated under this subsection may be issued new 
certificates provided that they are newly certified as 
provided in this section. 

Sec. D-17. 31 MRS A §498, sub-§2, 1fA, as amended by' PL 1991; c. 
780, Pt. U, §28, is further amended to read: 

A. Notwithstanding Title 4, e:aapt,.e.l'---~§ section 152, 
subsection 9 and Title 5, chapter 375, the authority of a 
foreign limited partnership to do business in this State may 
be revoked by the Secretary of State as provided in 
paragraphs C and D when: 

(I) The foreign limited partnership fails to deliver 
its annual report for filing within the time specified 
by this chapter or fails to pay any fees or penalties 
as prescribed by this chapter wben they become due and 
payable; 

(2) The foreign limited partnership fails to appoint 
and maintain a registered agent in this State as 
required by section 494; 

(3) The foreign limited partnership fails, after change 
of its registered office or registered agent, 'to file 
wi th the Secretary of State a statement of the change 
required by section 494; 

(4) The foreign limited partnership has failed to file 
with the Secretary of State an amended application for 
authority required by section 495; or 

(5) A misrepresentation of a ~aterial fac~ is made in 
any application, r~port, affidavit or other document 
required by this chapter. 

Sec. D-18. 31 MRSA §530, sub-§1, 'as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
780, Pt. U, §33, is amended to read: 

10 Failure to file annual report. A limited partnership 
required to deliver an annual repol;'t for filing as proyided by 
section 529 that fails to deliver its properly' completed annual 
report to the Secret~ry of State shall pay, in addition to the 
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regular: annual report fee, the sum of $~5, providing the report 
is received by the Secretary of State prior to revocation or 
suspension of the limited partnership. Upon failure to file the 

. annual report and to pay the annual report fee or the penalty, 
the Secretary of State, notwithstanding Title 4, ehap~e£~-6§ 

section ·152, subsection 9 and Title 5, chapter 375, shall revoke 
a foreign limited partnership's authority to do business in this 
State and suspend a domestic limited partnership from doing 
business. The Secretary of State shall use the procedures set 
forth in section 498, subsection 2, relative to revoking the 
right of foreign limited partnerships to do business in this 
State, for suspending domestic limited partnerships. A foreign 
limited partnership whose authority to do business in this State 
has been revoked under this subsection that wishes to do business 
again in this State must be authorized as provided in section 
492. A. domestic limited partnership that has been suspended' 

. under this subsection may be reinstated by filing the current 
annual report together with the current annual filing fee and by 
paying the sum of $125 for each year the limited partnership 
failed to file an annual report. 

22 Sec. D·19. 32 MRSA §64-A, sub-§l,~, as enacted by PL 1983, 

24 

26 

28 

c.378, §2, is amended to read: 

D .•. If the board concludes that suspension or revocation of 
the license .is in order, the board shall file a complaint in 
the AEI.J:R:i:B:i:s~!'a~:i:Y'e. Distri.ct ·Court. in accordance with Title 
4, ehap~e!'~6§ section 152, subsection 9. 

30 Sec. D-20. 32 MRSA §90-A, sub-§4, EflD, as enacted by PL 1987, 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

c. 273, §8, is amended to read: 

D. Except in the specific circUmstances where the Maine 
Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, section 10004 may be 
invoked, if the board. concludes that suspension or 
revocation of the license is in order, the board shall hold 
a hearing or file a complaint in the AEI.J:R:i:B:i:s~!'a~:i:Y'e District 
Court in accordance with Ti tIe 4, ehap1;e.F--~§ section 152, 
subsection 9, to commence either full or emergency 
proceedings. 

. . 
42 Sec. D~21. 32 MRSA §503-A, sub-§l, ,D; as enacted by PL 1983, 

44 

46 

48 

c. 378, §4, is amended to read': 

D. If the boar~ concludes t~at suspension or revoc~tion of· 
the license is in order, the board shall file a complaint in 
the AEI.J:R:i:B:i:s~!'a~:i:Y'e· Di,strict Court ,in accordance with Title 
4, ehap~e!'-6§ section 152·r subsection 9. 

