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Be it enacted by the People oﬁ"théfsmte of Maine as follows:

170,

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7457, sub-§1, §A, as amended by PL 1991, c.

is further amended to read:

A. Except as otherwise provided in this section or by rule
adopted by the commissioner pursuant to this section, there
is an. open season on deer in each calendar year in -all
counties of 'the State  from the 5th Monday‘fpreceding
Thanksgiving to Mevember--30&h the first Saturday in
December. In--any--year--when--November--30th--£falls--en--a
Wednesday,--Thursday - oF - -Eriday, - -the — commissioner--may,—-by
rule,-extend the -oper-seasen--onr-deer-fo--the -Firgkt-Saturday
in-Decembesr-——In -any -year-in-which- the —commissioner-extends
the - season--beyend -Nevember--30th,--the - commissioner-shall -by
rule-open--the -season -in-the-nerthern- portion of the -State-a
week--before -opering-the -seasen-—in--the -southern- portion -of
the-State,--The -commissioner -may-by-rule--establish -for-this
purpese-a-nerthern-and-a-southern-goner

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7457, sub-§1, I is enacted to read:

I, The commissioner may Jlengthen the open season on deer in
any part of the State to maintain deer populations . in

balance with available habitat, subject to the following.

(1) The demarcation of each - area must follow
recognizable physical boundaries, such as rivers, roads
and railroad rights-of-way.

(2) The determination of these areas must be made and
published prior to August 1st of each year.

3). The commissioner may implement a permit system to

regulate " hunter participation in the Jlengthened open
season and the number, sex and age of deer harvested.

4 Special hunts must take place between the. close of
the special muzzle-loading season and January 31lst.

5 The commissioner ma establish limits on _deer
harvested during the lengthened open season.

(6) The commissioner may specify types of weapons to
be used during the lengthened open season.

7 The commissioner may adopt rules necessary for the
administration, implementation, enforcement and
interpretation of this paragraph.
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STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill removes the framework for setting the deer hunting
season that is now in the laws and gives the Commissioner of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife the flexibility needed to establish
deer hunting seasons that maximize huntlng opportunity and ensure
the welfare of the resource.

The bill also gives the commissioner the authority to
requlate deer populations in problem areas, including islands,
where the herd is not, or can not, be controlled under the
existing system by establishing special hunts to remove deer on a
quota basis during early winter.
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