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116th MAl E LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION",1993 

Legislative Document No.13S3 

H.P.1007 House of Representatives, April 28, 1993 

An Act Concerning the Calculation of Periods of Imprisonment. 

Reference to the Conunittee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative HOLT of Bath. 
Cosponsored by Senator PARADIS of Aroostook and 
Representatives: JOHNSON of South Portland, OLIVER of Portland. 

Printed on recycled paper 
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Be it enaded! by the People of the State off Maune as foHows: 

Sec. 1. 17·A MRSA §1253, sUlb-§3, as amended by PL 1991, c. 
364, §1, is further amended to read: 

3. Beginning October 1, ±98a .li.2.l, a per,son sentenced. to 
imprisonment for more than 6 months is entitled to receive a 
deduction of ±Q 15 days each month for observing all rules of the 
department and institution. The period from which the deduction 
is made must be calculated from the first day the person is 
delivered into the custody of the department and includes the 
full length of the unsuspended portion of the sentence. This 
provision does not apply to the suspended portion of the person's 
sentence, pursuant to section 12031... nor does it apply to the 
suspended portion of a sentence under section 1262. 

A. Deductions under this subsection must be calculated as 
follows for partial months. 

Days of partial month Maxlmum good time 
credit available 

0 6-Eiays ~ 0 
a----9 ~ days 1 
9----8 ~ days 2 
9---±± ~ days 3 

±6--~±4 ~ days 4 
±9---±+ 10 - 11 days 5 
±8---6Q 12 - 13 days 6 
6±---6a 14 - 15 days 7 
64---69 16 - 17 days 8 
67---69 18 1·9 days 9 
aQ 20 - 21 days 10 
22 - 23 days 11 
24 - 25 days II 
26 - 27 days II 
28 - 29 days 14 
30 da,Y§. 15 

Sec. 2. 17-A MlRSA §Ji253, sUlb-§4, as amended by PL 1991, c. 
737, §l, is further amended to read: 

4. Up to an additional a ~ days per month may be deducted 
in the case of those inmates committed to the Department of 
Corrections who are assigned or participating in work, education 
or other responsibilities within the institution or program that 
are determined to be of sufficient importance to warrant those 
deductions by the institution head in accordance with policy and 
guidelines established by the Department of Corrections. 
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Sec. 3. 17-A MRS A §1253, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1991, c. 

259, §2, is further amended to read: 

4 5. In addition to the proVlslons contained in subsection 4, 
up to ~ .1 days per month may also be deducted in the case of 

6 those inmates assigned to and participating in minimum security 
community programs administered by the Department of 

8 Corrections. These deductions may also apply in the case of 
those inmates assigned to or participating in minimum security 

10 community programs through agencies providing services to the 
Department of Corrections. These deductions. may be authorized 

12 for work and responsibilities t:e--.,iR€±~Ele including public 
restitution that are EleemeEl determined to be of sufficient 

14 importance to warrant those deductions by the institution head in 
accordance with the Department of Corrections policy and 

16 guidelines. 
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Sec. 4. Approval by Governor; effect. Approval of this Act by 
the Governor constitutes a commutation of sentence, for the 
purposes of calculation of periods of imprisonment, of all 
persons committed to the custody of the Department of Corrections 
before the effective date of this Act. Notwithstanding the 
requirement of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17 -A, section 
1253, subsection 3 that the calculation begin on the first day 
that the person is delivered into custody, when a person is 
already in custody on the effective date of this Act, these 
provisions must be applied prospectively to the portion of that 
person's sentence remaining to be served. 

30 Sec. 5. Purpose. The purposes of this bill are: to restore 
the intent of that portion of the 1983 legislation found 

32 unconstitutional by including section 4, making clear that the 
Governor intends to commute a portion of the se~tence of a person 

34 already in custody on the effective date of this Act; to ease 
sentence calculations in the Department of Corrections by making 

36 good-time calculations uniform from the effective date of this 
Act; to provide more equitable treatment of inmates; and to ease 

38 overcrowding and its associated costs in state correctional 
facili ties. 
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STATEMENT OFJFACT 

This bill increases possible montllly deductions on sentences 
of persons incarcerated in the State from 10 to 15 days for 
observance of rules, from 3 to 5 days for participation in 
designated work and education programs and from 2 to 3 days for 
participation in minimum security community programs. 

50 The bill also clarifies that in order to resolve the 
constitutional problems that defeated prospective application of 
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these provisions to all inmates in 1983 legislation and to 
accomplish the bill's purposes of reduced overcrowding and 
increased equity and efficiency in prison operations, the 
Governor is commuting sentences of current inmates to allow the 
provisions of this bill to apply to the portions of their 
sentences remaining to be served. 
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