50 Sec. D-22. 32 MRSA §1077, sub~§l, ,D, as enacted by PL 1983, 
c. 378, §7., is i'IJTlended to read: 

52 
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D. If the board conclude,s that suspension or revocation of 
the license is in order, the board shall file a complaint in 
the AEilRi:Bi:s~!'a~i:ve District Court in accordance with Title 
4, eBa~~e!,-6e section 152, subsection 9. 

Sec. D~23. 32 MRSA §1356, first 1[, as repealed and replaced by 
PL 1983, c. 413, §49, is amended to read: 

The board may suspend or revoke the registration of an 
engineer or the certificate of an engineer-in-training pursuant 
to Title 5, section 10004 D, The board may refuse to issue, or renew 
or the AEilRi:Bis~!'a~ive District Court, pursuant to Title 4, 
eBap-Ee-£--6e section 152, subsection 9, may revoke, suspend or 
refuse to renew the registration ofa registered professional 
engineer or the certificate of an engineer-in-training who is 
found guilty of: 

Sec. D-24. 32 MRSA §2105-A, sub-§l-A, '1[E, as enacted by PL 
1985, c. 724, §12, is amended to read: 

E. If the board concludes that suspension or revocation of 
the license is in order, file a complaint in the 
AEilRi:Bi:s~!'a~ive District Court in accordance with Title 4, 
eBap~e!,-6e section 152, subsection 9. 

Sec. D-25. 32' MRSA §2431-A, sub-§l, 1JI), as enacted by PL 1983, 
c. 378, §30, is amended' to read: 

D. If the board concludes that suspension or revocation of 
the license is in order, the board shall file a complaint in 
the AEilRi:Bi:s~!'a~i:ve District Court in' accordance with Title 
4, eBap~e!'-6.e section 152, subsection 9. 

Sec~ D-26. 32 MRSA §2591-A, sub-§l, 1[D, as enacted by PL 1983, 
c. 378, §38, is amended to read: 

D. If the board concludes that suspension or revocation of 
the license is in order, the board shall file a complaint in 
the AEilRi:Bi:s~!'a~i:ve District Court in accordance with Title 
4, eBa~~e!,-6e section 152, section 9. 

Sec. :0-27. 32 MRSA 3282-A, sub-§l, 1JI), repealed and replaced 
by ~L 1991, c. 824,' Pte ,A, §68, is amended to read: 

D. If the board concludes that suspension or revocation of 
the license is in order, ,the board shall file a complaint in 
the AEilRiBi:s~!'a~i:ve District Court in accordance with Title . ' 

4, eBa~~e!,-6§ section 152, subsection 9. 

Sec. D-28. 32 MRSA §3655-A, sub-§l, 1JI), as enacted bi PL 1983, 
, c. 378, §59, is amended to read: 
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D. If the board concludes that susp~nsion or revocation of 
the license is in ord,er, the board shall file a compla~nt in 
the AemiBis~E'a~ive District Court in accordance with Title 
4, ehap~eE'-69 section 152, subsection 9. 

Sec. D-29. 32 MRSA §4175, 2nd 1[, as amended by PL 1977, c. 
694, §635, is further amended-to read: 

Certificates shall continue in effect unless revoked by the 
AemiBis~E'a~ive District Court. 

Sec. D·30. 32 MRSA §4175, 3rd 1[, as amended by PL 1989, c. 
890, Pt. A, §5 and affected by §40, is further amended to read: 

The AemiBis~E'a~ive District Court may r~voke the certificate 
of an operator, in accordance with Title 4, ehap*l'--69 section_ 
152, subsection 9, when it is found that the operator has 
practiced fraud or deception; that reasonable care, judgment or 
the application of the operator's knowledge or ability was not 
used in the performance of the operator's duties; or that the 
operator is incompetent or unable properly to perform the 
operator's duties. 

Sec. D·31. 32 MRSA §4864, first 1[, as repealed and replaced by 
PL 1977, c. 694, §641, is amended to read: 

The board on its own motion or upon complaint made to it, 
may hold a hearing to determine whether or not violations of this 
chapter or the standards for the practice of veterinary medicine 
adopted by the board have been violated. Hearings conducted under 
this section shal-l--se are considered "adjudicatory proceedings" 
and shall must be conducted in accordance with the prqvisions of 
Ti tIe 5, chapter 375, subchapter IV. The board shal-l- ..,£a"le has 
authority to issue subpoenas subject to the provisions of Title 
5, section 9060. If the board considers a licensee hascommi tted 
any of the acts set forth in this section, it shall either report 
its findings to the Attorney General for prosecution in the 
AemiBis~E'a~ive District Court for suspension or revocation in 
accordance with Title 4, ehap~eE'-69 section 152; subsection 9, or 
place the licensee on probation for a certain -period of time 
during which the licensee shall file pe~iodic affidavits of his 
the licensee's practice in- accordance with the standards set by 
the board, or censurer by letterr the licensee. The following 
acts are grounds for disciplinary actipn by the board or for 
revocation or suspension by th~ AemiBis~ta~ive District Court: 

Sec. D-32. 32 MRSA §4865-A, -first 1[, as amended by - PL 1993, c . 
404, Pt. A, §11, is further amended to read: 

The- board, on the board's own motion or upon complaint made 
to the board, may hold a hearing held - in accordance with rules 
adopted by the board -to determine whether or not violations of 
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this chapter relating to veterinary technicians have occurred. 
Hearings conducted under 'this section are considered 
"adjudicatory p'roceedings" and are conducted in' accordance with 
the provisions of Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter IV. The board 
may issue subpoenas subject to the provisions of Tit1e 5, section 
9060. If" the board considers that a veterinary technician has 
commi tted any of ~he acts set forth in this section, the board 
shall either report the board's findings to the Attorney General 
for prosecution in the AEimiaisl::;r;:a1:ive District Court for 
suspension or revocation of the veterinary technician's 
registration in accordance with Title 4, ehap1:e~-~§ sectipn 152, 
subsection 9;, place the licensee on probation for' a certain 

,period of time during which the licensee shall file periodic 
affidavits of the licensee's duties in accordance with the 
standards set by the board; or censure, by letter, the veterinary 
techniqia'n. The following acts are grounds for disciplinary' 
action by the board or for revocation or suspension by the 
AEimiaisl::;r;:al::ive District Court: 

Sec. D·33. 32 MRSA §4913, sub-§:D., as amended by PL 1983, c. 
413, §184, is further amended by amending the first par,agraph to 
read: 

1. Powers of board and District Court Judge concerning 
comp1aints. The board shall investigate or cause to be 
investigated all complaints against certified geologists or soil 
scientists and persons granted temporary authorizations pursuant 
to this chapter and all cases of violations of this chapter. The 
board may, pursuant to Title 5, section 10004, suspend or revoke 
a license issued by it. In addition, the board may refuse to 
issue or renew the license, Qr the AEimiaisl::;r;:al::ive District Court 
may, pursuant to Title 4, ehap1:e~-~§ section 152, subsection 9, 
suspend, revoke or refuse to renew the license of any registrant 
who is found guilty of: ' , 

Sec. D-34. 32 MRSA §SO:D.8, first fjJ, as amended by PL 1987, c . 
395, PL A, §190, is further amended to read: 

The board may, pursuant to Titl& 5, section 10004, revoke or 
suspend the license of a professional forester. In addition, the 
board may refuse, to issue o,r renew the license, or the 
AEimiaisl::;r;:i'il::ive District Court may, pursu'ant. to Title 4', ehapl::e;r;: 
a§ section 152, subsection 9, revoke, suspend or refuse to renew 
the licenser of a professional forester who has been found guilty 
of any deceit, misconduct, misrepresentation, fraud, incompetence 
or gross negligence' in his the forester's practice, or, has been 
guilty of any fraud. or deceit in obtain~ng his the forester's 
license, or aids or abets any person a**ee.~ee. alleged to have 
been defrauded in the violation of any provisions of ~his chapter 
or fails in any material respect to comply with the provisions' of 
this chapter. 
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Sec. D-3S. 32 MRSA §12274, sub-§l, 1lA, as enacted' by PL 1987, 
c. 489, §2, is amended to read: 

A. Report its findings to the 
prosecution in the AElJRiaist:E'at:iY'e 
suspension in accordance with Title 
152, subsection 9; or 

Attorney General for 
District Court for 

4, eha~~--~9 section 

Sec. D-36. 32 MRSA §13068, sub .. §l, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 
395, Pt. A, §2l2, is amended to read: 

1. Licensing. After hearing, the commission may affirm, 
modify or reverse the director's decision to deny an examination, 
license or renewal license, or in its discretion, file a 
complaint in the AElJRiaist:~at:iY'eDistrict Court pursuant to Title 
4, eha~~€~--~9 section 152, subsection 9 and Title 5, section' 
10051, to determine whether a license may be denied. 

Sec. D-37. Effective date. This Part takes effect on January 1, 
1995. ' 

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
statement of fact the following: 

'FISCAL NOTE, 

The courts and state ~gencies may incur additional costs to 
pay for interpreters in certain proceedings. These additional 
costs can be absorbed by the respective agencies utilizing' 
existing budgeted resources. 

The additional costs to d~velop a fact sheet' for victims 
with information about the advocate and compensation programs can 
be absorbed by the Department of the Attorney General utilizing 
existing budgeted resources. 

The Judicial Department will incur some minor additional 
costs to develop a plan to provide for the equalization of 
salaries of certain judges and justices and provide statements of 
fiscal effect for legislation and executive orders affecting the, 
judicial system. These costs can be absorbed within the 
department's existing budgeted resources. 

. , 

The abolishing ,of the' Administrative Court and the 
reassignment of responsibilities within the court system will not 
significant'ly affect the Judicial Department's expenditures" 

The' additional costs to hold the inter-branch forums at least' 
annually can be absorbed by the Legislature, the Judicial 
,Qepartment and the Executive Department utilizing existing 
budge'teo resources.' 
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STATEMENT OF FACT 

This is the majority report of the Joint ~tanding Committee 
on JUdiciary. 

This amendment replaces the bill to make the changes more 
easily understandable. Part A of this amendment includes subject 
matter included in Parts A and C of the bill. Part B of this 
amendment is made up of sections from Part D of the bill. Part C, 
of this amendment includes the sections from Part F 'of the bill. 
Part B of the bill, concerning alternative dispute resolution and 
negotiated rUlemaking, is deleted entirely. The subje,ct matter 
is being reviewed by the Advisory Committee on Alternative 
Dispute Resolution in the Public Sector, which will report back' 
to the Legislature in 1995. Part E of the bill, changing the 
Probate Court structure, is deleted entirely. Part G of the 
bill, establishing 2 studies, is also deleted. 

Part A 

The Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 51 is enacted 
to enhance access to justice by requiring the use of interpreters 
or interpretation services by courts and agencies. when personal 
or property interests are at stake ano. the person does not speak 
English. The agency or court will compensate the interpreter if 
required by law., Otherwise, it is in the discretion of the court 
or agency to provide compensation or require one or more of the 
parties to provide compensation to the interpreter. 

Title 5j section 3360-L is enacted to require the Attorney 
General to develop a fact sheet on programs available to victims 
of crimes. Prosecutors and 'law enforcement agencies will 
distribute the fact sheets to crime victims and their families. 

A new Part 8 is added to Title 15 concerning victim 
involvement in the justice system. Whenever practicable, 
prosecutors must make a good faith effort. to inform victims of 
certain serious crimes about the programs for victims, the 
victim's rights concerning negotiated pl,ea agreements" the time 
and place of trial, the victim's right to make an oral or written 
statement at time of se'ntencing and the final disposition of the 
c~se. Whenever practicable, the ,prosecutor must make a good 
faith effort to notffy the judge about the victim's or victim's 
family's position on any plea agreement or on sentencing. 

Part B 

Several: sections of Part B of this amendment transfer the 
administrative jurisdiction and duties of the Administrative 
Court to the District and Superior Courts, and abolish the 
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Administrative Court ,effective January 1, 1995. Most of the 
current jurisdiction of the Administrative Court is transferred 
to the District 'Court, 'although the appellate jurisdiction will 
be taken over by the Superior Court. One justice position is 
created in the Supe:rior Court and one judge position is created 
in the District, so there is no net loss of judicial resources. 
Transition prov~s~ons transfer the person 'serving as ,the 
Administrative Cdurt Judge into the new District Court Judge 
position, and the person serving as the Associ'ate Administrative 
Court Judge and who directs the family court project into the new 
Superior Court Justice ,position. The transition prov~s~ons 

direct the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court to develop 
a plan to ensure that the District Court and Superior Court 

,provide as close to the same level of service as provided by the 
Administrative Court. This plan is to include a system for 
centralized filing and docketing, and assignment of judges and' 
justices to make use of their administrative experience. 

Several sections of Part B eliminate the dichotomy Df 
resident judges and judges-at-large wi thin the District Court. 
Duties currently handled by resident judges will be taken over by 
the Chief Judge of the Dis,trict Court. 

Title 14, section 1901 is repealed and replaced, but the 
provision for appeals directly to the Supreme Judicial Court in 
actions of forecioslire and sale is retained. The' new language 
also provides that, if all parties to a civi'l matter, including 
any-'fami1y matters, agree, a final appeal may be made to the 
Superior' Court in lieu of a 2nd appeal to the Supreme Judicial 
Court. 

The language adopted during the First Regular Session 
concerning the family court project is amended to accommodate the 
transfer of the Administrative Court. 

The Commission to Study the Future of Maine's Courts 
r,ecommended that the titles and salaries of District Court Judges 
and Superior Court Justices be equalized in part to recognize the 
fact-that both courts are trial courts. This amendment charges 
the Supreme Judicial Court to develop plans by January 1995 plans 
~o put both objectives into effect. 

Part C 

Part C adopts administrative and financial changes 
recommended by the Special Commission on Governmental 
Restructur~ng. These changes include revisi~g 'the 
responsibili ties of the State Court Administrator, co~solidating 

administrative supe~vision and providing for long-range 
pla~ining. Executive orders' and legislative documents ,must 
inc,lude Judici,al Department fiscal impact statements if prepared 
by the Judicial Department. 
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T~tle 5" section 1664 is amended to treat the Judicial 
Department as a coequal branch of government when submitting its 
budget. .If. the Governor submits a budget that does not contain 
the Judicial Department I s budget as submitted by the Judicial 
Department, the Governor must provide a report to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Judiciary and the Joint Standing Committee 
on Appropriations and Financial Affairs explaining why the budget 
legislation differs from the Judicial' Department I s submission: 

A new ~art, to Title 5 is added to provide ·a forum for the 3 
branches of government to communicate on a regular basis. This 
will allow the executive, legislative and. jUdicial ·branches to 
discuss cooperation and coordination, especially in the areas of 
an integrated system of communication, a technology plan,. 
long-range planning and the allocation and use of resources. 

This amendment adds a fiscal note to the bill and also 
conforms existing law to current drafting standards. 

Part D 

Part D makes necessary corrections to references to the 
Administrative Court. 
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